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LETTER L. 

DEA& Sm, FrnUbr^ 

OiNCE my return from Darmftadt, the 
weather has been (o very bad, that I hate 
pafled the time moflly at home. That I 
may obey your injandlions to write re- 
gularly at the ftated periods, I will fend 
you the fubfbnce of a converiation I had 
within diefe few days with a foreigner, a 
man of letters, with whom I am in a 
confidcrable degree of intimacy. 

VOL. II, A 



y 



2 TIKW OF eOCIETY AND 

Thfs gemteifiai) has never been in Eng- 
land, bat he fpcaks the langu^e a little, 
underdands it very well, and has ftudied 
man J of t>ar beft Authors.- He fald, 
that he had found in fome Bnglifh books, 
a folidity of reafoning, and a ftrength of 
expreffion, fuperior to any thing he had 
njet with elfewhere ; — that the Englifh 
hiftory furnlfhed examplefi of patriotifm 
and zeal for civil liberty, equal to whstf 
was recorded in the Greek or Roman 
. ftory ; — that Englifh poetry difplayed a 
fixblimity >pf thooght, and a knowledge of 
the human heart, which no writings, an-^ 
ciem or modern, could furpafe \ affd in 
fffailofopby it was. pretty generally allowvil, 
ifaat the Englifh nation had no rival.- — He 
tthen {Mentioned the improvements made by 
£ngU&9ien in medicine and other arts^ 
tb^r fiipenoricy ^ navi^ion, comcaerce, 
and {manrafadures.^ a«d ^ven hinted fome^ 
^hifig in pralfe of a &w Englifh flatesmen. 
He concluded his panegyric by faying, 
that tbefe coniidei:ati0ns had given )iim tb^ 



lijghdl idea of the Engliih nation, and had 
led him to cultivate the acqoaintance of 
many EngliAinen whom he had occafio»* 
ally met on Yheir travels. But he frankly 
acknowledged, that his connexion with 
tbefe had Ticft contributed to fupport the 
4dea he had formed of their nation. 

As I had heard fentiments of the fame 
Icind in&nuated fay others, I replied at fome 
jengthy obferving, that if he had lived in 
the moft briHiant period of Roman graoK 
deur, and had accidentally met with a few 
Komans in Greece or Afia, and had formed 
his opinion of that illuftrious cpmmon- 
wealth ftom the condu^ and conver&tton 
.of thefe traveller^i his ideas would, in all 
firobabiUty; have been very diBFerent froQi 
thofe which the wriitiag$ of ,Llyy, Ciefar^ 
Oceroi and Virgil^ had given him .of th^ 
Roman people : ^^ dut the maQne|:a ^t^ 
behaviour of. the Few EDgljjCh he (miglit 
have met ahroad, ib far frocn giving him fi 
joft view of the chirai^er of t^^ .wholp 
nation, very poi&bly had led hiiQ to fal^ 
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conclufiQfns with regard to the chara<Ser of 
thofe very individuals. For that I myfelf 
had known many young Engli(hmen, who, 
after having led a diffipated, infignificant 
kind of life while on their travels, and 
while the natural objects of their ambitiofi 
were at a diftance, had changed their con- 
duSt entirely upon their retdrn, applied to 
bufinefs as eagerly as they had formerly 
launched into extravagance, and had at 
length become very yfeful ^lembers of tke 
community. 

But, continued I, throwing this con- 
fideration out of the queftion, the real 
chara£ter of a people can only be difcovered 
by living among them on a familiar footing, 
and for a confiderable time. This is ne;- 
ceiTary before we can form a juft idea o£ 
any nation ; but perhaps more fo with 
refpe£t to the Englifli, than any other : for 
in no nation are the education, fentini^nts, 
and purfuit§ of thofe who travel, fo differ-, 
^nt from thofe ^f the people who renciaiii 
;|t ^ome. 



KJOmSas IN F&AKCEl 1 

The 'firft ciafs is compofed of a few in- 
valid^, a great many young men raw front 
the univetfity, and fome idle men of for^ 
tune, void of ambition, and incapable of 
applicatioi), who; every now and thcnj 
faunter through Europe/ hecaufe they 
know not how to employ their time at 
home. 

The fecond da& is made up of younger 
brothers^ who are bred to the army, navy^ 
the law, and other profeffions; -^-all who 
follow commerce, are employed in manu* 
faiSiures, or farming ; -^ and, in one word^ 
all who, not being born to independent 
fortunes, endeavour to remedy that incon- 
veniency by induftry, and the cultivation 
of their talents. ^ 

England is the only country in Europe 
ijrhofe inhabitants never leave it in fcarcb 
of fortune* There are, moderately fpeak«- 
ing, twenty Frenchmen in London for 
every Englifliman at Paris. By far the 
greater part of thofe Frenchmen travel to 
get money, and almoft all ihe'EngUih tg 



fpend it. But we ihould certainly be led? 
into great errors, by forming an idea of 
the chara^r of the French nation from 
that of the French fiddlers, danciog-maf** ' 
tersy dentifts^ and valet-de-chambres to be 
met with in England, or other parts of 
Europe.. ' 

The gentleman acknowledged, that it 
would be un£iir to decide on the French 
character from that of their fiddlers and 
dancing*maftersi but added,, that he did: 
not perccife that the Engl iib. could reafon* * 
abiy complain, fhould foreigners form an 
opinion of their national chara<^r ixt>m the- 
men of fortune,, rank, and the moft libcraL 
education, of their ifland. 

lanfwered, they certainly would; becaufe-^ 
young men of high rank and great fortune 
carry a fet of ideas along with them from^^ 
their infancy, which very often difappoint 
the purpofes of the heft education.— —Let 
a child of high rank be brought up with all 
the care and attention the moft judicious 
parents and. mafbers can give;-— let him be 



talAf that pcrfonal qualities alone can mako 
him .truly rcfpedaWc ;•.— chat the fDrtuitcnift 
circumftances of births and fbitane affiird no 
juft foundation for efteem ; — that knowkdge 
and virtue are the true fources of honour 
and happinefs ; — that idlenefs produces vio« 
and niifery^;— that without application hm 
cannot acquire knowledge ;— ani tKal 
without knowledge he will dwindle into 
infignificancey in fpite of rank and for- 
tune: ^Lct thcfe thingi be incalcaled 

with all the power of perfuafion ; let fbcfli 
be illuflrated by example, and infincnted by 
faWe and allegory ; — yet, do we not daily 
fee the effeft of all thi« counteraded by the 
infinuations of fervants and bafe fyeophantf, 
who give an importance to far different qua- 
lities, and preach a mxtdh more agreeable 

doSrine? 

They make eternal allbfions in all their 

difcourfe and behaviour to the great eftate 

the young fpark rs one day to have, and the 

great man he muft be, independent of any 

* cfert of his own. They plainly infintaatCy If 
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they do not diredily fay it, tbat ftudy and 
application, tho' proper enough for hofpital 
toys, is unncceflary,or perhaps unbecoming, 
a man of fefliion^ They talk with^ rapture 
«f the hounds, hunters, and race>horfes of 
•ne great man ; of the rich liveries and 
l>fiUiant equipage of another ; and extol, 
above all others, thofe who poflefs that firft 
of virtues, liberality to their fervants. They 
tell their young mafter, that hi^ rank and 
«(late entitle him to have finer hounds, 
liorfes, liveries, and equipage than either, 
and to be more liberal to his fervants; and 
confequently a greater man in every refped* 
This kind of poifon, being often poured 
upon the young fprouts of fortune and qua- 
lity, gradually blafts the vigour of the 
plants, and renders all care and cultivation 
ineffecSlual. 

If we fuppofe that domeftrcs of another 
chara£ter could be placed about a boy of 
high rank, and every meafure taken to 
infpire him with other fentiments ; he 
wnnoi fiir abroad, he cannot go into com*- 



|>any» without perceiving hi^ own iiD(ioilance» 
and the attention that is fiaid to him. His 
chUdi/h pranks are called fpirited adions; 
his pert fpeeches are converted into bon 
mots ; and when reproved or puniflied by 
hrs parent or mafter, ten to one but fome 
obfeqaioas intermeddler will tell him that he 
has fu£Fered great injoftice* 

The youth, improving all this to the 
purpofes of indolence and vanity, arrives at 
length at the comfortable perfuaiion^ that 
fiudy or application <^ any kind wonld in 
him be fuperflaons ;-— that he ought only 
to feek amufement, for, at the blefled age 
of twenty-one, dHlin^ion, deference, ad* 
miration, and all other gpod th^ngi, will be 
added unto him* 

A young man, on the other hand, who 
is Wn to no fuch expe&ations, has no fy-^ 
coph^nts around him to pervert his under^ 
{landing; — when he behaves improperly^ 
he inftantly fees the marks^ of difapprobation 
on every countenance :-^he daily meets 
With people who inform^ him of his faults 



withoQ* ceremony or circumlocation.-— '{fe- 
perceives that nobody cares for his bad hu^- 
mour or caprice, and very naturally con- 
cludes that he had beft ceneSt bis temper. 
—He finds that he is apt to be ncg!e<acd inz 
company, and that the only rennedy for^ this . 
liiconvcliiency will He the rendering hioifeiC 
agreeable.^** He loves affluence, cUftinftioOy. 
and admiration) as well as (he rich andi 
great; but becomes fully convinced that he 
can tiever obtain even the ihadow of them^. 
otherwffe than by ufeful and ornamentals 
acquirements. The truth of thofc precepts, 
which is proved by rhetoric and fyllogifi^f 
to the boy of fortune, is e^cperimenUilfy felt 
by him who has no fortune; and the dif-^ 
ference which this makes is infinite. 

So that the- fon of a gentleman of mo» 
derate fortune has a probability of knowings 
more of the world at the age of fixtaen, ani 
of having a juftcr notion of people's fenti- 
ments of him, than a youth of very high: 
rankat a much more advanced age; for it 
is very difficult for any perfon to fin4 out- 
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~^at he isdefpifed vfhtlebe CMtiaiics td be 
flattered. 

So far, tiierefere, from being farprilbd 
tfiat diffipsMMMiy weaknefiy and igooranoe, 
are fo prevalent among thofe wbo aic bom 

' to great ^ortimeft and high- rank, we oo^t 
to be aftoniflied to fee fo- great a number of 
men of Witue, diligenoe, and goiins, among 

* them a$ there is^ And if the niuBber be 
proportionabty greater in iiigland than in 
any other counrry, which I beiicfe is the 
cafe, this miift proceed from the impartial 
difcipline of oor public fehoob, and the* 
equitable treatment which boys of the* 
greateft rank receive from their comiadts^ 
Sometimes the natural, manly fentimcnts 
l^ey acquire from their fdio<ri companions 9. 
fbrve a^ an antidote ' agmft the chiidifh,. 
fopU^eal' notions with which weak or 

' defignifig men endeavouv to infpire thttn ia 
' a^r-iife* 

• The tiaftare o# the Bnd& conftitati^n' 
eontributesalfd to form a greatei^munber of 
m^i-of tglesti aqioag. dMi weakhy and the- 
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great, than are to be fbiind in other coun-* 
tries ; becaufe it opens a wider field for am- 
'bition than in any other government ;— '•and 
^ambition excites thofe exertions which pro- 
duce talents. 

But, continued I, you muft acknowledge 
that it would be improper to form a judgmeut 
of the Englifh genius, by famples taken 
from men who have greater temptations to 
indolence, and fewer fpurs to application, 
than others. 

My di(putant ftill conteftedthe pointy and 
^ertc4, ^t high birth gave a native dig- 
nity land elevation to the mind ; — ^that dif- 
tinfUons and honours were originally in- 
troduced into fiimilies by eminent abilities 
and great virtues ; — • that when a man of lU 
JuArious birth came into a company, or 
even when his name was mentioned, this 
naturally raifed a recoUe£kion of the great 
a6lions and fhining qualities of the eminent 
perfon who had ^firft acquired thofe ho- 
nours ; — that a confcioufneft of this mud 
naturally ftimulitte the preibat fo&Blat to 
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:imtt:ltd the virtues of his anceftors s«-4bat 
bis degenerating wotsid fubje£l him to the 
higheft degree of cenfare, as the world 
could not» without indignation^ behold iii« 
dolence and vice adorned with the rewards 
of adivity and virtue. 

I might have difputed this aflertion, that 
honours and titles are always tlfe rewards of 
virtue; and could have produced abund- 
ance of inftances of the oppofite propofU 
tion. But I allowed that they often were foy 
and that ' hereditary honours in a family al-» 
ways ought to have, and fometimes had^ 
the c£Fc& which ^e fuppofed : but thefc 
conceffions being made in their fullefi ex<- 
tent» dill he would do in}u(lice to the Eng* 
Tiihf by forming a judgment of their na« 
tional chara£ler, from what he had obferved 
of the temper, manners, and genitrs of 
thofe EngViihmen with whom he had been 
acquainted in foreign countries ; becaufe 
three-fourths of them Were, in all probs^ 
bility, men of fortone, without having iz* 
mily or high birth tQ boaft of s fo that they 
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Bad the greatcft inducements to indblencci* 
withoutvpoflfeffirfg the motives to virtuoiis^ 
exertions, which infliience people of high, 
rank. —For, though it rarely happened in 
other countries, it was tery common in* 
England for men of all the yarioDS profet 
fions and trades to accumulate very great 
fortunes, which,- at their death, falKng to^ 
their fons, thefc young men, without hav- 
ing had a fuitable education, immediately 
fet up for gentlemen, and run over Europe 
in the charadlers of Milords Angloi^, game, 
purchafe pi€kures, mutilated fiatues, arid 
miftreiles, to the aftonifhment of all behold- 
ers : an<li confcious of the blot in their 
efcutcheon, they think it is incumbent on 
them to wafli it out> and make* up for the . 
impurity of their blood, by plunging deeper 
into the ocean of extravagance than is n€- 
cefTary for a. man of hereditary £»&ion« 

Here our converfation ended, and the 
'gentleman promifed that he would abide by 
ihe idea he had formed of the Englifli na^ 
tion> from, the -works of. Milton, Locke,; 
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.and Newton, and the characters o£RaIei£{i». 
fiambden^ amL Sidney* 



LETTER Ll: 

Kraiddbrt.. 
ixMONG the remarkable things in FranK^ 
ibrt the inns may be reckoned. Two iiv 
particular, the Emperor -and tbc Rfd 
Moufe, for- cleanlinefs, conveniency, and 
number of apartments^ are fuperior to 
any I eyer faw on the continent, aod vie 
with ouF> moft nfiagnificent inns in £ng*- 
bind; 

At thefe, a» at aU other inns in Germany 
and Sivftserlaad, tb&rc is. an ordinary, at 
which the ftrangers may dine and fnp. This 
i» called the Table d'Hdte, from the cr- 
<us^t{»oe p£ die landlord's fittiog aL the 
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bottom of the table, and carving the vi6iuab« 
The fame name for an ordinary is ftill re- 
tained in France, tho' the landlord does not 
fit at the table, which wjft the cafe formerly 
in that country, and ftiil is the cuftom in 
Germany. 

There afe no private lodgings to be had 
here, as in London, nor any hotels garnis» as 
in Paris. Strangers therefore retain apart- 
ments at the inn, during the whole time of 
their refidence in any of the towns. And 
- travellers of every denomination in this 
country, under the rank of fovereign prrn- 
ces, make no fcrupleof eating occafionally 
at the Table d'Hotc of the/mn where they 
lodge, which cuftoro is univerfally followed 
by ft rangers from every country on the 
continent of Europe. 

Many of our countrymen, however, who 
defpife OBConomy, and hate the company of 
ftrangers, prefer eatjng in their own apart* 
snents to the Table d'Hote, or any private 
table to which they may be invited. 

It.wottld be arrogance in any body to iU^ 
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ptite the rfght which every free-born Eng- 
lifliman has to follow his own inclination 
in this particular : yet when people wi(h to 
avoid the company of (Irangers, it (Inkes 
me, that they might indulge their fancy as 
completely at home as abroad ; and while 
they continue in that humour, I cannot 
help thinking that they might (ave thenw 
felves the inconveniency and expence of 
travelling. 

The manners, and genius of nations, it is 
true, are not to be learnt at inns ; nor if 
the mod (tleSt company to be found at pub* 
lie ordinaries ; yet a perfon of obfervationt 
and who is fond of the ftudy of charaAer, 
vrill fometimes find in(lru£tion and enter- 
tainment at both. He there fees the inha- 
bitants of the country on a lefs ceremonious 
footing than he can eifewbere, and hears 
the remarks of travellers of every degree.,. 

The firft care of a traveller certainly 
ihouldbe, to form an acquaintance and fome 
digree of intimacy with the principal people 
in every place where he intends to re« 
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fide ; — to accept invitations to their h!ft\\1!yr 
parties, and attend their focieties ; — to en- 
tertain them at his apartments, when that 
tan be conveniently done, and endeavour to 
acquire a juft notion of their governmentr 
cuftoms, fentiments, and manner of living. 
*n- Thofc who are fond of the ftudy of man, 
which, with all due deference to the philo* 
fophert who prefer that of be^ftsr birds^ 
and butterflies, is not unnatural pbilofophy, 
^ill mix occafionally with all degrees of 
people,, and, when not otherwife engaged^ 
wi!l not fcruple to take a feat at the Table 
d'HSte. 

' It IS faid that low people are fometiffies. 
to be found at thefe ordinaries. This to be 
fure is a weighty ol]je6tion , but then it 
(hould be remembered, that it i« within the 
bounds of poffibility that men, even engaged 
in commerce, may have liberal minds, and 
may be aWe to give as diflind accounts of 
what is worthy of obfervation, as if they 
had been as idle as people of the higheft' 
*£afliion through the whole of. their lives.. 
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A nran mufl have a; very turgid idea of his 
own gran^ur, if he cannot fubmit, in a 
Ibreign cbuntry, to dine at table with a perfoa 
of inferior rank; efpecially as he will meet, 
at the feme time, with othen of equal, oc 
fiuperior rank to himfelf : for all etiquette of 
thia nature is waved even in Germany at the 
Tables d'H6tes.- 

A knowledge o£ the * charaders of men, 
as they appear varied in different fituations 
and countries- — the Audy of human nature 
indeed in ail its forms and modifications, is* 
Ughly interefttng to the mind, and worthy 
the attention of the greateft man. This is. 
not to be perfedltly atta'med in courts and 
palaces. The inveftigator of nature muft 
*vi(it her in humbler life, and put himfelf 
6n a level with the men whom he wifhes to 
know* 

It is generally founds that thoft whiVpoC- 
fefs real greatnefsof mind^ never hefitate to 
overleap the ofoftacles, and defpife the forms^ 
which may ftand in the way of their acqai:- 
i»ng this u&fal. knowledge^ - 
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The moft powerful of all arguments 
againft entirely declining to appear at the 
public table of the inn, is, ihat in this coun*? 
try it is cuftomary for the ladles themfelves^ 
when on .a journey, to eat there; and my 
partiality for the Table d'Hote may poflfibly 
be owing in fome degree to my having met, 
at one of them, with two of the handfomefi 
women that I have fcen fince I have been 
in this country, which abounds in female 
beauty. 

There is more expreffion in the counted 
nances of French women ; but the ladies in 
Germany have the advantage in the fairnefs 
of their Ikin, and the bloom of their com- 
plexion. They have a greater refemblancc 
to Englifli women than to French ; yet they 
fliflFer confiderably from them both. — I do 
not know how to give an idea of the various 
Ibades of expreffion^ which, if I miftake not, 
I can diftinguiih in the features of the fex in 
thefe three countries. 

A handfome French woman, befides the 
eafe of her maoner^ has commonly a look 
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of cheetfulnefs and great vivacity. — She 
appears willing to be acquainted with you, 
and feems to exped that you (hould ad< 
drefs her. 

The nuinner of an Englifli woman if not 
fa devoid of reftraint ; and a ftranger, cfpc- 
cially if he be a foreigner^ may obferve a 
look which borders on difdain in her coun- 
tenance. Even among the lovelieft features, 
fomething of a fulky air often appears. 
While their beauty allure?, this in fome de- 
gree checks that freedom ofaddrefs which 
you might ufe to the French woman, and 
intereils your vanity more, by giving the 
idea of the difficulties you have to conquer. 

A German ^beauty, without the fmart 
air of the one, or the referveof the other, 
has generally a more placid look chaa 
eitbeK 
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Frankforu 

O^'^K^^'^ individuais liere are fond of dtf* 
tinguiihing themfelves- by their paiGon for 
the tine arts, and firangers. are itiformedy 
that it is well worth while to viiit ceruin 
private collodions of paintings which are to 
t)e feen at Frankfort* 

. You know I am no connoifleur ; and if 
I were, Ihould not take up. your time in 
defcrihing them, or giving a criticiftn oa 
llieir fubye^l. For though I have feen them, 
you have not : and nothing, in my opioion, 
can be more unintelligible and tirefome to 
the Reader, than criticifms on paintings 
which he has not feen. I fhall only ob* 
ferve that as all thefe colledkions have ac* 
quired the efteem and approbation of the 



rproprietors» which I prefume was the chief 
icnd of their creation, they are certainly en* 
titled to refffe^ from every unconcerned 
i^edator. — One of them in particular 
muft .be very valuaUe, on account of the 
prodigious' fum of money which the pre- 
fent pofieflbr was offered f«r it, and which 
he refufed as inadequate to its worth; 
though the Tam offered would have at once 
made the gentleman eafy in hit ctrcun^ 
Aances, which, I am forry to fay, is far 
from being the cafe« This anecdote can* 
Aot be doubted, for I bad it fronvhis own 
mouth. 

It is ft'dl more the £ifliion here to form, 
cabinets of natural coriofities. Befides the 
^epofitories of this kind, whidb are to be 
feen at the courts ^theprinces^ many in- 
dividuals all over Germany have mufeums 
.in their houCes, and ftrangers cannot pay 
^heir court better, than by Fequef^ing per- 
miifioQ ta fee thorn. This would be an 
<eafy piece of pi>Uteiie0, if %be ftranger were 
^^^^^^^ ^Jf^)i?i^. view» and walk aw^y 
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when he thought proper, But the mif- 
fortune is^ that the proprietor attends on 
thefe occafions» and gives the hiftory of 
every piece of ore, petrifaAion, fbiEi wood, 
ahd monfter that 18 in the coUedion. And 
as this IcAure is given gratis, he afiiunes 
the right of making it as long as he plcafes : 
fo that requefting a fight of a private col- 
le6fcion of natural curiofities, is a more fe- 
rious matter than people are aware of. 

The Duke of Hamilton has brought him- 
fclf into a fcrapc, out of which I imagine 
it will be difficult to extricate him. Being 
unacquainted with the trouble which thefc 
• gentlemen give themfelves on fuch occafions, 
he has cxpreffed an inclination to three or 
fbuV virtuofi to fee their cabinets. I attended 
him on his firft vifitation yefterday. The 
gentleman made ah unufual exertion to 
pkafe his Gra<ic. He faidj being fully con* 
vinced of his tafte for natural philofophy, in 
which people of his high rank were never 
deficient, he would therefore take pleafure 
to eKplaifl every particular in die colie<flion 

with 
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with the greateft deliberation. He had kept 
Mmfelf difengaged the whole forenoon on 
purpofe, and had given orders not to be 
interrupted. He then defcanted on each 
particular in the collei^ion, with fuch mi- 
nutenefs and perfeverance, as completely fa- 
tiated his Grace's curiofity, and gave him 
fuch a knowledge of earths, cryftals, agates^ 
pyrites, marc^Cites, petrVfadllons, metals, femi-, 
metals, &c. &c. sts will, I dare fweax, fcrvc 
him for the reft of his life. 



Cas&eL 
I began this tetter at Frankfoit, not 
fufpcAVn^ that our departure would be fo 
bidden. But as the day approached on 
which we had been promifed the fight of 
another cabinet of curiofities, I found the 
Duke's impatience to be gone incieafe every 
moment. So vfending our apology to the 
proprietors of two or three which he had 
^ VOL, II. B 
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aiked permilfion to vifit, we pafled one day 
with Madame de Barkhaufe's family, and 
another with Mr. Gogle's, and then bidding 
a hafty adieu to- our other acquaintances at 
Frankfort, we fet out for this place. Wc 
flept the firft night at Marburg, and on 
the fecond, about midnight, arrived at 
CaffeL 

As the ground is quite covered with fnow, 
the roads bad, and the pods long, we were 
obliged to take fix horfes for each chaife,, 
which, after all, in fome places moved no 
fafter than a couple of hearfes. The Dukc" 
bore this with wpnderful ferenity, con« 
templating the happy evafion he ha<l made 
from the cabinets at Frankfort. A flave 
' who had efcaped from the mines could not 
have fhown greater fatisfadiion. His good 
huihour remained proof againfl; all the 
phlegm and obflinacy of the German poftiU 
lions, of which, one who has hot travelled 
in the extremity of the winter, and whea 
the roads are covered with fnpw, throughi 
this country, can form no idea. 



The contraft of cbarader between the 
French and Germans is ftrongly illuftrated 
in the behaWour of the poftiUions of the 
tS¥o countries, 

A French poftillion is generally either 
laughing, or fretting, orfinging, or fweartn^ 
all the time he is on the road. If a hill or 
bad road oblige him to go flow, he will of a 
fudden fall a cracking his whip above his 
bead for a quarter of an hour together, 
without rhyme or reafon ; for he knows the 
horfes cannot go a bit fader, and he does 
not intend they ihould. All this noife and 
emotion^ therefore, means nothing ; and 
proceeds entirely from that abhorrence of 
^uiet which every Frenchman fucks in with 
his mother's milk. 

A German poftillion, on the contrary, 
drives four horfes with all poflible tran- 
quillity. He neither lings, nor frets, nor 
laughs : he only fmokes ;— and when he 
comes near a narrow defile, he founds his 
trumpet to prevent any carriage from entering 
at the other end till he has got through. If 
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you call to him to go fafter, he turns about, 
looks you in the face, takes his pipe from his 
mouth, and fays, Yaw Mynheer,^ — yaw, 
yaw ; and then proceeds exa6lly in the fame 
pace as before. He is no way afFeSed 
whether the rosed be good or bad ; whether 
it rains, or fhines, or fnows : — and he feems 
to be totally regardlefs of the people 
whom be drives, and equally callous to their 
reproach or applaufe. He has one obje& 
of which he never lofes fight, which is, 
to conduct your chaife and the contents from 
one poft to another, in the manner he thinks 
bcft for himfelf and the horfes. And unlefs 
his pipe goes out (in which cafe he 
Arikes his flint and rekindles it), he feems 
not to have another idea during the whol^ 
jpijrncy, . 

Your beft way is to let him take his 
own way at firft, for it will come to that 
at laft. — All your noife and blufter are 
vain. 
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Non vuUus inftantis tyranni 
Mente quatit folida, neque Aufter 
Dax ihqaieti turbidas Adriae 
Nee fulminantis magna Jovis ounus.* 

* Not the proud tyrant^ fiercfft threat^ 
Nor florms that from their dack retreat 

The lawlels furges wake ; 
Not Jove's dread bolt that fliakes the polc^ 
The firmer purpoie of his ibul 
With ail its power can ihake. 

Bl,ACKJU>CKX« 



LETTER LTIL 



^ CiMCfi 

X HE attention and civilites which are paid 
to the Dtike of Hamilton by this coart have 
induced us to remain longerthan we intended 
at our arriva/. 
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As you feem . curious to know how wc 
pafs our time, and the ftyle of living here, 
I fhall give you a Kketch of one day, which, 
with little variation, may give you an idea of 
all the reft. 

We generally employ. the morning and 
forenoon in ftudy. We go to the palace 
about half an hour before dinner is ferved, 
where wc find all the officers, who have 
been invited, affemblcd in a large room. 
The Landgrave foon appears, and continuet 
converfing with the company till his confort 
arrives with the princefs Charlotte, and ^fuch 
ladies as they have thought proper to - in- 
vite. 

The company thfen walk to the dining 
parlour, where there are about thirty ca- 
vers every day, and the fame number in a 
loom adjoining. The doors being left open 
between thefe apartments, the whole forms 
in a manner bat one company. The Gran- 
gers, and fuch officers as. are not under tb« 
rank of colonel^ dine at their Highnefles 
table. 
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The repaft continues about two hours, 
during which the cohveriation is canied oa 
vrith fome little appearance of conftraiar, 
and rathef in a low voic^, eioepc When 
cither of their Highncffcs fpeaks to aof 
perfon feated at a little diftanoe* 

After dinner the company returns to tlie 
room where they firft :^mbled. In this 
they remain* till the Landgrave retires, 
which he ufually does within aboat a quar- 
ter of art ^hotir. Soon after, die oorapanf 
feparates till (even in the eveniDg^ when 
they again atTeoible. 

The Landgrave plays oonftantly at Ci* 
vaniolle, a kind of lotteryv where ao ad* 
drefs or attention is reqoifite, and whidi 
needs hardly interrapt converfatioo* It 
requires about a dozen players to make his 
party. 

The Landgravine plays at Qciadrille, and 
choofcs her own party every ntght.-^^Othei 
card-tables are (et in the adjoining roomSp 
for the conveniency of any who dioofic to 
play. The gaming continnes abogl a coop 
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pie of hours. The Landgrare then falutes 
her Highnefs on both cheeks, and retires 
to his own apartments, while (he and the 
reft of the compaiiy go to foppar. At this • 
repafl there is lefs formality, and of coa-* 
fequence more eafe and gaiety, than at 
dinner. 

When her Highnefs rifes from table, 
mod part of the company attend her up 
fiairs to a fpacious anti- chamber, where (he 
remains converfing a few minutes, and then 
retires. 

*" Thefe general forms are fometimes va- 
ried by a concert in the Landgrave's apart- 
ments* ' There are alfo certain days of 
Gala, which are only diflinguifhed by the 
company*s being more numerous, and bet- 
ter dreffed, than ufual : two circum (lances^ 
which do not add a vaft deal to the pleafure 
of the entertainment. 

Daring the Carnival, there were two or 
three mafquerades. On thefe occafions the 
court aflemble about fix in the evening, th-e 
men bogig all in Dominos, and the ladies 



in their ufual drefs, or with the acklitioii 
of a few fanciful ornaments, according to 
the particular tafte of each. 

They amufe themfelves with cards and 
eonverfation till the hour of fupper. Dur* 
ing this interval, a gentleman of the court 
carries a parcel of tickets in his hat, eqaai 
to the number of men in company. Thefe 
are prefented to the ladies, each of whom 
cjraws one* Tickets in the fame manner 
are prefented to the men, who take ono 
a-piece, which they keep till the card-playing 
is finlihed. 

The officer then calls number One^ 
upon which the couple who are poflefled of 
that number come forward, and th» gentle* 
man leads the lady into the fupper-room^ 
fits by her, and is her partner for the reft 
of the evening. In the fame manner every 
other number is called^ 

After fupper, all the company pot on 
their malks. Her Highnefs is led into 
the mafquerade room. The reft follow, 
each lady being handed by her partner# 



The Landgravine and her partner walk to 
tiie upper end of the room. —The next 
couple ftop at a fmall diftance below 
them ; the third next to the fecond^ and 
ib on tiil this dou4)le file reaches from the^ 
top to the bottom of the hail. If there, 
are any fupernumerariesy they muft retire 
to the fides. ^— From this arrangement you 
expect a country-dance : -— a minuet how«- 
ever is intended : — the mufic begins, and 
all the mafkers on the floor, confiding of 
twenty or thirty couple, walk a minuet 
together. This, which is rather a con- 
fufed aflBur, being over, every body fits 
down, the Landgravine excepted, who 
generally dances nine or ten minutes fuc* 
ceffively with as many different gent It men* 
She then takes her feat till the red of the 
company have danced minuets, which being 
over, the cotillons and country-dances be« 
gin, and continue till four or five in the 
morning. . 

Her Highnefs is a very beautiful woman, 
gtaceful in her perfon^ and of a gay and 
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fprightly charafter. She is in danger of 
grow'mg corpulent, an inconveniency not 
lati common in Germany/ bat which ihe 
endeavours to retard by ufing a great deal 
of exercife. 

Befides the company who fop at courT^ 
the rooms were generally crowded witl;^ 
tnaiks from the tow4i, fome of whom are 
in fancy drefles, and keep themfelves con- 
cealed all the time^ And although thofe 
who came from the court are known 
when they enter the mafquerade rooms^ 
many of them flip out afterwards, change 
their drefs, and return to amufe them^^i 
felves> by teaiing their friends in theif 
affiimed charaders^ as is ufual at maf- 
querades^ 

The coontry-d^nces are tompofed of 4Jt 
^rfons proniifcuouily, who incline to join 
in them*— Two women of pleafure, who 
had come to pafs the Cari^ival at CaflTel in 
ih* exercife of their profeflion, and vncvo 
well known to many of the officera, danced 
every iijul'^iuerade night in the cosmtrjF^ 
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dance, which her Highnefs led down ; for 
the maik annihilates ceremony, puts every 
body on a footing, and not un^requently, 
white it conceals the face moft effe£tually» 
ferves fo much the more to difcovcr the real 
charader and inclinations of the wearer» 
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Cassel. 

IMext to the Ele)6lors of the Empire, the 
Landgrave of Hefie Caflel is one of the 
greateft Princes in Germany;: end even of 
thpfe, the EleSors of Bohemia, Bavaria, Sax- 
ony, and Hanover, only are richer and 
more powerful than he. His^country is inr 
general hilly, with a great deal of woody 
b^t mterfperfed with fertile vsdUes and coui^ 
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£el<ls. The large fubfid'ies this court re- 
ceived from Britain during the two . laft 
wars, with what is given in the time of 
peace, by way of retaining fee, hav^ greatly 
contributed to the prefent flouriihing ftate 
of its finances. 

The reigning Prince forfook the Pro- 
teftant feith about twenty years ago, and 
, made a public profeflion of the Roman 
Catholic religion, in the life-time of th9 
iate Landgrave, his father. This gave 
great aneafinefs to the old Prince, and 
alarmed his fubjei^s, who are all Pro- 
teilants. 

The dates of the Landgraviate were at 
fembled on this important occafion, and 
fuch meafures taken as were judged neccA 
fary to maintain the religion and conAita- 
tion of the country againft any future at- 
tempt to fubverc theitir The Hereditarj^ 
Prince was excluded from ail fliare in the 
education of his tons, who wei^e put undes 
the tuition of the Princefs Mary of Great 
Britain, hi$ &ft wife, living at that \iff» b» 



parate frdm her hufband. The cideft forti 
upon his father's acccffion to the Landgra-^ 
viate^ was put in poflefRon of the coun-ty of 
Hanau ; fo that the inhabitants felt no in-^ 
convenicncy from the change of their 
Prince's religion : and as he himieif has reaped 
DO earthly advantage, either in point of ho- 
fiour or profit, by his converfion, it is pre-* 
fumabte, that his Highnefs's hopes are. noiii^ 
limited to the rewards which may await him 
in another world. 

This Prince keeps on foot 16000 men 
m time of peace, difciplined according to 
the Pruilian plan, the Landgrave himfelf 
having the rank of Field Marfhal in the 
Pruffian army. The Prmce is fond of exer- 
cifing them ; but not having a houfe on 
purpof-^, as the Prince of Hefle Dannftadc 
ha>, he takes that amufement when the 
weather is very bad in the dining-foom of 
his palace, wh^re I have frequently feentwo 
or thiee hundred of the firft battalion of 
guards perform their mancBUvre« with all 
pouAbie dexterity. 



The Prince of Saxe-Gotha, brother to 
the /late Princefs of Waics, has a regiment 
in the Landgrave's fervice, and refides at 
Caffel. 

The perfon who has the chief managC'* 
ment in miliary affairs, is General Scliven^ 
a ftian of ati exceeding jufl and accurate un« 
derftandtng, which he has finely cultivated 
by reading and refle£lton. 

I have the happinefs to be intimately ac- 
quainted with many other officers in this fer« 
vice. — An open manner^ and uiidefigning 
civility, diftinguifh the German chara^r 9 
qualities which naturahy hanifh referve, and 
infpire confidence. And what makes the 
converfation of thefe gentlemen ftill more 
agreeable and interelling to me, is^ the juf« 
tice they feem fond of rendering to the bra* 
very of the Britifh troops with whom they 
ferved. They always mention the names of 
Granby, Waldgraf e, and Kingfley, with 
the higheft encomiums, and fpeak with af- 
ft£lionate regard of feme officers with whom . 
they were more intimatcfy acquainted, par* 
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ticularly Mr. Kdth, now at Vienna, and 
Colonel John Maxwell, whom they applaud 
as one of th^ braveft and. mod aSive officers 
that ferved in the allied army ; and feem' 
fond of mentioning in(lance$ of the amazing 
intrepidity of the Britifli greitadiers whoca 
he commanded. 

Befides thofe ai^ualiy in the Landgrave's 
fervice, there are fome other p^rfons of note 
who refide at CaiTeK I fometimes pafs an 
afternoon with old General ZaftroWy who 
had the command of the ga/rifon of Schwcid- 
nitZy when it was furprifed by the AuAriah 
general Laudobn. 

If you recolleift, that important place had 
been taken from the Pruffians in the year 

1757, by Count Nadafti. It was blockaded 
by the King of Pruffia in the winter of that 
fame year, and furrendercd to him in fpring 

1758, after one half of the garrifon had 
fallen in defending, the |ilace. In the year 
1 76 1 Laudohn retook it, almoft in fight 
of the Proifian monarch| by the moft brU<« 
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liaht c6up-de-main that perhaps CTcr was 
ftuck. 

The King's army and Laudohn's. were 
both in the neighbourhood of Schweid- 
nitz. The latter could not attempt a re- 
gular fiege, "while he was watched by fuch 
an enterpriiing enemy. But obferving that 
the King had moved at a greater diftance 
than ufual from the town, and knowing 
that more than one half of the garrifon had 
been drafted, he refolved on an enterprife 
as bold as it was fagacious. One morning 
early this vigilant commander, taking the 
advantage of a thick fog, jtiarched his army 
to the town of Schweidnilz in four divi- 
£ons. Scaling-ladders were applied to the 
ramparts, and fome of the Audrians had 
aiSlually entered thp town, before they were 
obferved by the centinels. 

The garrifon, being at laft roufed, at-r 
tacked the aflailants in a furious manner. — > 
The confuiion was increafedby the blowing 
up of a powder magazine, which deftroyed 
great numbers on both fides. The Gover- 
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tior was taken prifoner^ fighting fword itt 
hand on the ramparts, and the town ftfr- 
teiidered. 

This exploit eftabliflied the reputation of 
Laudohn, while poor Zaftrow, according 
to the ufual fete of the unfortunate, be- 
came a prey to the cialumny of the unfeel- 
ing and ungenerous. He demanded a trial 
by a court martial, •^— The King faid there 
Was no occafion for that, as he did not ao 
cufe him of any crime. — But he did not 
judge it expedient to employ him in any 
Command after this misfortune. 

I have heard the old man relate all the 
particulars of that aflFjir, and the account 
he gave has been confirmed to me by offi* 
cers well informed, and unconne^ed with 
him* . ^ . 

A Company of French comedians are 
lately arrived herp, which forms a new 
refource for the court. They remain fijt 
weeks, or two months. The- Landgrave 
pays them a ftipulated fum for afting twice 
a-week during that time 5 and they have 



fearcely it\y emolument befidc ; for the 
inhabitants of Caflei, who are CalviniAs, 
fhcw no great paffion for dramatic enter- 
tainments* 

The playhoufe is neat, though fmall ; 
the front gallery, with a convenient room 
behind, is appropriated to the court« 
"When the Prince or Princes ftand up, 
wJieiher between the a£ls, or in the time 
of the reprefentation, all the audience, piti 
box, and gallery, immediatciy arife, and 
remain in a (landing podure till their fove« . 
leign fats down. 

Since the arrival of thefe players, the 
court has been uncommonly brilliant, and 
the Gala days more frequent, Yefterday . 
was a very fplcndid one, I then obfcrved 
in the drawing- room two perfons, neither 
of whom is a Heflian, faluting each other 
with great poUtenefs and apparent regard. 
A little after, one of them .touched my' 
fhoulder, and, pointing to the other, 
whifpered in my ear, — ^Prenez garde, Mon- 
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fieur, de cet homme ; c'eft un grand 
coquin. < 

The other within a few minutes came 
Jto me, faying, Croyez vous, Monficur, que 
V )us puiffitz reconnoitre un fou fi je vous 
le montrois? — Le voila, added he, (howing 
the perl'on who had whifpered me before. 

I have been fince told, by thofe who 
know both, that each had hit exadUy upoa 
the other's charaftcr. 

This little trait I have mentioned merely 
on account of its fingularity, and to (how 
you how very different the manners of this 
court, and the fentiments of the courtiers 
here with regard to each other, arefrona 
thofe lit St. James's. 
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LETTER LV. 



Cassel, 

X HE City of Caffel is fituated on the 
river Fuida. It confifts of an old and 
new town. The former is the Jargeft and 
raoft irregular. The new town is well 
built; and there, as you may believe, the 
nobih'ty and officers of the court have their 
houfes. The ftreets are beautiful, but not 
over-crowded with inhabitants, 

Befides the large chateau in the town of 
Cafiel, which is the Landgrave's winter 
reiidence, he has feveral villas and caftles 
in .different parts of his dominions. Imme- 
diately without the town, there is a very 
beautiful building, in which he dwells' for 
the moft part of the fummer. The apart- 
ments there are neat and commodious^ fomQ 



( 
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of them adorned with antique ftatues of 
confiderable value. 

None of the rooms are fpacious enough, 
to admit of exercifing any confiderable 
number of the troops within their walls; 
^ but his Highncfs fometimes indulges in this 
favourite recreation on the top of this villa, 
which has a flat roof, moft convenient for 
that purpofe. 

Around this are fome noble parks 9n4 
gardens, with a yery coniplete orangery. 
There is alfo a menagerie, with a confi* 
derable colleiiion of curious animals. I 
faw there a very fine lionefs, which has 
lately loft her hufband---an elephant-^three 
camels in fiac condition, one of them milk,^ 
white, the other two grey, and much 
taller than the.dephant; --«an African deer, 
^ fierce and lively animal, with a fkin beau* 
tifully fpottcd ;-r- a very tall rein-deer f-T fe* 
vcral leopards — a bear, and a great variety 
of monkies. The coUe^ion of birds is ftill 
more complete, a great many of which ^ro 
from the £aft Indies, 
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In the academy of arts, which is fituated 
in the new town, are fonie« valuable an- 
tiques, and other curiofities, among which 
is a St. John in Mofaic, done after a pi£ture 
of Raphael's, with the fpilpWing infcriptioa 
below it : 

IMAGINEM S. JOHANNES 

EX ITALIA ADVENAM 

JN RAKUM YiKKM INDVJSTRLE HUMANiB 

MONUMENTUM 

HANC COLLOCARI JUSSIT 

FREDERICCS II. HASS|^ LANPOH. 

A. M.D.CCLXV. 

But this art of copying paintings in Mo- 
faic work, I underftand, has of late been 
brought to a much greater degree of per« 
fe<5lion at Rome. 

In the veftibule is placed the trunk of a 
laurel tree, with this infcription on the wall 
behind it : 
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QUJE 

?BA qcto principum cattorum ^tatis 
in am^nis inclyti cajssel 
viridarii spatiam floruit 

LAURUS 

ALT. CIRCITER LIV. LAT. IV. PED. RHENAN, 

AD TEMPORA HEROUM 

SERENISS. DOMUS HASSIjE 

CORONIS CINOENDA, 

SENIO, SED NON IJMtPLORIS, EMQRTUA^EST 

NE VERO TOTA PERIRET 

ARBOR APOLLINI SACRA 

TRUNCUM IN MUSEO SERVARI JUSSIT 

FREDERICUS II. H. L. 

A. M.D.CCLXIU. 

They alfo fliow a f)vord, which was 
oonfccrated by the Pope, and fent to one 
of the Princes of this family at his fetting 
out on an expedition to the Holy Land, 
What havoc this facred weapon made 
among the Infidels I cannot fay. -<- It has a 
very venerable appearance for a fword, and 
yet feems little the worfe for -wear. 

Near the old chateau, and a little to one 
fide, is a colonnade of fmall pillars lately 
iiuilt, and intended as an ornament to the 

ancient 



aflciefrtt caftle, though in a very diflfercnt 
ilyle of architecture. The flimnefs of their 
form appears the more remarkable oa 
aecoaiK al their vicinity to this Gothic 
ftruduref* 

Some time (ifice, a iiiountd>ank cane to 
Caffel, who, befides many, other won^r- 
fal feats, ^ pretended that he could fwaliow 
and digeft ftones. A Hef&an officer walk- 
ing- before the chateau with an EngUih 
gemleman, who then happened to be at 
. Ca&el, afked him what he thought of 
the fine new colonnade ? — It is very fine 
indeed, replied the flranger ; but if yon wifh 
it to be durable, you ought to take care 
not to allow the mountebank to walk this 
way before break&ft. 

. Nothing in the country of HeSc is more 
worthy the admiratioii of travellers, than 
the Gtethic temple and catcade at Wafen- 
ftcin. There was originally at this place 
an ^Id building, which was ufed by the 
Princes of this family as a kind of hunting* 
hottfe. It is fiti«tted near die bottom of 

VOL. n. c 
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a coloflal (latue of Hercules leaning on his 
club, in the attitude of the Farnefe Her- 
cules. This figure is of copper, and thirty 
feet in height. There is a ftaircafe within 
the club by which a man may afcend, and 
have a view of the country from a windov^ 
at the top. 

Wafenftein, upon the whole, is infinitely 
the nobkft work of the kind I ever faw. 
I have been aflured, there is nothing equal 
to it in Europe. It has not the air of a 
modern work, but rather conveys the idea 
of Roman magnificence. 

We think of leaving this within a few 
days for Brunfwick. -^ I fhall not clbfe my 
letter till we get to Gottingen, where we 
may probably flay a ihort time. 

P. S. The ]>uke and I took our leave of 
^e court and our friends yeflerday, and 
ad:ually fet out from CafTel this mornings 
but finding the roads entirely overflowed by 
^he extraordinary fwelling of the Fulda, we 
were xjbliged to retHTn. A great thaw for 
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fome days paft diffolvmg the fnow and ice, 
has occafioned this fwelling, and rendered 
the roads impaflable. 

After taking leave we could not appear 
again at court, hot dined at one of the 
melTes with the officers.— From this party I 
am juft returned, and finding it uncertain 
when we may get to Gottingeni I fend this 
to-night. 

Adieu. 



s» 



LETTER LVL 



Bnuuwick. 
A* foon as the roads were paffablc, we left 
Caflely and arrived, not without difficulty 
and fomc rilk, at Munden, a town fituated 
in a vale, where the Fulda, bcmg joined 
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by anotl>er rivei:, takes the name of the 
Wefer. 

This town feems to run fome danger fronii 
inundations. The road, for a confiderable 
way before we enterei^dilw4an4 the ftreels 
jieareil the river, were ftiliVbverflowed when 
we pafled. 

We went on the fame night to Gottlngen, 
an exceedingly neat and well-built town, 
iituated in a beautiful country. The Uni- 
Terfity founded here by Georgd|^e Second 
lias a contiderable reputation j^WKe made 
but a fhort flay at Gottingen|.4]|||| arrived 
about a month fince at Brunfwick. 

The Duke of Hamilton had been ex* 
pe£led here for fome time, and was received 
by this court with ^very mark of attention 
and regard. He was prefled to accept of 
apartm*ents within the palace, which he 
thought proper to decline. We fkep every 
night at private lodgings ; but may be faid 
to live at court, as we conftantly dine, pais 
the evening, and fup there, ejtcept two days 
. in every week that we dine with the Here- 
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ditary Prince and Princefs at thjBir apaiN 
ments. 

The family of BrutifwicJc Wblfenbttttld 
derives not greater luftre from its antiquity^ 
from having givett emprefles to Germany^ 
and from having a younger branch on the 
throne of Britain, than from fome living 
chara6ters now b^onging to it. 

The reigning Duke has that ftyle of 
Converfation, thofe manners and difpoG* 
tions, which, in an inferior ftation of life^ 
Would icquire him the character of a fert- 
fible, worthy gentlemani 

The Duchefs is the favourite Cftcr of thd 
iCing of Pruffia. She is fond of ftudy, and 
particularly addi£ted to metaphyfical in- 
quiries, which, happily, have not fhaken^ 
but confirmed her belief in Chriftianity. 

The military fame and public charafiler of 
Duke Ferdinand are known to all Europe,— 
In private life, he is of a ceremonious 
poiitenefs, fplendid in his manner of ^living, 
attentive even to the minatias of his tolieti . 
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and fon4 of variety and magnificence in 
drefs. 

He has lived conftantly at his brother's 
court fince the Duke of Hamilton came 
to Brunfwick ; but he generally paffes the 
fummer in the country. 

The Hereditary Prince fervcd under his 
isncle during the lad war,, and commanded 
detached parties of the army with various 
fuccels. His aAivity, courage, and thirft 
of glory, were always confpicuous ; but 
his youthful ardour has been fince mel- 
lowed by time, ftudy, and fefle£lion ; and 
if he fhould again appear in the field as 
a general, it is imagined that he will be as 
much diftinguifhed for prudence, policy, 
and judgment, as he ever was for fpirit and 
enterprife. He has at prefent the rank of 
Lieutenant-General in the King of Pruflia*s 
fervice, and the comnuind of the garrifon 
at Halbepftadt^ 

I fay nothing of his Princcfs: — ^her 
open cheerful chara£ler is well known in 
England, and her affeAion for her native 
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country is in no degree dimmifhed by ab- 

fence* 

, The Prince Leopold if a very amiable 

young man* He feems much attached to 

the Duke of Hamilton, with whom he lives 

on a intimate and friendly footing. 

His fiftery the Prince(s Augufta, is greatly 
beloved by every body, on account of her 
obliging temper and ejccellent difpofition. 

Thefe illuftrioas perfons always dine and 
fup together, except two days in the week, 
as I have already faid. With them the 
officers of the court, and the (Irangers who. 
are invited, make a company of about 
twenty or thirty at table. 

In the evening the'aflembly is more 
numerous. There is a large table for vingt- 
un, the Duchefs preferring this game, 
becaufe a great number of people may 
be engaged in it together. The reigning 
Duke and Prince Ferdinand always join ia 
this g^me. ' 

The Hereditary Princefs forms^ a Qua* 
irilte party for berfelf : her huiband never 

c * 



flays at all The whole is intended merdf 
for pailime, all kinds of gaming being dti^ 
couraged. The Dachefs in particular always 
Jjuts a very moderate (lake on her cards* 
A man m-uft have very bad iuck to lofe 
above twenty piftoles in an evening, fo wc 
are in no danger from gaming while at this 
<:ourt. 

One wing of the .palace is occupied by 
the Hereditary Prince's family. He has at 
prefent three font and as many daughters, 
all bf the £iir complexion, which dif- 
tinguiflies every brswich of the Brunfwick 
line. 

A few days ago, I accompanied Prince 
Leopold and the Duke of Hamilton on a 
vifit to Duke Ferdinand, who was then at 
his hoafe in the country, about fix miles 
from this place. In that retreat he^pafles 
the greateft part of his time. He is fond 
of gardening, and is now employed in 
laying out and drefBng the ground, in what 
is called the Englifh tade. 

His Serene Highnefs conducted the Duke 
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rdund all his park, and {hewed him his plans 
and improvements. The greateft obftacle 
to the completely beautifying this plaoe« 
arifes from the furface of the country 
feeing a dead flat)' and incapable of greaC 
variety* 

The houfe is ftirrcmnded by a i^ottlS^ 
and contains a great number of apartments^ 
•The walls of every room are hung with 
frints, from the roof to within two feet o^ 
the floor. Perhaps there Is hot fo complete 
a coUcftion of framed ones iii any privatd 
hoafe or palace in the world. While Prince 
Ferdinand played at Billiards with the Dokd 
of Hamilton, 1 continued vfrith Prince Le- 
opold examining thefe prints, atld could 
Icarcely recoliedt a good one that I did not 
find here. 

His Highnefs faid it Wds equally difficulf 

and expenfive to have a CoUe£lion of good 

paintings, and nothings could be mote 

paltry than a bad one : he had therefore 

•taken' the refolution to adorn his houfe^with 

•iwhat he certainly could bate g^od of it^ 
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kind ; and, next to fine pidureSy he thought 
fine prints the mod amufing of all or- 

, naments. But, added he, with a finile, 
^ery tolerable room is now perfe£Uy co- 
vered, and I have lately received a rein- 
forcement of prints from England, which 
will oblige me to build new apartnoents^ 
to place them in, puifque je fuis toujours 
accoutumce a donncK un pofte honorable aux 
iVnglois» 

Tlie coiivpany had been invited to break* 

^ faft ; but the repaft was a very magnificent 
dinner, ferved a little earlier than ufuaU 
There were only fix perfons at table ; bot 
the number of aUendants might without 
difficulty have ferved a company of thirty. 
The Prince, who is always in the utmoft 
degree polite, was on this occafion remark- 

• ably afiable and g^y« He called toafts after 
Englifh cuftom, and began himfelf by na- 
ming General. Con way; he afterwards gave 
Sir H. CKnlon, and continued to toaft {bn)e 
Britifli officer, as often as it came tohts turn. 
*-:Yoa «aay believe it affordedmc fittisfafiifoa 
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to have had an opportunity of obferving a 
little of the private life of a perfon who has 
z&td (o codfpicuous a part on the theatre 
of Europe, 

• As he has not returned to the Pruffian 
fervice, and feems to enjoy rural amule* 
mentSy and the coaverfation of a few friends, 
it is thought he will not a^in take a part 
: in public affairs, but for the reft of bis 
life repofe^ in this retreat, on the laurels 
be gathered in fuch abundance during the 
laft war. 
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Bfiioswick* 

X H£ town of Bninfwick is fituated in n 

plain, on the banks of the Ocfccr. The 

.hott&sifl general are old, but many new 



buildings have been ere£led of late, and the 
city acquires fiefli beauty every day. 

Fortifications have been the caufe of 
much calamity to many tovtrns in Germany^ 
•having fcrved not to defend them, but ra- 
ther to attra£l the vengeance of enemies* 
For this reafon« CafleU and fome^ other 
towns, which were formerly fortified, are 
now difmantled* But the fortifications at 
Brunfwick were of great utility taft war^ 
and on one* occafion they faved the town 
from being pillaged, and afforded Prince 
Frederick, who is now in the Pruflian fer- 
vice, an opportunity of performing 2\n ao* 
tion, which, I imagine, gave him more j*y 
than twenty victories. This happened in 
the year 1761, foon after the battle of Kirch 
Denkern, when Duke Ferdinand protefted 
Hanover, not by condufling his army mto 
that country and defending it dire£tly, as the 
enemy feemed to expert, and probably 
wiflied; but by diverfion, attacking with 
Arong detachments, commanded by the Me* 
reditary Pnace^ their magasiaes in Hefie, 



and thus drawing the'ur attention from Ha- 
nover to that quarter* 

'While the Duke lay encamped at Will- 
hemftalJ, watching the motions of Broglio't 
army, the MarechaJ, being greatly fuperior 
in nunibers, fent a body of ao,000 men« 
under Prince Xavier of Saxony, who took 
poffeffion of Wolfenbuttle, and foon after 
invefifd Brunfwick. 

Prince Ferdinand, anxious to fave his na- 
tive city, ventured to detach 5000 of hts 
army, finall as it was, ' under his nephew^ 
Frederick, affided by General Luckner, 
with orders to harafs the enemy, and en- 
deavour to raife the fiege. The young 
Prince, while on his march, fent a foldier 
with a letfer to the Governor, which was 
wrapped round a bullet, and which the 
foldier was to fwallow in cafe of his being 
taken by the er\emy. — He had the good 
fortune to get fafe into the town. — ^Thc 
letter apprifed the commander of the gar- 
rifon of the Prince's approach, and parti- 
cularifed the night and hour when h^ 
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cxpeSed to be at a certain place near the 
town, requiring him to favoar his en- 
trance. 

In the middle of the ni^ht appointed, the 
Prince fell fuddenly on the enemy's cavalry, 
who, unfufpicious of his approach, were en- 
camped carelefsly within a mile of the town, 
Hhey were immediately difperfed, arid fpread 
fuch an alarm among the infantry, that they 
alfo retreated with confiderable lois.| 

Early in the morning, the young Prince 
entered Brunfwick, amidd the acclamations 
of his fellow-citizens, whom he had relieved 
from the horrors of a {lege. — The Heredi- 
tary Prince, having deftroyed the French 
magazines in Hefie^ had been recalled by 
his uncle, and ordered to attempt the relief 
of Brunfwick. While he was advancing 
with all poffible fpeed, and had got within a 
few leagues of the town, he received the 
news of the flege being raifed. On his ar- 
rival at his father's palace, he found hi&bro^ 
tber Frederick at table, entertaining the 



French officers, wbo had been taken pri- 
foners the preceding night. 

The academy of Brunfwick has been new- 
modelled, ' and the plan of education iin<- 
proved, by the attention, and under the pa* 
tronage, of the Hereditary Prince. Students 
now refort to this academy from many parts 
of Germany : and there are generally (bme 
young gentlemen from Britain, who arc fent 
to be educated here. 

Such of them as are intended for a mUi- 
tary life, will not find fo many advantages 
united at any other place on the continent, 
as at the academy of Brunfwick. They will 
here be under the prote£tion of a family par- 
tial to the Biitifii nation ; — every branch of 
fcience is taught by mafters of known abi- 
lities ; — :the young ftudents will fee garrilon 
duty regularly performed, and may, by the 
jntereft of the Prince, obtain liberty to at- 
tend the reviews of the Pruffian troops at 
Magdeburg and Berlin : -^ They will have 
few temptations to expence, in a town where 
they can fee no examples of extravagance— 
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have few opportunifics of diffipation, and 
iione of grofs debauchery. 

I pafied a day lately at Wolfenbuttle* 
\vhich is alfo a fortified c'fty, the* ancient rt- 
fidence of thi« family.— The public Jibrary 
here is reckoned one of the moft complete 
in Germany, aftd contains many curious ma-r - 
ftufcripts. They (howcd us fome tetters of 
Luther, and other original pieces in that re* 
former*s own hand- writing 

Having dined with Colonel Riedefel, who 
commands a regiment of cavalry in thh 
town, I returned, by Saltzdahlen. This is 
the only palace I ever faw built almoft en* 
tirely of wood. There are, neverthclefe, 
fome very magnificent apartments in it, and 
a great gallery of pictures, fome of which 
are allowed by the connoifleurs to be ex- 
cellent. I will not invade the province of 
thefe gentlemen, by prefuming to give my 
©iiiion of the merits or defe<£te of the pic* • 
tures, though I haw often heard thofe, who 
are as ignorant as myfeif, decide upon the 
interefting fubjeft of painting, in the moft 
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dogmatic raafuier. The terms Contour, 
Altitude, Calling of Di aperies, Charging, 
Coftujn^, Paffion, Manner, Groupc, Out- 
Ime, ChiaroScurot Harmony, and Repofe, 
£owed from their tong.ues, with a volubility 
that commanded the admiration of all thofe 
who could not difcover, that in the liberal 
-u£e of thefe terms confifted all thofe gentle- 
xnenV tafte and knowledge of the fine arts. 

Confcious of my ignorance in the myf- 
teries of connoi/Ieurfhip, I fay nothing of 
the pi£lures, and prefume only to give my 
opinion, that the gallery which contains 
them is a very noble room, being two 
hundred feet long, fifty broad, and forty 
high. 

In this palace there is alio a cabinet of 
china porcelain, containing, as we weiie told, 
feven or eight thoufand pieces;— -and in 
aivDther fmaller cabinet, we were fhown a 
colle£tion of coarfe plates, valuable only on 
account of their having been painted after 
defign^ of Raphael. 

The country about Brunfwick is agrcf- 
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able* I was particalarly pleafed to fee fome 
gentlemen's feats near this town; a fight 
very rare in Germany, where if you avoid 
tdwns and courts, yoa may travel over a 
great extent of country, without perceiving 
houfes for any order of men between the 
Prince and the peafant. 

I fp^nt yefterday very agreeably, fourteen 
miles from Brunfwick, at the houfe of 
Mr. de Weftphalen. This gentleman at- 
tended Duke Ferdinand daring the late 
war in the charafter of his private fe- 
cretary ; an office which he executed en- 
tirely to the fatisfa£Hon of that Prince, 
whofe friendship and confidence he dill 
retains. 

Mr. de Weftphalen has written thehiftory 
of thbfe memorable campaigns, in which 
his patron had the command of the allied 
army, and bafikd all the efforts of France 
ill Weftphalia. Though this work has 
been fintihed long fince, the publication has 
hitherto been delayed for political rcafons. 
It is to appear, however, at fome future 
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period, and is faid to be a maflc i ly pcr- 
formance. Indeed, one would natiirally 
fuppofe this from the remarkable acnteneft 
and fagacity of the aathor, who was pre* 
fent at the fcenes he defcribes, and knew 
the fecret intentions of the General, whofe 
affiftance he has probably had in finithing 
the work. 



LETTER LVin. 



Bmnnfidk. 
W £ have had fome mafqaerade balb 
here of late. -—The court do not go in pro* 
ceffion to thefe as atCafiel. ~Thofe who 
chufe to attend, go ieparately when they 
find it convenient. 

There is a gallery in the ms^querado 
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forces, are indifpenfable ial this fervke* 
Without thefe, not all the Kiiig^« partiality 
to this Prince, or his confanguioity, could 
fecure to him his uncle's favour for one 
day ; perfonal talents and vigorous exertion 
being the fole means of acquiiing and re- . 
taining the favour of this fteady and dif« 
cerning monarch. 

Tlie Hereditary Princeis has left Brunf* 
wick, and is gone to Zeil, and will remain 
during the abfence of her hufband with her 
lifter the Queen of Denmark. 
' The young Prince, Leopold,- has aUb 
left the Court. He goes dire£tly to Vienna, 
and it is thought he intends to ofier his 
fervices to the Emperor. If proper en- 
couragement be given, he will ge entirely 
into the Auftrian fefvice. In this cafe, he 
will probably, when a war happens, find 
himfelf in oppoiition to his two brothers; 
a circumflance not much regarded in Ger- 
many, where brothers go into diflFerent fer- 
vices, with as_littlc hefitation as into dif- 
ferent regiments with us. 

The 



UAKNE&9 tXt nULHCE. j5 

The ftriftcft friendfliip has a\way$ fub- 
lifted between this young man and bis fiftcr, 
who has been crying almoft withoaC inter- 
miffion iince he went away: 

His mother bears this with more com- 
pofare, yet her uneafmefs is eafier per- 
ceived. Independent of the abfence of her 
fon, (he is diftrefled at the idea of hrs 
going into a fervice, where he may be obliged 
to aft in oppofition to her brother,* for 

* Prince Leopold did not enter into the Auf- 
trian ferrice ; bot after having vtGxtd Vienna, 
and made the toiir of Italy, he returned to 

Bninfwiclu ^His uncle, the King of Ptuffia, 

foon after ofiTeriag htm the command of a regi* 
ment, he went into the fervice of that fiiM)a#cb, 
in which he< remained till the fynng of the year 
17S J, when bcmg witnefs to the deraitatkAOC*' 
cafioned by the oversowing of a rlVcr, tmaX0fvt4 
bj the entreaties of thofe who endeavsmired- to 
di^uade him from fo hasardpus an enterprife, 
be embarked in a fmall boat with three wai- 
termen, to relieve the inhabitants of a viHage 
furroimded by the waters! Bot' before he ^ 

VOL* I. D 
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whom I £nd (he has the greateil affeAloct 
as well as the higheft admiration. 

I was not furprifed to hear her fpeak of 
him as the greateft man alive ; but flie ex* 
tends her eulogtum to the qualities of his 
heart, in which ihe is nor joined by the 
opinion of all the world. — She, however, 
dwells particularly on this, calling him 
the worthieft of men, the firmeft friend, 
and the kindeft of brothers : •-^ and as (he. 
founds her opinion on her own experience 

reached them the boat was drove with violence 
againft a tree, and overfet ; tlve three boatmen 
were &ved. This amiable Prince alone, being 
carried down by the impetuofity of the current, 
periihed in the fight of thofe he attempted to 
piieferve, difpkying in his death an heroic in* 
ftanceof that benevolence which had appeared, 
cpnfpicuous tbroiigh the whole of his life. 

That ingenious ^utiil Mr. Northcote, who fo 
f^iccelsfully painted the wpnderful efcape of 
Captain IngLefield, has fince, with equal, if not 
fuperior energy, finiihed a pi^ure repreienting 
t^e d^th of Prince Leopold of 3nvilwick, 
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iAone, ihe has the greatefi reafoti to 'rikinic 
as (he does ; for by every account, the 
King has always bdlaved with high regard 
and undeviatmg tcnderwefs to her. 

The depbrtune of Prince Leopold has 
revived this Frincefs's aiffifdion for the un- 
timely fate of two of her fdns. Om died 
m the Ruflian camp at the end of the cam* 
paign rf 1^69, in which he had ferved with 
great diftin(dioii as a volunteer $ the other 
was killed in a ikirmiOi towacds the end of 
&e laft war ; having received a ihot in htf 
throat, he died of the wound fifteeo days 
after, much regretted by the army, who had 
formed a hi^ idea of the ri&ng oierit of 
this gallant youdi. 

He wrote a letter to his mother in the 
morning of the day on Which he died. In 
nhis letter he regrets, that he Ihould be 
ftopped (b foon in t!le courfe of honour, 
and laments that he had not been killed in 
fome memorable a£kion, which would have 
£ived his name from oblivion, or in atqhiev- 
ing fomething worthy of the marti?! fpirit 
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of his family. .He exprefles^ fatisfa(3ioi1^ 
however, that hit jneniofjr would atleaft 
be dear to fome friend<> aod. Uiat he was 
certain qf living in his mothtrU a&Aions 
while flie ibould exift*. He then declares 
his gratitude t» hpt for ^\l her care and ten-* 
dernefsi and concludes.. with thefe eypref- 
fiofls, which I tranflaite iks ©ear as I cail re- 
mequlwf — I wifltedihe DadieTs (o repeat 
them ; but it was with dificutty* aod eyes 
overflowings tbdt (ho proocmnfced them 
once :-^<« My eyes grow dim^ can (ct no 
•* loiiger^T^happy to haio cmployetl their 
* tail Kght in expreffiog ny doty to »y 
« mother. »^ 



1 
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LETT EH LIX. 



XMfi Duke of HAtttilton having deter- 
minerf to pay hh refptfti to the (^ttn 
of Denmark, before he left \h\n country, 
chote to make fiifi vilit whrfo the Hereditary 
Princefi w«8 with her fifter, 

I accompanied him to Ztill, and ftext 
day waited on the Count and Countcfs 
Dean, to let them know of the Dtike*8 
arrival, and to be informf d when we could 
have the honour of being prefcntcd to the 
Queen, They both belong to the Piincefi 
of Brunfwick's family^ and while I was at 
breakfaft with them, her Royal Hrghnefa 
entered the room and gave me the informa- 
tion I wanted. 

Before dinner, I returned wi4h the Duke 
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to the cafile,. where we remained till bte 
in the evening. There was a concert oS 
mufic between dinner and fupper, and the 
queen feemed in better fpiiitsi than could 
have been expeded. 

Zell is a fmall town, without trade or 
manufaftares ; the houfes are old, and of 
•a mean appearance, yet the high courts of' 
appeal for all the territories of the* Eledbiat 
Houfe of Brunfwick Lunenburg are held 
here; the inhabitants derive. their principal 
means of fubliftence from « this circum:^ 
finance. 

This town was feverely haraflfd by the 
French army at the beginning of the late 
^varf and wa.$ afterwards pillaged, in re- 
venge for the fnppofed infra£kion of the 
treaty of Clofter-Seveni. The Duke de Rich- 
liea had his. head*quarters here,, when 
Duke Ferdinand re-aflembled the troops 
who had been difarmod and difperied imr 
xnediately after thjit convention. 

The cafile is a (lately buiIdiog»^ far- 
TQundedby a moat, atid ftrongly fortified. 
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It was formerly the reGdence of the Dukes 
. of Zell, and was repaired lately by order of 
the King of Great Britain for die reception 
of hi$ unfortunate fiften The afMirtments 
^ are fpacious and convenient^ and now hand- 
fomely furniihed^ 

The officers of the Court, the Queen's 
maids of honour, and other attendants, have 
. ^ vc>7 genteel appearance^ and retain the 
mo(k refpedibful attachment to tlteir il^fated 
miftrefs* The few days we remained atZell 
were fpcnt entirely at Court, where every 
thing feemed to be arrived in the ftyle of 
the other fmall German courts^ and nothing 
vtranting to render the Quieen's fituation as 
comfortable as circumftances would admit. 
But by far her greateft confolation is the 
company and converiation of her fifter. 
Some degree of fatisfaflion appears in her 
countenance while the Princefs remains 
at ZeU ; but the moment fhe goes away, 
the Queen, as we were mibrmed, be- 
comes a prey to dejc£kion and defpon- 
dency. The Frinceft exerts berfelf to prevent 
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this, and devotes to her fiftcr all the time 
fhe can fparc from the duties fhe owes to 
her own family. Unlike tbofe who fate 
the firfl pretext of breaking connections 
which lean no longer " be of advantage, 
this humane Princefs has difplayed even 
more attachment to her fitter fincc her 
misfortunes, than ftic ever did while the 
Queen was in the meridian of her profperity. 
The yomh, the agreeable cotintenarce, 
and obliging manners of the Queen, have 

/Conciliated the minds of every one in this 
cotrntry. Though (he was in perfed health, 

^nd appeared chcerfo!, yet, convinced that 
her gaiety was affumed, and the effe£t of 
a ftrong effort, I felt an impreffion of 
melancholy, which it was not in my power 
to overcome all the time we remained 
at Zellr 

From Zell we went to Hanover, and 
on the evening of our arrival, had the 
pleafurc of hearing Handel's Mefliah per- 
formed. Some of the beft company of this 
place were aflemblcd on the occafion, and ' 
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we were made acquainted with old 
Field-Marflial Sporfcen, and other people 
of diftinftion. Hahover-Js a rtcat, thriving, 
and agreeable city. It has more the air of 
an Englifh town than any other I havt 
feen in. Germany, and the Englifh manners 
and cuftoms gain ground every day among 
the mhahitants. The genial influence of 
freedonv has extended from England to this 
place. Tyranny is not felt, and eafc and 
fatisfacS^ion appeir in the countenances of 
the citizens. 

This town is regularly fortified, and all 
the works are in orceeding good order. 
The troops *are fober and regular* and 
perform every effential part of duty well, 
though the difcipHne is not fo rigid as in 
fome other parts of Germany. Marfhal 
Sporken, who is the head of the army, 
is a man of humanity ; and though the 
foldiers are Severely puniflied for real 
crimes by the fentence of a court martial, 
he does not permiit his officers to ordct 
them to be caned for trifles. Caprice is 



82 rmw oi soctETV ako 

too apt to blend itfelf with. this jni^hod, of 
panifliing, and. men of cruel difpofitions 
are prone ta indulge this diabolical pror 
penfity,, under the pretence o£ zeal foe 
difcipline«.' 

The Hanoverian infantry, are not fo tall 
as fome of the other German troops^ owing 
to this, that nobody, is forced into the 
ferviccy. the foldiers are all volunteers.; 
whereas, in other paits pf Germany^ the 
Prince picks the ftoutcft tnd. tailed of the 
peafants, and obliges them to become foU 
diers. It isallowedi that in adion no troops- 
can behave better than, the Hanoverians.; 
and k is certain, that defertion is not fo 
frequent among, thent as among other 
German, troops, which can only be ac- 
counted for hy. theifi not being prefled into 
the fervice, and their being, more gently 
ufed when in h^ 

It is riot the mode here at prefent,. to lay 
fo much ftrefs on the tricks of the exercife 
as formerly* The officers in general feemt^- 
delpife nagny minutiae;, which are thought of 



the higkeft ^imponance In fome other fer* 
tices. It h incredible to what a ridiculous 
length this matter is puihed by foine • 

At a certain parade, where the Sovereijpi 
himfelf was prefent, and many officers zC- 
fembled, I once £iw a corpulent general-of- 
ficer ftart fuddenly^ as if he had feen 
(bmething preternatural. He- immediately 
waddled towards the ranks with all he ex- 
pedition of a terrified gander. I could not 
conceive what had put his Excellency into a 
commotion fb h'ttle fuitable to his years and 
habit of body. While all the fpe£Utors were 
. a-tiptpe to obferve the iiTue of this pbe- 
nomenon, he arrited at the ranks, and 
in great wrath, which probably had been 
augmented by the heat acquired in his 
courie, he pitlJed ofF one of the foidier's 
hats, which it feems had not been properly 
CQcked, and adjufted it to his mind. Having 
regulated the military difclplihe in this inv- 
portaut particular, he returned to the Prince'^s 
right hand, with a ftrut expreffive.of the 
higheft felf-approbatioa» 



^ 
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Two days after our arrival here, I walkrd 
to Hernhaufen, along a magnificent avenue, 
as broad, aqd about double tKe length of 
the mair at Sf. James's. Hie hotffe rrfeif 
has nothing extraordinary in its appearance ;. 
but the gardens are as fine as gardens planned 
in the Dutch tafte,' and formed on ground 
perfeiHy levef, can be. The orangery h 
reckoned ecjual to any in Europe. Here 
is a kind of riiral theatre, where plays may 
be afted during the fine weather. There 
is a fpacious ampitheatre cut out in greeri 
feats for the fpeftators ; a ftage in the fame 
tafle, with rows of trees fdr fidc-fcenes, and 
a great number of arbours and fummer rooms, 
furrounded by lofty hedges, for the aftors to 
retire and drefs in, ' 

When the theatre is illuminated, which 
}s always done when mafquerades are given, 
it muft have a very fine cffeA. The groves, 
arbours'^ and labyrinths, feem admirably 
calculated for all the purpofcs of this 
amufement. 

In thefe gardens arc feveral large re- 
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iervoirs and fountains, and, on one fide, 
a canal above a quarter of mile in length. 
I have not feen the famous jet d*eau, as the 
w^ater works have not been played off fi nee I 
came to Hanover. On the whole, wc 
pafs our time very agreeably here. We 
have dined twice with Baron de Lenth, who 
has. the cht^f diref^ion of the affairs of this 
eleAorate, and at hit houfe have met with 
tfie prtncipal inhabitants. I make one of 
Marfha/ Sporkcns party every night at 
whift, and paA moft of my time In the 
Jociety at his houfe » 

The Duke of Hamilton bavmg promifed 
to meet fome company at Brunfwick by a 
certain day, we (hall fet out for that place 
to-morrow— but have engaged to pay 
another vifit ko Hanover before we go to 
BerVm.-^My next therefore will be from 
Brunfwick, or poffibty from this place after 
our return. 
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LETTER XLIV. 



^ Hanover^ 

V Y £ remained 2 week at BranCwick^ aixl 
returned to thi$ town about ten days ago* 
None of the family arc there at prefenv 
except the Duk^ and Duchefs, and the 
young Princefsy their daughter. 

The charadler of the Sovereign, at every 
court, has great influence in forming the 
tafte and manners of courtiers* This mud 
operate with increafed force in the little 
courts of Germany^, where the parties ace 
brought nearer to each other, and fpend 
die moft part of their time tc^ther, The 
•pleafure which the Duchefs of Brunfwick 
Ukes in ftudy, has made reading very 
£ifhionable among the ladies of that Court: 
erf this her Royal Highnefs gave pe a cu- 
rious inflance the laft time I liadthe honous 
^f feeing her. 
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A tady , vrhofe education had been neg^ 
le£ted in her youth, and whohadanWe^ 
at a very ripe age without perceiving any 
MKonvenieni^ from the accident, had ob- 
tained, by the interefl of fome of her rda- 
tions,. a place at the Court of Brunfviridr. 
She hod not been long ther^, titi {he per- 
ceived that the converfation in theDuchefs'^ 
apartments frequently turned on fubjeAs of 
which (he was entirely ig^norant, and that 
iho/e ladies had moil of her Royal High* 
nefs's ear, who were beft acquainted with 
books. She regretted, &r the firft time, the 
uegled of her^owji- education ; and ahhough 
ihe had hitherto confideved that kind of 
knowledge, which is derived from reading, 
as unbecoming a woman of Quality, yet, at 
it was how faHrionabie at Court, iberefolved 
taftudy hardy that flie might get to the iog^ 
of the mode as faft a« poffiMe. 

She mentioned this refolntion to the 

Duchefe, defiring, at the fame time, that 

her Highnefs wouM lend her a book to be- 

.pn^ The Duchefs applaiided her defign, 
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^nd promifedi to fend her one of the ufefulleft 
books in her libiary — « It was a French and 
Grerman diflionary, ^ Some days after, her 
Highntffs enquired how £he reiiihcd the 
'bt>ok. Infinitely, replied this fludious lady. 
— h is the moft delightful book I ever faw^. 
— ^ The fefitencesare all fliort andeaiily ah^ 
derilood^ and the letters diarmiogiy ar^ 
ranged in ranks, like foldiers on the parades 
whereas, in fome other books which I have 
feen, they are mingled together in a con- 
futed manner, like a nicre niob^ Ho that it is 
no . pleafure to look at them^ and very dif- 
ficult to know what they mean. Bot I am 
no longer furprifed^ added ihe, at the fatif • 
fa£tion your Royai Highneis takes in ftudy. 
Since c^ur return to Hanover, we hav^ 
dined twice at the Palace, There is a 
faouCehoid eftabiiifacd with officers and (sr- 
vants^ and the guard is regularly moonteid, 
as at the time when the EKedlors reiided 
here conflantly. The liireriei of. the pages 
and fervants, are the fame with thofc vvorn 
by the King's domcftic fervants at St. 
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Jameses. Strangers of diftinftion arc enter- 
tained at the Palace in a v'ery magnificent 
manner. Tfie firft of the entertainmcnu I 
faw was giren to the Duke of Hamilton, 
and the other' to young Prince George of 
Hefle Darmftadt, who arrived here a few 
days fincej with Prince Erncft and Prince 
Charges of Mecklenbarg, brothers to the 
Ql^reen of Great Britain, .both of whom ace 
in the Hanoverian fervice. 

Moil of my tinie i$ fpent, as formerly,^ -■ 
at Marftial Sporken's. The conrerfation of 
a man of Jenfe, who has been fifty years in 
the fervtce, and iii high rank during a con- 
fiderable part of that time, which led him 
into an Intimacy with, fome of the moft ce- 
lebrated cha racers of the age, you may be 
fure h* highly interefting. It afTords me 
fatisfa&ton to be informed from fuch au<- 
thority, of many tranfadlions in the laft 
war, the common accounts of which are 
often different, and fdmetimes contradlc« 
tory; The Marihal's obfervations are fen- 
fible and candid, and his manner of cort- 
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Verfing nnreferved. He fervecl with the 
late Marlhall Daan in the allied army, op- 
pofed to Marfhal Saxe, in- the war 174^, 
and has many carious anecdotes illuftrating 
the charaflers of fome of the commanders 
who conda£ked the armies during thst 

memorable period. He has a very high 
opinion of Duke Ferdtnand'^s rotlirary cha* 
ra£kcr, and declares, that of all the Gene- 
rals he ever ferved under, that Prince feemcd 
• to him to have the heft talents for con- 
ducking an army* He fays, that ^s Prince 
Ferdinand had feldom held councils of war, 
or communicated to the Generals of hVs 
army any more of his plans than they 
were to execute, it was diiScuIt for them 
to form a juil opinion of his capacity 
while they remained with the army im- 
mediately under his command; but that be 
( Marshal Sporken ) had fometimes' com- 
manded a detached army, which obliged 

. the Prince to be more communicative, and 
afforded the Marihal the ftrongeft proofs of 
the depth of his judgment. Above a}I 



difngs, he admirrd the perfpicuity of his 
^rritten inftruftioiif. ■« Thcfc, he (aid; 
inrere always accocnpanied with the moft 
accarate ancF^ minate deftription of the 
country through which he was to march; 
every viUage, rivalet, hollow, wood; or 
hill on the route, being diftinAly partietr- 
larifed, and the moft jadicioas conjecture* 
concerning the enemy's defigns added, with 
directions how ^to a6\ in various probable 
emergencies^ 

Upon the whole, Mar/hafSporfcen feemed 
convinced that great part of the foccefs of 
the alBcs, during the latp vrar in Weftpha-- 
lia, was owin^ to the foreiight, prudence, 
and fagacity of their General* One memo<i- 
raWi? event* however, which has been cited 
^s the moft ftriking proof of ail thefc, he 
imagined was not fo much owing to any 
of them, as to the pevfonal valour of a few 
regiments, and' the good condu<% of fomd 
inferior officers. The MarAal added, that 
his praifes of Duke Ferdinand*s military abt* 
Ktiesdidinotproceedfromprivateattacbmen^ife 
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for he coald claim no (hare: in his fiiend- 
fbip ; on the contrary,^ a mifanderftanding 
had happened between tbemi on account of 
an incident at the fiege of Caileiy the parti* 
calars of which he recapitulated, and this 
mifanderftanding was of a nature ne^er to 
be made 4ip« 

The liberal) candid fentiments.of this ve* 
nerable man carry cotivi£iioii and command 
e(leem« Hq is refpe^ed by people of all 
ranks, and liftened to like an oracle. In the 
foclety generally to be found at the Mar- 
ihars, there are fome nearly of his own age» 
who formed the private parties of George 
the Second, as often as he came to vifit his 
native countrv. The memory of that mo- 
narch is greatly venerated here. I have 
heard his contemporaries of this fociety re^ 
'late a thoufand little anecdotes concerrring 
him, which at once evinced the good dif* 
pofition of the King, and their own grati- 
tude. From thefe accounts it appeared, that 
be was naturally of a very foclablc temper, 
and entirely laid afide/*when at Hanover, 



the ftate and referve which he retained in 
England ; living in that familiar and confi- 
dential manner which Princes, as well as 
peafants, will aflame in the company of thofc 
tbcy love, and who love them. 

Not only the perfonal friends of that 
monarch fpeak of him with regard ; the 
fame fentiments prevail among all ranks of 
people in the Ele^lorate. Nothing does 
more honour to his diara£ter, or can be a 
le& equi>ocai proof of liis equity, than his 
having governed thefe fobjet^s, over whom 
he had an unlimited power, with as much 
juflice and moderation as thofe whofe rights 
are guarded by law ^nd a jealous con(li« 
tution. 

The two vifits I have made to Hanover, 
have confirmed the favourable impreffion I 
had before received of the German charafter. 
Orit of the mod dlfagreeable circumdances 
wbidi attend travellii^ is, the being obliged 
to leave acquaintances after you have di& 
covered their worthy aocE acquired fome de« 
grcc of their friendftu'p* As the featbn for 
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the Pruffian reviews now approaches, we 
have already taken leave of our friends^ and 
are to fet out to-niorrow ^norning on our 
ceturn to Brunfwick, that after remaining a 
few days there, we may ftill get to Potfdaoa 
in proper time. 

I (hall not leave bdiind ine every valuable 
cqoaintance I have acquired (ince I came to 
Hanover.— We met, on our laft arrival here, 
with Mr. Fortefcne, fon of Lord Fortefcue. 
He has been of our parties ever fince^ 
and will accompany us to Brunfwick and 
Potfdam* 



LETTER LXL 

^ Pottdasit " 

N retwniiig to firanrwlck, we fouti|d the 
Hereditary Princels had come from iell a 
few days before, having left -the Queen of 
Detiaiark in perfed Jiealth. The Princefs 
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fieii^ed with her children at Amonettenmche, 
a villa a few miJes from Brimfwick. Sie 
a^vited die Duke of Hamilton, Mr. ForteC* 
caei and me, to dine with her the daf before 
we were to fet oat for Fotfdam. That mor« 
ning I chanced to Cake a very eariy walk ia 
the gardens of the palace. -— The Duke of 
Brunfwick was there. — He informed me, 
that an exprefs had anived with newt of the 
Queen of Denmark's 4eath.«-<They had re- 
ceived aecouate a few dstjs before that fhe 
had been feized with a putrid fever. — - He 
faid that nobody in the town or court knew 
of this except his own family, and defired 
Uiat I would not mention it to the Princeft, 
whonbeknewy would be greatly affeded; 
for he intended Jo fend a perfon, after her 
company ihould be gone, who would in- 
form her of this event, with all its cixcum* 
' Aances. 

When we went, we found the Princefi 
io fomejanxiety about her iifter ;•— yel rather 
elated with the accounts ihe had received 
that d^y by the poft. She Ihowed m bts 
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letters. — They contained a general defcrip- 
tbn of the fydsptoins, and conveyed fome 
hopes of t4ie Queen's recovery. Unable to 
bear the idea of her fifter's death, ibe wreCled 
every expref&on into .the moft favoforable 
fen&9 and the company met her wiibes, by 
confirming the interpretation fhe gave. To 
me, vrho knew tlie truth, this fcene wa&af* 
fc<£king and painfuL 

As we returned ta Brunfwick in the. 
evening, we met the gentleman who was 
comm^ffioned .by tde Duke to ibpart the 
news of the. Qpecti*s death to her £fter. 
—--We Topped the fame night at court, 
and took leave of this illuftrious family >— 
The Ducheis gave me a letter to her ..fen, 
. Prince Frederick^ at Berlin, which (he faid 
would fecure me a good reception at.riiat 
capital. ^ 

On coming to the inn, we found a very 
numerous company, and the whole houfe 
refoundcd with muiic and dancing. It is 
cuftbmary all ofer Germany, after a mar- 
riage of Giti^ens, to give the wedding fead at 

an 
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an inn. As there was no great chance of 
our being much refreihed by. fleep that 
night, infiead of going to bed, we ordered 
pofthorfes, and left Branfwick aboot three 
in the morning. 

We arriveti the fame afternoon at Mag- 
deimrg. The coantry all the way is per* 
£e6k\y level. The Duchy of »Magdeburg 
produces £ne cattle, and a coniiderable 
quantity of corn, thofe parts which are not 
marihy, and overgrown with wood, being 
very fertile. I have feen few or no inclof^res 
in this, or any part of Germany, except 
fuch as furround the gardens or parks of 
Princes. 

The King of Pruffia has a ieat in the diet 
of the empire, as Dqke of Magdebai^. The 
^pital, whidi-bears the fame name with the 
duchy, is a very confideraye^ town, well 
built and ftrongiy fortified. There are ma* 
nufa<5%ories here of cotton and linen gOodi, 
of (lockings, gloves, and tpbacoo ; but the 
principal are thofe of woollen and fitk 

The German woollen cloths are, In gc- 

VOL. II. E 
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neral, much inferior to the Engllfli and 
French. The Pruffian officers, however, 
affert, that the dark blue cloth^made here, 
and in other parts of the King of Pruffia's 
dominions, though coarfer, wears better, 
and }ias a more decent appearance when 
long Wiorir, than the fineft cloth ma- 
Bufa£iurei«in England or France. — ^Thos 
jnuch is certain, that thd Pruffian blue is 
preferable to any other cloth made in Ger- 
many.— The town of Magdeburg is hap- 
pily fituated for trade, having an eafy 
communication with Hamburg by the Elbe, 
a'nd lying on the road between Upper and 
Lower Germany. It is alfo the ftrongeft 
place . belonging to his Pruffian Majefty, 
and where his principal magazines and 
founderies are eftabli(hed. In time of war, 
it is the repofitory of whatever he finds 
neceffary to place out of the reach of fudden 
infulh 

Places where any extraordinary event 
has happened, even . though they fliould 
have nothing elfc to' diftinguifh them, in- 



tereft me ifiorc than the mod fiourifliing 
country, or fineft town which has never 
been the fcene of any thing memorable* 
Fancy, awakened by the view of the 
former, inftantly gives fhape and features to 
men we have never feen. — We hear them 
fpeak, and fee them a£t ; the paffions are 
excited, the mind amufed; the bouies, the 
rivers, the fields aroundfupplylng the abfence 
of the poet and hiftorian, and reftoring 
with new energy the whole fcene to the 
mind. 

'While croffing the Elbe at this town 
with the Duke of Hamihon, I recalled to 
his memory the dreadful tragedy, which 
was aAed here by the Auftrian General 
Tilly, wjio, having taken this town by 
ftorm, delivered up the citizens, without 
diftin£^\on of age or fex, to the barbarity and 
luft of his foldicrs. Befides^the general 
maflacre, they exhibited fuch a<3s of wanton 
cruelty, as difgrace human nature. We 
viewed, with a lively fympaihy, that part of 
the river where three or four hundred of the 
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inhaibltants gdt over and made their eicape :^^ 
all that were faved out of twenty thouiand 
citizens ! 

This fad cataftrophe fupplied us with 
tonverffftton for great part of this day's 
journey. It is tinneceflary to comment oa. 
an evtnt of this kind to a perfon of the 
Duke*s fcnfibility.— Proper .reflexions arife 
fpontaneoofly in a well-formed mind from 
the fimple narrative. 

The country is well cultivated and fertile 
for about two leagues beyond Magdeburg ; 
afterwards it becomes more barren, and, 
within a, few leagues of Brandenburg, it 
is as naked and fandy as the defarts of 
Arabia. 

Brandenburg, from which the whole 
.Eleflorate takes its name, is but i fmati 
town, divided irito Old and New by a 
river, which feparates the fort from both. 
The principal trade is carried on by fome 
• French woollen manufacturers, whom the 
King has encouraged to refide at this town* 



The whole number of inhabitants does not 
amount to more than 1500. 

On entering the Pruflian garrifon towns, 
you are Aopped at the fgatc ; the officer of 
the guard aiks your name, whence yoa 
eome» whither you are going? and takes 
your anfwers down in writing. This is 
done in the French garrifons alfo, but 
not with the Fame degree of form and ac« 
curacy. 

When the titfe of Duke is given, the 
guard generally turns out under arms. As 
br Mftordy it is a title treated with very 
Uttie ceremony, either in France or Ger- 
itiaiiy. It is often aflamed in foreign 
countries by thofe who have ik> right to it, 
and given to every Englishman of a decent 
:q>pearance. But Duke, in Germany, im- 
plies a Sovereign, and is more refpedable 
than Prince. Every fon of a Duke in thi^ 
country, is called Prince, although he had 
as many as old King Friam. 

We arrived laft night at Potfdam, which 
important piece of news, you will pleafe 
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to obfcrvc, I have taken the earlieft op^ 
portunity of communicating. 



LETTER LXIL 



. Fotodam, 

JL HE day after our arrival here, I wailed 
on the Count Finkenftein, and defired to 
know when the Duke of Hamilton and I 
could have the honour of being prefented to 
the King, requeftiiig, at the fame time, the 
liberty of attending at the reviews. 1 was 
not a little furprifed when thij minifter told 
me, that I muft write a letter to his Majefty,^ 
informing him of that requeft, and that I 
ihould certainly receive an anfwer the day 
following. It appeared very fingular to 
write to fo great a Prince upon an affair of 
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iiich fmtill importance ; but the Count told 
me this was the eftabliflied rule. So I Im- 
mediately Sid as I was defined. 

Next morning one of the court- fervants 
called for me at the inn, and delivered a' 
fealed letter addreffcd to me, and figned by 
the King, importing, that as the court would 
rbon be at Berlin, the minifter in waiting 
there would let the Duke of Hamilton and 
Mr. Moore know when they, might be pre* 
fcnted, and that they were very welcome to 
ail review^. 

In the evening we were prefentcd to the 
Prince and Princefs of PruiEa, who refide 
aiihoft conftantly at Potfdam. He is a tall, 
ftout-made, handfome man, of about thirty- 
five years of age. The Princefs is of the fa- 
raily^ of Hefle Darmftadt, and has a great 
rcfemblance to her aunt, whom we had feen 
at Carlfruche. We have had the honour of 
Topping with them twice during the few 
days we have been at Potfdam. 

The Prince and all the officers have been 
employed every morning in preparing for 
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the reviews. ' Ycfterday, for the -fecond 
time, there were feven thoufand men re* 
viewed by the King. The Prince of Pruf- 
iia's fon» a child 6f fix or feven years old, 
was prefent on foot with his tutor, and 
unattended by any officer or fervant. They 
mingled without any mark of didindion 
among the other fpefiators. I mentioned 
my furprife at this to the tutor. In France, 
faid he, it would be otherwife : the Dauphin, 
at the age of this child, would be carried to 
the review in a coach, with a troop of mu(^ 
qocteers to alterid him ; but here, the King 
and Prince are equally defirous that their 
fucceflbr Oiould be brought up^in a hardy 
manner, and without any 'ftrong impreffion 
of his own importance. Sentiments of 
that kind will come foon enough, in fpite 
of all the pains that can be taken to exclude 
them. 

* The troops were drawn up in one line 
along the fummits of fome hills. From 
this fituatijn they defcended over very 
unequal and rough ground, firing in grand 



divifions aU tke way, tiU they came to tbe 
plain, where thoy went , throagh varioui 
evolations. But as we were to kt oat in a 
little time for Berlin, where the grand re« 
views of that garrifon are to take place, I 
ihall fay no oiore oo the (\xbjcQ, of reviews 
till then. 

Our mornings, Unce we came hither, 
have always been pa&cd with the troops in 
the field. The forenoons we have fpent in 
looking at every thing curious in the town. 
The houfes are buiJt o( a fine white free* 
fione, almoft all of them new, and nearly of 
the iame height. The flreets are regular 
and well*paved, and there are. fome very 
magnificent public buildings ; Co that Potfdam 
has every req.cit(ite to form an agreeable 
town, if by that word is meant the ftreets, 
ftone- walls, and external appearance. Biit 
if a more oomplex idea be annexed to that 
word, ^d if it be thought to comprehend 
the finiihing, furniture, and convenierkcie 
within tbe houfes, in dut cafe PotUam is a 
very poor town inde«d. 
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TBc King having exprefied a great in* 
clination to fee .this town increafe, kverkl 
tnonied people buih houfes, partly to pay^ 
their court to bis Majefty, and partly be-r 
caufe, by letting them« they found they 
would receive very good intereft for theit 
money. But as the town did not augment 
fo quickly as he wifheJ, his Majefty ordered 
feveral ftrcets to be built at once, at his own 
cxpence. This immediateJy funk the value 
ofhoufes, and the firft builders found they 
had difpofed of their money very injudi- 
cioufly. ^ 

Towns generally are farmed by degree^ 
as the inhabitants increafe in numbers ; and 
houfes are built larger and more common 
diousa&they increafe in riches ; for men's ideas 
of conveniency enlarge with their wealth. 
But liere the matter is reverfed ; the houfes 
are reared in the firft pJace, in hopes tb9C 
their fair outfidcs^ like the nymphs ^ Circe, 
will allure travellers, and.attra£i inhabitants. 
Hitherto their power of attra^ion has not 
been flrong; for few towns are worie ink^i* 
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hitei than Potfdam, though the houfes arc 
let to merchants and tradefpcople at very 
fmali rents. 

I was not a iittle furprifed, while I walked' 
through the town, to fee baftbelts, breeches^ 
and waiftcoats, hanging to dry from the gen-* 
tceleft looking'houfes, till I was informed,' 
that each hoafekeeper has two or mom fol- 
d'.ers quartered in hishoufe, and their apartw 
nients are^ for, the moft part, on the firft 
floor, with windows to the ftrcct; which I 
Am told is alfo the cafe at Berlin* Tlie 
King choofes that his foidicrs fhould be quar- 
tered with the citizens, rather than in bar-K 
racks. This ought to be a fufficient anfwer 
to thofe military gentlemen, who infift oa 
building barracks for the foldiers in Britain, 
upon the fuppofition, that our army cannot* 
be well difciplined without them. For it 
could fcarccjly be expefted, or wiihed, that 
the Pritifli army were under more rigid dif-» 
cipline than the Pruffian, - j 

I imagine the Pruifian foldiers are quar-»? 
lered in private houfes rather than barracks, . 
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from confiderations diametrically oppofite 
to thofe which produce the fame efied in 
England. — The Britifh parliament have al- 
ways ihown an averfion to lodging the mi^ 
litary in barracks, and have preferred quar- 
tering thjem in the citizens* hoafes, that a 
conneftion and good- will may be cultivated 
between the foldiers and their fellow-citi- 
zens ; and that the former may not con- 
fider themfelves as a diftinA body of men, 
with a feparate intereft from the reft of the 
community, and whc^e duty it is implicitly 
to obey the will of the crown at all times» 
and upon all occafions. 

Whereas here it may not be thought 
expedient to lodge great bodies of armed 
men together in barracks, left they ihould, 
during the night, form combinations de- 
firudive of difcipliae, and dangerous to 
government* This cannot happen^ in the 
day-time, becaufe dien the officers are pre- 
fent, and the foldiers are n6t allowed even 
to ff eak to each otiier when under arms ; 
and while off duty, their time is wholly 



filled up in cleaning their arms, accoutre- 
ments) and clothes, and preparing for the 
next guard. — - 1 imagine tbefe may be part^ 
at leaft, of the reafons which induce the 
King of Pruffia to prefer quartering hit 
men in private houfet; for in all other 
yerpeSs, lodging them together in barracks 
vrould be more convenient, and more i^ee* 
able to the genius of his government. 
. The palace at Potfdam, or what they 
call the cstAlCf is a very noble building* 
with magniikent gardens adjacent. I ihall 
not trouble you with a defaiption of either; 
only it flruck ine as a thing rather oncom^ 
monjn a palace, to find the ftudy by fiir. 
the fineft apartment in it. The ornaments 
of this are of maiTy hker. The writing- 
deik, the embeliiihoients of the. t^^Ie, and 
the accoD^modatioBS for the books, were 
ail in fine tafte. 

The perfon who attended us, aiked if 
we had any defire to fee his Majefty's 
wardrobe? — On being asifwcred in the af- 
firmative, he conducted us to the chamber 
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where the monarch's clothes are depofited ; 
it had a very different appearance from hi« 
hbrary. The whole wardrobe confifted. 
of two blue coats » faced with red, the lin-. 
ihg of one a little torn ;— two yellow waift-: 
coats, a good deal foiled with Spanifh 
fnuffi — three pair of yellow breeches, and 
a fuit of blue velvet embroidered with 
filvcr, for graud occalions. 

I imagined at ficft, that the man had 
got a few of the King's old clothes, and 
kept them heje to amufe (Grangers; bUt, 
upon enquiry, I was aflfured, that what I 
have mentioned,, with two fuits of uniform 
which he ha$ at Sans-Souti, form th^ en- 
tire wardrobe of the Kingof Pruffia. Our 
attendant faid, he had never known it more 
complete. As for the velvet fuit, it was 
about tea years of age, and. flill enjoyed 
. all the vigour of youth. Indeed, if the. 
moths fpare it asL much as his Majefty has 
done, it may laft the age of Methufalera.— ^ 
In the fame room, are fome flandards be- 
longing to the cavalry, Inftead of the 
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vAial fquare flag, two or tbrcc of thefe 
have the figures of eagles in carved 'filvcr 
fixed on a pole. 

In the bed-chamber where the iate King 
died, at the lower part of the windowr 
which looks into the garden, four pane^ 
Jiave been removed, and a piece of gla(s, 
equal in fize to all the four, fup plies theic 
place. We were informed that his late 
Majefty 'S fupreme delight through life had 
been to fee his troops exercife, and that he 
had retained this paiSoo till his Jaft breath. 
When he was confined to his room by his 
Jafl illnefs, he ufed to fit and view tliem 
through tlie window, which had been 
framed in this manner, that he might en- 
joy thefe dying contemplations with the 
greater conveniency. Becoming gradually- 
weaker by the increafing diflemper, he 
could not fit, but was obliged to lie on a 
couch through the day. When at any time 
he was uncommonly languid, they raifed 
his head to the window, and a fight of the 
men under arms was perceived to operate 
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like a cordral^ and revive his fpirits, — ^ By 
frequent repetition, hov^ever, even this cor- 
dial loft its eflFed. — His eyes became dim—* • 
virhen his head vras raifed, he could no 
longer 'perceive the foldiers, and he ex* 
pired. 

This ivas feeling the ruling paffion as 
ftrong in death as any man ever felt it. . 
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Poudam. 

1 Have been twice or thrice a^ Sansr 
Soucii which is at a fmall difiance from 
Potfdam. The King lives conflantly at 
the Old Palace, except when fome people 
of very great diftindion conae to refide with 
him for fonae days. He then receives tbcxn 
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a'f the New Palace, and remsuils there him- 
felf daring their ftay. 

The gallciy contains a great coUedion 
of paintings, iome of them originals, highly 
efteemed.-^^The moft valuable are of the 
Flemifh fchool. — Some people who pafr* 
for connoifleurs, and for aoght I know 
may be what they pretend, afiert, that the 
King has not a juft tafte in painting, which 
appears by his purchafing a great many 
very indifferent pi<5lures» Whatever may 
be in that, it is certain that his Majefty 
does not give the leaft importance to the 
6pinion of thefe connoifieurs; but buys, 
admires, and avows his admiration of fach 
pieces as appear excellent In his own eyes, 
without regarding what they or others 
may think. It has no weight with him, 
that the piece is faid to be by Raphael, 
Guido, or Corregio. If he fees no beauty 
in it, he fays fo, and without ceremony 
prefers the work of jat modern or obfcure 
painter. 

This is confidered by many critics in 
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painting as blafphemy, aod fhocks them 
more than any other fpecies of impiety. A 
painter and great connoifleur, .whom the 
King had difgafted, by reje£ling foma 
• pidlures of his recommending, and by pur- 
chafing others which he had condemned, 
faid (fpeaking of the King), "The man 
imagines, becaufe he can play on the 
German flute, and has been praifed by a 
parcel of poets and philofophers, and has 
gained ten or a dozen battles, that there- 
fore he underllands painting ; but fighting: 
battles is one thing, and a true knowledge of. 
painting is another, and that he will find ta 
hiscofl.'' 

A few years after the late war, the King 
of Pruflia began to build the new palace 
of Sans-Souci, which is now completely 
finiflied^ and is certainly a very noble 
and fplendid work. The oflSces are at a 
confiderable diftance, and are joined to the 
body of the palace by a double colonnade, 
which has a very grand eflFedl. The front 
of the palace feems rather crowded, by the 



great number of fiatues which are intended 
to ornament it. Thefe are generally in 
groups, reprfenting feme ftory from Ovid. 
This building has a cupola, terminated by 
a large crown, fupported by the three 
Graces. The Duke of Hamilton obferved^ 
that three Pruffian grenadiers would have 
been more fuitable. On the ground-fl6or, 
in the mi4dle, there is a large hall, whofe 
floor, fides, and roof, are all of marble. 
It is called the- grotto, and the ornaments 
correfpond with that nam%. This room 
can be agreeable only when the weather ii 
exceffively hot., In Italy it would be de« 
lightful. The roof 'of this hall is low, and 
t^aulted, and fup()orts another room in alt 
refpe^ of the fame dimenfions, only 
higher. This fecond room is alfo lined 
with beautiful marble. The other apart- 
ments are adorned, with rich furniture and 
paintings, all very fliowy. Many people 
think them gaudy. — It muft be owned, 
that the gilding is laid on with a very 
. lavi(h hand. 
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Oppofite to the old palace of Sans-Souci». 
and immediately without the gardens, Lord 
Marechal has built a houfe, where he con- 
Aantly re(ides» You are well acquainted 
with the amiable chara&er of this nobleman*. 
We waited on him foon after pur arrival, 
and have dined with him feveral times (ince. 
On the front of his houfe is this in- 
fcription : 

FREDERICUS II. NOBIS HJEC OTIA 
FECIT. 

Adjoining to this houfe is a fmall garden, 
with a door which communicates with the 
King's garden of Sans-Soaci, fo that his, 
Lordfhip has th6 full enjoyment of thefo 
gardens. The King has alfo a key to my 
Lord's little garden, and fiiequently walks 
by this paffdge to vifit him. 

We fet our for Berlin to-morrow. 

Adieu. 
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JHerlitt. 

V V E arrived here in the hei^t of the 
preparation for the reviews. Nothing was to 
be feen in the ftreets but foldiers parading, 
and officers hurrying backwards and forwards. 
The town looked more like the cantonment 
of a great arm^r, than the capital of a 
kingdom in the time of profound peace. 
The Court itfelf refeoibled the levee of a 
General in the field — except the foreign 
mtnifters, and a few ftrangers, every man 
there {for there were no women) wasdrcfied 
in a military uniform. 

Mr. Harrist the Britifli OMnifter, at- 
tended the Duke <^ Hamilton die day we 
were prefented to the King. A fon of 
Prince Kaunite's, and feme other ftrangers, 
were prefented at the fame time. The 
Count Reufc, chamberlaiA of the Court, 
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named each perfon to his Majefiy as he 
approached. He converfed a confiderable 
time with the Duke, and fpoke a few words 
to every perfon whor was prefented. — His 
countenance and manners are exceedingly 
animated. — He feemed that day in very- 
high fpirits, and fpoke to all his oflBcers in 
an eafy ftyle, and with a kind of gay 
^flFability. On their part, they appear before 
their mafter with an eredl military boldnefs, 
free from that cringing addrefs which 
prevails in many Courts, but would not 
fucceed here. ^ 

The king was three days at Berlin before 
the reviews began, and pafled fome hour^ 
every morning in the park, where there were 
four or five thouf9nd men ordered daily, not 
to be exercifed, but limply that the King 
might examine the (late of each corps in 
particular: and it i% incredible with what 
accuracy and minute attention he did cxa- 
.mine them, the Colonel of the regiment 
under fcrutiny walking along with him, 
,to anfwerany ^ueftion, and hear his di- 



IMjUfKERS IK FRAKCe. II9 

re6kions and retnarks. By this exaSnefV, 
he not only knows the condition of the 
army in general, b'ut. the appearance, 
degree of difcipline, and flrength of each 
regiment. 

The 4vhole number reviewed was about 
thirty-fix or thirty-eight thoufand, con- 
lifting of the garrifo of Berlin, and troops 
from fome of the adjacent towns and 
villages. This army was in the field three 
mornings fucceffively, and the operations 
were different ^ach day. I fhall endeavour 
to give you an idea of the plan of the 
laft day's review, which is frefheft in my 
memory. 

At break of day, about eight thodfand 
men marched out of Berlin, under the 
command of a general officer, and took 
pofielfion of a village, fituated on a rifing 
ground, at the diftance of two or three 
miles. About an hour after, the King 
himfelf joined the army, which was af- 
femblcd without the gates. He divided it 
into three columns. Tvro general officers 
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took the command of two of them; he 
himfelf Jed the third. The whole marched 
by three diflFercnt roufes towards the yilla^, 
where the former detachment had now 
taken pod. In the attack and defence of 
this village the review confifted. 

As the army advanced, they were can- 
nonaded from the village, bat could not 
be fuppofed to fuffer much, becaiafe the 
leader of each column advanced with cau- 
tion, taking fuch circuits as expofed the 
men very little. 

At length, the three columns met oa 
a large plain near the village, but prote6ied 
from the batteries by a rifing of th^ 
grotind. Here the King formed the army 
into two lines. While this was doing, 
they were perfeAly iecure ; bat they ^Id 
not advance towards the village otherwife 
than by going over the fwell in tlie ground, 
and being expofed to all the cannon of the 
enemy. This was to be performed, there^ 
fore, with as much expedition as could be 
confiftcnt with good order. The rrght wing 

of 



of the army made the attack. As feon as 
the iigfial was givcnyiaU dhe drains aikl &fet 
finsck op 9t '^nce. The foidiers advanced 
with a rapid pace. A nvmeroiis train o£ 
large fieU- pieces, plac^ at proper imervals^ 
atdtranced with eq^ual vefocttjr, and kept in a 
line widi tho front rank. The rapidity 
with Avhich they were charged and di(# 
diarged, as ^ey advanced, was ^ite aflo«* 
niihing. When the bne came within a 
proper diftance of the village, the fc4dicrs 
began to ofe thieir fireiodcs. In the mean time 
4liere was a farious cannonade, s^d diiHiargc 
of fmall-ihot from the vitla^» Hie King 
was between the advancing line and the 
village dfiring the att^k. When they had 
got very near the hedges, a new battery 
opened from the vithigo. The King gave 
a lignal, and the firft line bndce, fell into an 
artificial confuiioB, and gave back towards 
the fecond line, which opened at feveral 
iplaces, and clofed again the moment tht 
retreating lin^ had piefx:ed throogh. Thi 
fecond tine, then moved tp the attack, a^ 

VOL. II. F 
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the former had done. This a]fo feetned 
toberepulfed — a retreat was {bunded, and 
the whole wii>g began to retire. A body 
«f cavalry then appeared from the vil« 
lage^ and were advancing to charge the rc:* 
treating army, but were themfelves charged, 
*nd driven back, by the cavalry of the right 
wing. 

Abodjuof huflars purfued alfo from the 
vUbge, and harafled the retreating army, 
Thefe were fometimes repulfed by the 
foldiers, who turned and fired on thena, 
and fometimes by detached parties of ca^ 
yalry, which drove theni away. 

Thefe various operation^ laded from five 
in the morning till noon, when th^ troops 
returned to Berlin.-^^It is hardly poffibte 
for any words of mine to convey ap ade-? 
quate idea of the perfciSl manner in which 
thde evolutions were executed. The charges 
made by ihe cavalry Were pralfed by the 
King himfelf. I had never fecn fo great ^ 
body togetherj and had np idea that it ws** 
poffible to charge at fuU gallop, and keep 
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tJie ranks and d'lft^^nces fo exa€^ly as they did. 

Upan the princfple, that velocity '»'equal 
to weighty thejr endeavour to compenfate 
for the Jfghtneft of the borfes by the 
^uickaefs of their motion. The hnflars 
tn the^'Pruffian army are taught, not only 
to harafs a retreating army in detached 
parties, but to charge like heavy cavalry 
in a large body. The late General Seidlitz, 
who had the reputation 6f being the beft 
officer of cavalry in Europe, brought the 
Pruffian dragoons to a wonderful degree 
ibf perfedion ; and it is faid that«he gained 
the battle of fioibach by one br iik charge* 
Ever fioce, the .King of Pruffia has 
l)eftowed great attention on his cavalry. 
They are now habituated to charge in largp 
bodies, and at full fpeed. 

The cuicaffiers are the flowet of the 
Pruffian army. T)iey are drefled in buff 
coats, and wear- very heavy iron bread- 
platesi which cover all the fore-part of the 
ix)dy, and have been tried by mufket-(hot 
before they are delivered to the men. 
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I neglcded to metiticN), that the in£intrf 
Were ordered to Ahx^t as <hey advancedl to 
the aCtaeic oa the v&ilage; and that /this 
pradk6 it adofited by Ibe Profflaift in iaftaal 
Anrice^ The King, as I am inforaMkl^ it 
t>f optfrioQi that dib keepa op thefpiritsaf 
!|fae meny and f revents diem ffoid refleA^ 
tng on the danger of thehr fitoation. Thuf 
k a greater pr<^ortion of dhimm^rt kl 
ifae Pniffian fervice than ki laoft olbci^t 
a regofatfoit, in^U probability, founded on 
the faiM priftciplew 

The mtaitig after the rerieivsi ^eit 
wtrt a iS&ncett and fiippo" at Prsnoe Hett^- 
ry's pUkct, The Queen was fm&nt^ and 
d» KingV brothers, tHenri|r hivrikitj and 
Ferlinafldi with tbeir Priiicerftt ; alfo the 
Prince and Princefs of Pryfia, Prince 
dFnedsrick of BT'Onrwiek and hts Prinoefs^ 
And a niimerottsr company. I here deli- 
^Cftd to F^inoe Frederick the letter I had 
jirotxght from hh modier, who I found had 
iNfofe )i^42»l litm of my infention t6 gb 
to Berlin* 



Tlie King himfelf was not prefent. He 
feldom appears at feftivals. Ail his hoars , 
not eroplofod in bv£Mci$, he 4^n<Is in 
reading, or in the fociety of a few people 
whom he eftcems. The Hereditary Prince 
of Brunfwick is at prefent the King's mod 
conftant companiony a choice which doea 
not more honomr loathe *Frinee than to the 
Ktng*s diibernment. 

- Rrince Henry*s palace is onp of the liioft 

magnificent buildings in Berfin* No fob* 

jeA of tHe Kmg of Frtrflb lives in a more 

tKnptaoas manner «han this Pftnce, who 

Iteeps a namerotrs eftaMifliment of fer?ants, 

moftty faanSbme young men , very ricUy 

dreficd. The entertainment on this occa- 

lion was remarkably fpiendid. 
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BerBii. 

X HE day after the. reviews, the King^ 
attended by his nephew, the Prince of 
Pruffia, and the Hereditary Prince of Brunf- 
wicky fet out for Nfagdeburg, where there 
IS a camp of 15,000 men. He afterwards 
will proceed to Sllefia, and his new aC' 
quired dominions in Poland,. and is noC 
expected at Potfdam for fix weeks at lead. 

His Majefty makes the fanae circuit 
twice every year.— Surely no King in Eu- 
rope can have fuch a thorough knowledge 
of his dominions and fubjeSs as this mo* 
narch.— His abfence from Berlin has made 
but little relaxation in the duty, and none 
in the difcipline, of the troops. The re- 
views were fcarcely over,, when fieldrdays 
kegan. Tlicre arc 1500 or aooo of the 



droops belonging to this garrifen exercifed 
in • the park almoft every morning, befidcs 
thefe who appear on the parade for the 
ordinary gaards. 

A revie\fr, fuch as that which I bndea^ 
voured to defcribe, is undoubtedly one of 
^he fined (hows that can be exhibited : but 
when a fpe£lator of fenfibility. refleiSts on 
the means by which thefe poor fellows are 
brought to this wonderfal degree of acca* 
racy, he will pay a kvtxt tax for this fplen-* 
" did exhibition. — ^Tfae Pruffian difcipline'ort 
a general view is beautiful \ in detail it is 
fliocking. 

When the young ruftic is brought td 
the regiment^ he is at firft treated with a 
degree of gentleness; he is inflTU(Sed by 
words only how to walk^ and to hold up 
his head, and to carry his firelock^ and he 
is not punifhed, though he ftiould not fuc- 
ceed in his earlieft attempts :— -they allow 
his natural awkwardnefs and timidity to 
wear off by degrees r—^they teem qautloue 
•f confounding him ^t the beginning) ot 
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iriving liim t6 dcfjjair, Jind take care not to 
pour all the terrors of their difcipHne apon 
his alloniihed fetifes at dnc^« When he 
has been a lutle familiarifed to his new 
Itatc^ he » taught the cjftrcife erf the fire- 
lock 9 firfl a^lone^ and afterwards with twa 
or three o^ his Companions. This is not 
Wrtrtifted to a corporal or ferj^ant ; it is the 
Aoty of a fabaltern oflScdr. In tiie park af 
Berlin, every morning may be f^eh'th« 
Keutcnants of the different regimems cis- 
^rcifing, with the greateft affi<luity, fonie-* * 
twnes a fingte man, at other firhcs three or 
four together ; and now, if the young re- 
fcruit fliows negledl or rettiiffWefs, his at- 
tention is roufed'by the oflBcer's cafte, which 
h ap{^lied with augm^tfitifig en6rg^> Ml hn 
h^s acquired the full corhmsmd of hfe fire- 
lock.--He is taught ftcadinefe tfiidet »fi»s, 
and the imnwbiliry of a ftawe 5*-4i€i is in* 
fcrmcd, that all his Members j«retc> m^im 
dtily at the word of command; afidV4*5t at 
h\i own plcafute :• — that fpeaking, coo^ir* 
itigy fneezlng, are aU u«t{>ardonable crimes^ 



anj wben the jpeor M i« ^cowipliAcd to 

tlieir mioci, ^1k^ pn/js huB <• nuArrftandy 

that 009V it if pcj^f&StiY knfiwn wbat he cam 

do» mkI Aerirfore ifai fimUcA deficmey 

mil be pufiiAed iiMli tigonr. Anil al-^ 

tlmuth h0 AeM it&ine eraj memefit of 

las tmie,.ai4 ;dtl his aueitt'tcii, coxbamng 

b» arnais, tskmg care of bis ciothes, wni 

I»ni6b£ag the tnaiuial ejuercafe, it k ImC 

hareljr pbffibie for Um to cfcape po^ilfli- 

noAt ; and if fais cs^tmn happens to be'Of 

a capriewctt or ;crttel c^pofitibn, the iii- 

feted faidtcr iofes die poor cbaocp «f ttiK 

poffibiiitf* 

As for the offieen^ they ;aDe not 'mdeed 
fedbjeded to corpofal p^^nUhMont^ Untr they 
ans .oUjgcfi io h^&om m juircflaittlng at* 
teotiob on 4^y as tbe (flaeo. The fa« 
Valterns are almoft- eonftaatly «si gnari!, 
or execifing iihe reennts c^>tlie captatn 
kmiKSy that he wiill he dblaaaed hy his oo« 
ioftel, and caa^xpedtsie pcdmaAoiif if hb 
eonpaBy he not as pisrkSL as the others : 
tfK coland esstireiy loGsi the King's ;&v*iif 
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iSo ton^ion in life em be more idivfr 
and at tie fame time have lefs ytfriecy iir ir«. 
diatt (hat o€ ^ ^riifflan oficer'iif ricnef of 
|»eace. He ii cMthtimFl^ eht^bjflftl te'Ae 
fame oecttp^tmt, and t:<«itiAi]a% otoipief 
In the faiiie phce. tliere n no votatton of 
the troops as In the Brhifli itfrke. tht ft^ 
l^hnents which were phced in Berlfli, Mi^ 
deburg, SdYweidnit^, atid the ^tiier garriibm 
SK the conclafiem bf the war, f«mam tbcro 
ftill. It is dreaded, that if they yfert oectf*- 
fionally moted from one gamibn to nnotheri 
(he -foreigners in the fervice, who «M.-exe«e^ 
ingly prone to dcfcrtion, might then find 
opportunities, which according to the pre* 
fent plan they cannot : for however defirous 
a Pruffian foldier may be tp defert, the thing 



is almoft unpoffible. The moment a man 
is mii&og, a oeriaiii muabcr of caanotts if 
ftredy wbieb announce the deiisrtion to tbe 
"whole country. Tbe feafimts have a cioii&- 
derable rewacd for fek&tog a deferter, aod^are 
liable to feYere penalises if liiey harbour, of 
^d faim in malciiig his eksftf and parties 
Srottji ttle garrifons aie fent s^er hioi in 
every dice£^ofi* 

, 'As none of riie feldiemare ever albwed to 
go wflboitf tbe waik df tbe town^ il re^iita. 
ffPesA addreis to get over tbis £r(l d^icuJty ; 
and when A^f bmre been fo fiur ibitotiate^ 
Asiay chances reUmn ^akift Ibetr efeapinf 
tbtoagb tbe Ppoffiaii dommio^s •> and e^ren 
Mikkem 4bey ai^ive fsKs ia any ol ^e Qeif^ 
bearing flutes, . 

Ntmceadem fortona viKMiet eafibus a^ 

Ififsqukor.^ 

For there they will probably be obliged to 
inlift again as foldiers ; fo that, on the whole, 

* Tbe Ikme fete uwwm !*«»» t*cr?, after 
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however unhappy they may be^ it is abfurd 
to attempt defertion iii any other v^ay than 
by killing themfelves, which method, as I 
am told, begins to prevail* 

In confequence bf their retiiarning con<« 
ftantly in the fame place, converfing always 
with the fame people, and beitig employed 
tiniformlj in the fame bulinefs, the Pruffiaii 
officers acquire a ftaid, ferious appearance^ 
exceedingly different from the gay, difTipatedy 
dtJgage air of Britifli or French o&ccis* 
Their Only amufement, of relajtation fron* 
the duties of their profeffion, feems to be 
Walking on the parade, and converfing with 
each other. The inferior officjers* thus de-* 
prived of opportunities of mixing in general 
fociety, and not having time for ftudy, cad 
hai^fc no very extenfiva range of ideas# Their 
knowledge, it muft be confcffed,^ is pretty 
much conhnqd to that branch of tadlics in 
which they are fo much employed.; and 
many of* them at length feem to think, tha^ 
to ft and firm and fteady, to^ march eie£t/ to 
wheel to the right and left, and to charge 



and difcharge a firelock, if not the fole ufe 
of human creatures, is at leaft the chief end 
of their creation. 

The King, as I have been informed, hat 
no inclination that they ihould reafbn on z 
larger compafs of thought, which might po& 
fibly lead them to dcfpife theif daily em- 
ployment of drilling foldiers, Counting the 
buttons of their coats, and examining the 
flate of their fpatterdafhes and hreechef^ 
For as foon as men's minds become fapetior 
to their buiinefs, the bufinefs will not be (o 
well performed. Some application to other 
ftudies, and opportunities of mixing with z 
mare general fociety, might make them naore 
agreeable men, but not bctfer captains, lieute* 
Hants and adjutants. 

His Majefty imagines he wiJI afways find 
a fafficient number of men of a morelibcral 
turn of mind, and more extenfive notions, 
for officers of great truft and feparate com- 
xnands, where the general muft aft according 
to emergences, and the light of his own: 
ttuderflanding. He beiieves, alfo, that this 
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gpattkl fyCtcm will not deprive him of the 
audvantage of purticolar exceptioBS, or ^o« 
vent genius from being diflii\g^iilied, ^kea 
it eacifts in the humblelt ipberw of his fer-^ 
v^ce. As often, ther^foFc, as he 0b(«rv«» 
any dawniogs of this kind; when any offi^ 
cett or «feafoldier, difcqvers oncosanaoa 
talents, or extenfive capacitj, fa& k (hire t» 
'he advanccdf ^ iplaced in a luaatlon where 
his abilities may have a foii powar of exer« 
tion; while thofe nvoft ftand ftiU, or be 
moved by a very flow gradattoni who have 
no other merit to depend on for premotioo 
but aiSduity alone, which, in the Pn^ft 
fervice, can never 'caodod to that rank^isi 
the army, where .other %iMlificatiaas are 
wanted. , 

As to the common men, the leading 
idea of the Prui£an dilciyitne is to rttduce 
them, in many re^flts, to the J^ati^re of 
' machines; that they j^ay have no vOlitioQ 
of their own, but be a^luated feleljr by 
that of 4heir ^fitters; that they may bawD 
iiich aiupcriative drefd of tho£e flAceiSr«9 



aimlkilatei all fear of tbe enemy ; and that 
they may move <fi>nvai^ Krhen ordered^ 
wldumt deeper reatbniag or mone eoncem 
tlian tbe firelocks they carry along with 
them. 

- Cofffidering tfie lengtfi to which this 
fyftem . is carried^ it were to be wifttel 
^t it coaU be Carried ftiU further, and 
that thofe iinhappy tncn, while they re* 
tained the ticulties of hoaHng atid obeying 
orders, c&uld be derived of e?ery other 
kind of, feeling. 

^ Tbe coomon ftate of ilavery io Afiat 
or that td which peopJe of civil profeC^ 
fions in the mdft defpotic countries are 
tpi^6k^ h freedom in compartfon of this 
kidd of mtiltary flavery. The former are 
Hot conttnuaUy under the eyes of their 
tyrants, ^bot for long infedrvads of time 
snany mjoy life without idtraint, and 
as their tafte dlAates; but iill the: foreign 
foldiers in this fenric^, and tbde of the 
isatives, who are fufpe&ed of any inten* 
tion to deftrt, and confeq^aentiy Acvor 



allowed farloughs, are always tinder th^ 
eye of fome-body, tvho has the povi'er^ 
and too often the inclination^ to controul 
every a£tion of their i>odiesi and every* 
defire of their hearts. 

Since fuch a tiumber of men all o^ci" 
Europe are doomed to this ftate of con-^ 
ftraint; it is much to be lamented that^ 
from the nature of the fefvice, the doom 
ihould fall on the ufeful, induftrious pea-< 
fantry, who, when uncontrolled by .cruel 
and abfurd policy^ pafs their days itl cheers 
fulnefs,tafting every real pleafure without 
the naufea of fatiety, or the ftrngsofre- 
morfe,.and perhaps, of all mankind, have 
the greateft enjoyment of life. The fura- 
total of happinefs, deflroyed by removing 
men from this fitaation into a ftate of 
mifery, mnft be infinitely greater than if 
many . of the ufelefs, Weahhy, and luxu- 
rious could be tranflated into the fame 
ftate« This would not be annihilating 
happinefs, but only fliifting the fcene of 
the wretched. Such recruits would onljr 



be harafied by the caprices of others in* 
ftead of their own ; — plagued with the 
manual exerciie, inftead of being tortured 
by peevKhnefs and difguft ; — laid op in 
confequencc of running the gantlet, in* 
ftead of being laid up with the gout ;*^ 
atid, finally, knocked xlown by a cannon-^ 
ball, inftead of being killed by a fit of th« 
apoplexy or a furfcit. 
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B«rlia; 

Instead of troubling you with any 
more obfervations of my own, on the 
nature of the Pruffiatt difcrplrne, or the 
principles on which rt is founded, I fhall 
give you the fubftance of fome converfa* 
tions I hare had on that fuhj^A with 9 
Prufiian officer of chara£ker. 



i4o rwff 09 focQBnr Jiifxp 

Walking onf oioriiii^ in the park, ^¥e: 
(aw a poor fellow ioiartly c^n^A* for no 
<|ther reaibn, but becaufe hie 4id iiaC r^ 
tprn the ram- rod into bts pieciB w'nh fa . 
qiiich celerity as the reft of the platoom 
I turned away with indKgnattou from the 
fight, which ^ officer obfenrii^ bidp 
You think the poniAiaicuii: too levere ibr 
the crime I — There was no criiae, bid I ; 
the ram-rod flipt through his fingers by 
accident, and it is not poffible to imagine, 
that the man had any intention to perform 
this important motion lefs rapidly thaix 
his comrades. Every tbtng muft be con- 
fidered as of importance by a foldier, re- 
plied my Pruflian acquaintance, which his 
officer bnlers him to do. In all probabiiity, 
the fault was involuritary ; hut il is not 
' always poffible to difiinguiib iavoIan|ary 
faults from tfaofe that.bappc|n ibrotsgh neg* 
ligencc. To prevent any man frfjutn hop- 
ing that his n^ligence will he forgiven a^ 
involuntary, all blunden are puniflied, 
from whatever caufc they happen j the 



Confeq«encc of which is, that every man 
Is more attentive and alert than he would 
©therwifc be. I remember, added he, that 
it vm vtry vtCanl Oh fidd^days^ for the dra* 
goons to have their hats blown off. Nobo^ 
fufpc^ted th^t they had bribed the wind to 
^hy this trick ; yet a general officer being 
put out of humont by the frequency of the 
accident, gave orders to pnnifh every man 
to whom rt iht}uld happen ;, and (mce that 
order was pot in forces the hats have been 
mnch feldomer blown off. 

I then mentioned a faft which appeared 
to me Aiil more extraordmary. A huffa/, 
at the lad review, had fellen from hit 
^orft at fan gafiop, and was fo much 
bruifird, that it was found neceflary to carry 
h\m to the hofpitaf ; and I had been afiure^, 
that as foon as the man ihould be perfectly 
recovered, he would certainly be puniflied 
for having fallen. Now, continued I, 
though a man may be a little carelefs about 
his hat, it canifiot be imagined, that thi's 
huflar was not feiioufly inclined to keep his 
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feat; for, by falling, lie might have broke 
his neck, ojr have been trod to death : or, 
even if you chufe to fuppofe that be did 
pot ride with all the attention he ought, 
yet, as he received one fevere puoiflinient 
by the fall, it wpuld be cruel to infli3 an- 
other. I h^ve nothing to oppofe tp the 
folidity^ of your argument, replied the Prufc 
iian, but that General Seidlitz, who was tbp 
beft officer of pavalry in the world, firft 
introduced this piece of cruelty, ^iincc 
which it is certain, that the men havp 
pot fallen fo often. The King imagines, 
continued the Pruflian, that difcipline i^ 
the foul of an army ; that men in the dl&. 
fercnt natioi^s of Europe are, in thofo 
.qualities which are thought: nepeflary for 
a foldier, nearly on a par ; that in two 
armies of equal numbers, the degrees of 
laifcipline will determine bo\y far one k 
fuperior to the other. His great objecjt, 
therefore, is to keep, his pwn army at th^ 
higheft poffible degree of perfeilion in this 
^^ential pwnt. If jhat could rjl>?,;4op« hy 
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gentle means, undoubtedly he would pro- 
fer then). -?- He i$ not naturally of a cruel 
di(p6(ition.— His general conduct to officers 
of rank proves this. — Finding that thp 
hopes of promotion^ and a fenfe of ho- 
nour, are fufficient motives to prompt 
them to ^eir duty, he never has had re* 
courfe, except in cafes of treachery, to 
any higher punifliment than difmifling 
themm In feme remarkable inftances, he 
has difpiayed more mildnefs than is ufual 
in any other fervice. Some of his Gene* 
rals have allowed town$ qf the greateft im# 
portance to be taken by furprife; others 
Jiave Joft entire armies ; yet be never was 
influence^, by popular clamour, or by the 
ruinous condition of his own afiairs in 
confequence of thofe Jofles,. to put any .of* 
the unfortunate generals to death. And 
when any of them have beein fpfpended . 
for a certain time, pr declared, by the 
decree of a court-martial, incapable of a 
military. j:onamand under him, he has nevet 
aggravajted . jhe f^Qtencp l^y any oppr<^^ 
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brious commentary,' but has rather al« 
leviated it by feme daufe «f in^ge, 
larhich %ared the honour of the condeiDned 
generaL 

The common fioUiert cannot be kept to 
their <luty by mild tr(Atment. Severe and 
immefate oorporal poniflimeat is found 
abfolutely neceflary.-^Not to nfe it at 
aU, or to nib it in H d^ree ineapsdile 
of producmg the fiatt eSe&j vnottld bo 
weaknefs. Soldiers are fomctimes puniih-^ 
ed for flips, which perhaps all their zt* 
Mntion cannot prevent; becattfe, though 
it' is impoffible to afcertatn, that any 
pafticular man could have avoided themg- 
yet experience has taught, that, by puntfii* 
ing every bltmder, fewer are committed 
on the whole. Thi^ fufficiently juftifies 
the pra^ice of wkat yoti call cruelty, but 
which is in reality falutary difcipiine; for 
ftn individual fuffering unjuftty is not fo 
great an evil in an army, as the permitting 
negligence to pafs unpuntihed. To allow 
ten guilty men to efciipe,. rather than 

ri(k 



rj& he punifhment ot one innocent perfon, 
may be a ^ood maxim in mondity, or 
in civil govcfnraent, but the revcrfe will 
b« found preferable . in mititary difcipline* 
When the Pruffian had finiftied hit 
dticourfe, I faid, Yoa feem to negleft 
all thofe incitements which are fuppofed 
to influence the minds of foldiers ; the 
love of glory, the love of country you 
count as nothing. You adArefs yourfclf 
to no pfiiffion but one. t— Fear is the only 
inftrument by which you compel your 
common men to deeds of intrepidity. 
Never mind the inftrumeint, replied th^ ' 
Fruflian^ but look to the effe£l:. 

I am convinced, anfwered 1, that Britifli 
foldiers, with that degree of dtfciph'ne 
which fubdfts in our army, which it 
not near fo rigid as yours, animated by 
their native courage, and the intereft which 
even the common men take in all their 
country's quarrels, are at leaft equal to 
any other troops. 

I hope, &id he, the experiment will 

VOL, II. . G 
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xiot lie made foon, for I efteem yont 
naclon, and ihould be foriy to fee youjr 
troops pppofed to <purs vin the field: but 
till they are, you .cannot be Aire of the 
juftnefe of .your afier^ion. The advantages 
you gained over the French ia the la|e 
war rather makes for roy argument, be* 
CAufe the Frencb army is more remUsia 
the article of difcipiine than youff . 

I then returned to my old ground, the 
cruelty ' of hars^iig and tormc^itiiig meu 
without intermii^n ; apd aSerted, tliat the 
advantagel arifing from fudi exceffive feve«> 
rity, even tbpqgb they &<>uld be as great as 
he reprefentedi could not ibrm a fofficient . 
roafpn for rendering the lives of fo many 
men milorable. 

I do not know that they are mtfer4bi(^« 
^replied he.-*?r\V^hen naen are >«t indifi^ 
rently fed, forced to petfarm very. hard 
doty, certain of bein^ . fe vereiy pttn|flied/for 
the fmiHeft faults, and foinetimes e^wn for 
their misfortunes, can yon doubt, fatd ^ 
that.fhcfe pen a« i^uferablic .^—^They do Wt 



fccfn mifemble, replied he, they bear it very 
yirelL — ' — And w<MJId you, added I» have 
-the kfs remorfe in tprmenting meo, bccaufe 
they have the ^rength, of miod to bear 
it well ? 

I then told him a (lory^ I had heard of an 
£nglUh (ailor, who was tried for a robbery 
iieliad committed on the highway. While 
his doom was pronouncing, he raifedaptece 
of roIJed tobacco to^ hb mouth, and held it 
between his teeth till he heard the fentence 
of death paiTed on him. He then bit o£F a 
piece of the tobacco, and began to chew it 
lyhb ^eat unconcern. Sirrah^ faid tlhit 
judge, piqued at the man's indifference^ do 
yoa know that you are to be hanged in a 
vefy ihon time? — So J hear, faid the faiJor, 
fqiurting a little tobacco juice from hi$. 
mouth.-^Po you Icnow, rejoined the judgCi 
where you wiU go when you die ?-^I cannot 
tell m4e$4f an*t pleafe your honour, faid the 
faUon — Why, then, cried the judge, with a 
tr^eiBendoas voice, I will tell you : You wiil 
gQ to hell, you. villain, wid thw be burnt to 
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»U eternity .-^If I fbould, replied the failor, 
with perfrcft tranquillity, I hope, my Ltord, 
} fl)ali be a|)le to bear it^ 
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Berlin* 
J^ERLIN is certainly one of the moft beau^ 
tiful cities in Europe. The ftreets are built 
in a very regular manner, and of a commo-^ 
<!ious breadth. In the new town they are 
perfeiftly ftraight, Frederickftrcet is rec- 
koned two Englifli miles 2(nd a half, or a 
French league, in length. Others, which 
go off at right angles from that, are a mile^ 
^-« mile and a half long. 

Some people affert, that Berlin covers as 
piutJi ground as Paris. Thefc are not 



Frenchmen, as you will readily belicTc ; nei- 
ther am I of that opinion, but it certainly 
approaches much nearer to Paris in fize than 
in number of inhabitants ; Berlin is undoub^ 
tediy more than. half the fize of Paris, yet I 
am convinced it does not contain above a 
fifth of the inhabitants* 

There are a few very magn lucent build- 
ings in this town. The reft are neat houfes, 
built of a fine white freelione, generally 
one, or at moft two ftories high. Here, as 
at Potfdarti, th^ finifliing within does not 
correfpond with the elegance of the outfide^ 
and the foldicrs are quartered on the ground- 
floor in rooms looking to the ftreet. Th0 
principal edifices are the king's palace, and 
that of Prince Henry. Both of thefe ara 
very magnificent* The arfenal, which is a 
noble ftru£tur^, is built in the form of a 
fquare. We were in^ormf^d, tliat at prefent 
it contains arms for zoo,CQO men. I am 
convinced this is no eiaggeration. 

The new Roman Catholic Church is by 
far the mo(l ^egant place of worfliip in the 
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tity. The King allows the free exercife ©f 
every religion over all his dominions. He 
thinks the fmalicft controul over men's 
ronfcicnces highly anjuft. He even has the 
delicacy not to influence them by his example, 
and offends no religion, by giving a prefe* 
cncc to any one in particular. 

On the front of the opera-houfe, whicK^ 
is a very beautiful ftrudture, is this in* 
fcription : 

HU6DERICUS R^X, ABOLUNI ET . 
MUSIS. 

■ After obfcrvlng the infcriptiom and,orna*r 
roents of the palaces and other public buit^ 
dings, the new method of decorating the 
churches, the number of Mercuries, ApoHoSi 
Minervas, and Cupids, that are to be met 
With in this country, a ftranf er might be led 
Cc fufpcS, that the*Chriftian religion was 
expteded firom the Pr^ffian dominions,: and 
oid Jupiter and his family reftored to their 
ancient honours. * 

There is an e^ucflrian fiatue of William^ 



rik Great Ele£U>r, on tbe new bridge over 
file Spr^ie. This is highly tikeemei asa piece 
of fine Worbmaniliip*— 'In the corner of one 
of the (quires, is a ftatue of Xiarihal SichWe- 
rin. He is reprefented holding the enfigo* 
with whitb he advanced at the fanMos battle 
ef Prague. -*- Perceiving his troops on the 
^Int of giving. way, he fetzed this from the 
officer's hands vrhofe duty it was to carry it» 
and marched towards the enemy, calling oof, 
£,et all but cowards foiiow me. The tro<^Sy 
aihamed to abandon their general, cl^arged 
once more, 'andr ti^rned die foitone of the 
daj.-^ut the brave old Nlarfluil was ^killed, 
in die eighty^fottrtb yefir of hts age.«*»Dd 
not you' think the. trooble lof living fo long 
was amply repaid by fucha deathi 

Inftead of faints or crocifiies, the King 
intends tiiat the churches of Berlin fliall be 
ornamented wi& the portraits of meir 
tyho have been ufeftti to tbe ftale. Tboie 
of the Marflials Scbwerin, Keith, Winter^ 
field, and'fome others, are already placed in 
the great LuCberan^ diuich*^ 
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The fociety into which Grangers may be 
admitted in this capital, is npt various ar 
extenfivc. The Pf uffian officers of the 
higher ranks, whofe time is not entirely 
engroffed, like that of their iirferiors, by 
the duties of their profeflion, Uve modly 
with their own fi^milics, oi" with each other. 
Escclufive of other reafons which might de- 
termine them to this, it is mnderfbood, that 
the King does not approve of their forming 
intimacies with foreign miniilers, or with 
ft rangers. 

The Duke of Hamilton followed the King 
to Magdeburg to fee the reviews there, and 
has fince made a lour as &- as Leipfic, with 
two Englifh gentlemen. My connedlion 
with him, and the letter I brought from 
the Duchefs of Brunfwick, have procured 
me invitations, which I ihould other- 
wife have had but a fmall chance of re- 
ceiving. I paflbd a day lately at a very 
pleafant villa, about fix miles from Berlin^ 
belonging to the King's brother^ JPrince 
Ferdinand, He is married to a fifter cjf 
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the Princefs of. Heffe Caffcl. The Prin- 
cefs of PrulEa was there at the fame lime, 
and Prince Frederick of Bronrwick with 
his Princefs^ who is remarkably .pretty, 
I have the honour of fupping fometimes 
with Prince Frederick, who lives conftantly 
at Berlin. To the fpirit and viTacity com- 
mon to all hi^. femily, he adds a tafte for 
poetry, and has compofed fome dramatic 
pieces in the French bngaage, which have 

.been, reprefented on ajittle theatre in his 
own houfe, and in private focieties at Berlin* 
•"-^There has been ^ a continued ro^nd of 

.feafling-all tlie iaft week^ 

The Prindefs of PrtifflA gaVe ik brcakfaft 
at a garden in the Park, to which ai larjgo 
cohipariy Was invitef*^ Thferi wasdaixring,. 
which c6nttnaed al! the forenoon. Upcm 
all thefe occafions, 1 faW none of that (late 

'and cetemdny of which the • Germans are 
accufet', Thofe of th<^ higheft rank be- 

"h^^ved with the gteateft-eafe and affability 
to every perfon prefcnt^ and joined iii <.he 
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country-dances, without obferving any for m- 
iDr etiquette. 

The miniftcry Count Finkenfbin, gave 
a great dinner and ball, on account o£ the 
marriage of one of his fon$. The Count 
Reufe, and foiiie others, have alfo given 
entertainments ; but the chief and perma>* 
nent fociety is to be found at the houfes of 
the foreign miniftera Vho reiide here. I 
have been introduced to all of then^ by Mr» 
Harris, his Majefty's envoy extraordinary^ 
' wha lives here in a ftyle which doea honour 
to Ws country and himfelf. 

We have received very great civilities alfo 
from Baron Van Swietcn, minifter from 
the Couft of Vienna, a raaa of wit and 
erudition* He is fon to the celebrated 
phyficial^. whpfe works are fo highly 
eftcemed all over Europe. There are two 
'or three general efficers who are pretty 
- often at the houies of thefe miniflers, and 
entertain' ftrai^ers oocafionally at home.-— 
Befules thofe I have named, there are very 
few of the King of Pruffia's fervanis who 



liave any connexion with the (Irangert that 
come to Berlin. I have had the happineft* 
of foraiing an acqoaiatanc^ here with tw 
very agreeable French gentlemen, the M«i| 
quis de Laval, fon of the Duke of that name, 
and the Count de Clermonr, grandfon of 
that Monf. de Saint HiDaire, whofe arm 
was carried off 1»y the fame buUet which 
killed Marftal Tttreoae. Y«a reoaember 
die fisotiment which Saint UUlatre ^predU 
to his fon^ who lamented fats wotund— A 
fentiment which pr<we(^ tfaaf fait ma^nani- 
RHty was equal to that of the hero whom 
be fo greatJ]r\{>]vfeffred to bim&If* 

Adieu, . 
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Berliii, 

W HEK we arrived here firfl, tbe Qaecnr 
lived at Mont Bijou, a fmall palace jaA 
without tbe gates. Her Majefty had a 
public day^ twice a week while fhe re^ 
mained there ; but (he has lately removed 
fo Shoerrbaufen, another pahte, fituated 
two leagues from* Berlin, where ihe pafles 
the fiKmner. Here fhe has a public day 
only once a week. The Princes, the no* 
bility, the foreign minifters, and ftranger*, 
generally attend on thcfe occafions at five- 
1X1 the evening. After her Majefty has 
walked round the circle, and fpoke a few 
words to every one, /he fits down to cards.^ 
There is a taWe for the Queen, and oner 
for each of the Princefies, all of whom 
tboofe their own parties. The reft of the 



tfompany prefent themfelves for a few mi-* 
nutes at each of thefe card-taUes, after 
v^hicfa the duty of the day is over, and they 
walk in the garden, or form parties at cards 
in the other apartments, as they think pro* 
per, and return to Berlin when it begins to 
grow dark. On fome particular nights, her 
Majefty invites a confiderable number o£ 
the company to fupper, who then remain 
tiJl midnight. 

The Queen's Court reiembles the other 
Courts of Europe ; whereas that at San»« 
Souci is upon quite a new pbiru No 
llrangers are received there, nor any other 
perfons except fuch as have real bufinefa 
with the Kmg. There his Majefty is en»- 
ployed in his affairs from morning till eveir- 
ing, and fpends the hours be deftines for 
relaxation in the company of two or three 
men of letters, and a few officers, who 
dine with bun daily.*-When he has bu6- 
nefs with any of his fervants, or with the 
foreign miniffers, which cannot be executed 
by letter, tfi^y attend him at Sant-Souei, 



and come away as foon as that bafincfi h^ 
tranfa£led; 

Thofe afiemblles at Shoenhaafen are d)e 
enly eftabliihed amuferuienlt for the bdies 
of quality at Berlin during tlie fitmmcr ; 
but you have frequetit opportunitks of 
meeting with the court ladies at the houfes 
of the foreign minifters. 

The French mannfa:s and turn of think* 
jng, certainly prevail very littk among the 
Proflbn* officers ; but the ladies of the 
<^urt of Berlin have more the air of French 
viromen than thofie of any court I have 
feen. Mademoifelle de f&nfieijd, iirft lady 
of honour to the Queen, with ^infinite 
deal ofwit, has ail' the eafe and elegance 
whidi diftinguiih* the ladies of the court of 
Verfaillcsi 

His Majefly Tery feldotu. appears at the 
Queen's courts or at any place where 
women form part of the aflboibly. When 
he ijHrlines to nnfaeod» bis amufemeats are 
of a nature to which they can take no ihare. 
I once iaid to. a la% of this Cburtr that it 



was a pity his Majefty did not love women* 
— ^Confidenng his time of life, did (he, we 
could difpcnfe wfth his love ; but it is hard 
that he cannot endure us. 

Notwithftanding this humour of the 
King's, the ladies^ here arc by no meaBS- 
negle£led-by the men in general. Many 
of the married wonven particularly have 
avowed admirers, who attend them on all 
occalions, are invited with them to all cn^^ 
tertainments, fit next them at tnble, and 
whom the mafter or miftrcfe of the feaft 
takes care to place in the fame party with 
rbem at cards. When a lady is^ not pro- 
vided with an attendant of this kind, her 
hufhand, as well as herfelf, is generally a 
little out of countenance, and both feem 
rather in an awkward fituation, till this ne- 
ceffary concomitant be found. 

A misfortune of a very fctious nature 
happened lately to a certain gentleman 
here ; inftead of expreffing concern about 
him or his wife, ( for he was a married 
man, ) crery body fympathizcdy in the ten- 
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dereft 4Tianncr, wilh another lady, betweert 
whom and this unfortunate gentleman the 
mod intimate connedtion* was thought la 
fubfift : they faid ihe was one of the 
worthiefl women in the.world^ and of fuch 
^ delicate feeiings^ that her heahh might be 
injured by the impreiBon the gentleman^s 
misfortune would make upon her mind— ' 
Being furpnfed that no mention was made 
of his wife all this time, 1 afked if (be 
might not alfo be in fome meafure afFedited 
by her huiband's dlfafier ?— I was told, that 
Ihe was otherwife occupied, and that any 
thing which could happen to her hufband 
wai of little or no importance to her. I thea 
enquired if (he and her huiband lived^n 
bad terms ; I was informed, that on the 
contrary, they were on the bed footing in 
.the worlvi, for that he was much attached 
to another woimn — ^the very lady they fa 
greatly lamented ) , and that bis wife was 
entirely devottfd to another man : fo the 
account between them bemg perfeiSlIy ba- 
lanced^ they lived free of ail domeAic de* 
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bates, in a ftate of mutual negle£t, anil 
engroffcd with feparate pafiions. 

In. this country, when- both parties arc 
willing, and when there are no children, 
a divorce may be obtained with very little 
trouble or expence; we are frequently in 
companies, where a lady, her prefent and 
former hufband, are at table, and all parties 
behave in xhk moft polite and friendly man- 
ner to each other* 

I have heard of one gentleman, who 
having lived in a Aate of domeftic jarring 
.with his wife, got her *perfuaded to con- 
cur with him in applying for a divorce— • 
This was foon obtained. — He then mar- 
ried another woman, with whom he wa» 
violently in love, and expefted, as ufual, 
eternal happinefs. After raarriiige, how- 
ever, this paflion cooled rather fooncr than 
common, and within a few months he 
became the profefied admirer of his firft 
wife. He now faw a thoufand charms in 
her perfon and converfation, which had 
•ntireJy cfcap cd his notice, while the bond* 



of wedlock fabfifted. Healfo dlfcovereili' 
that certain pecdiarities in her manner^ ^ 
.which he had fbrmerly thought exceed* 
iogly awkward, were in reality gracefuL 
He exprefled' his rentorfe for his fornoer 
blindnefs in the moft pathetic term$ : the 
lady yffi$ foftenedf • and at length gave the 
moft perte6^ marks of forgiveness ; and if 
was univerialty thought^ that he thus 
contrived to live in adultery with the very 
woman to whom he had been lawfuliy^' 
married. 

Here jealoufy' is^ held in^equstrcoatenqi^r 
and deteftation, and fcanda! is very little 
known. People feom fo fully occupied'^ 
with their own private affairr, that they feli 
dom trouble their heads about the bufinefr 
of (heir neighbours. If, in the courfe of 
convcrfation, an intimacy of a particular 
Mind is hinted at between people of diflfercirt' 
ftxcs, it' is mentioned accidentally as- a< 
feft of no importance, and without the 
flnalleft, blame or ill-natured reflexion on 
either of the parties. One reafon of this 



may be, that ihcic is fcarce fuch a thing ( I 
am a(rured)as an old maid in his Fniffian 
Majefty's dominiony* 

The moil faihionable walk in Berlin, is > 
' in the middle of one of the principal fl:reets.< 
—Before the'^houfes on each^fide there is a 
caufeway, and between thefe two caufcways 
are fine gravel walks, planted^ with lime* 
trees. — Tents are pitched under thefe, and- 
ice, femonadev and other lefreftiments (ML 
The bands of mafic belonging to the rcgU 
ments prafkife here !n the famroer.— -H^ 
co«ipan]L generally are in the greaotft num^ 
ber in the evemngy and'^ often walk till it is 
Yery late. 

Nunc et campus, et arese,. 
LenefqiJe fub nodlem fufarri, 
Compoflta repetantur hora«^ 

* Beneath the grateful evening iliadcf^ 
The public walks, the public park 
Are aifignations duly made, 
With gentle whifpcrs in the dark* 
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LETTER LXX. 



Berlin* 

IN oTitiNG furprifed iilc more, when J firft 
came to Berlin, than the freedom with which 
the people (poke of the meafures of govern- 
ment, and the condu£i; of the King* I have 
heard political toptcs, and others which I 
fliould have thought ftill more tickliih, dif* 
cuflTed here with as little ceremony as at z 
London cofffce-houfe. The fame freedom 
appears in the bookfellers' (hops, where lite- 
rary produdiions of all kinds are fold openly. 
The pamphlet lately publiflied on the Jivi- 
fion of Poland, wherein the King is very . 
roughly treated, is to be had without diffi- 
culty, as well as other performances, which 
attack fome of the raoft confpicuous charac- 
ters with all the bittcrnefs of fatire. 

A governnaent, fupported by an army of 
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of i8o,oc>o men, may fafcly difregard the 
criticifms of a fe\v fpecuiative politicianst 
and the pen of the (atirift. While his Ma- 
jefty retains the power of difpofing of the 
Jives and properties of his fubje&s as his 
wifdom {hall dire A, he allows them the mod 
perfedl freedom to amufe themfelves with as 
many remarks or jokes op his conduA as 
they pleafe. 

The mind of this monarch is infinitely 
fwpeiior to that goffiping difpofitidn, by 
which the defpicable race of whifperers and 
retailers of fcandal thrive at fome courts. 
Convinced that the fame perfidy which can 
betray a real converfation, may invent a falfe 
one, he Ijftens to no little, malicious tales of 
what has pafled in private companies, or du- 
*Ting the hours of convivial mirth. Any 
perfon who (ho\)ld atten>pt to repeat anec- 
dotes of this kind to him, would be driven 
fjrom his prefence with difgrace. He treats 
with equal contempt all anonymous letters,' 
^d ev^ry kind of injurious* information, 
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when the informer declines appearing openly 
in fupport of his aflertions. 

This great Prince is fo peffe<^Iy devoid of 
tfufpicion and perfoaal feac, that he reffdes at 
Sans-Socci without any guard Whatever, 
An orderly feqeant^ or corporal only, at- 
tends there in the day-time to carry pccaii« 
onalordersto tbegarrifon of Fotfdam, whiiher 
he always return^ in the evenings In thia 
houfe, where, the King fleepscvery nighr, 
there are not above ten or a dozen perfons, 
-the fervants included. When you^rccolleft 
that Sans-Spuci is a folitary manfiOHy about 
half a^ league from Potfdam, where all the 
guards are (hut up, and therefore could be 
of no manner of ufe, in cafe of any attempt 
on the King's perfon during the night ; when 
yoa confider that he, who lies thus defence* 
lefs and^expofed, is a defpotic monarch, who 
governs by the didlatcs of his own will and 
undcrftanding, without. minding the ill hu* 
mour or difcontent of any man, or any fet 
of men, and who, no doubts has many 
inveterate enemies, you muft confefs, that 



Mil tht^fe circumftances argue great nia^;na- 

cDimity. 

Berlin, thoogh not a fortified, is cerutnly 

. af very military -toWQ. ^hen all thefoL- 

xKens of the garrifon are prefent, they amount 

rto 300,00. In their general condttd they 
ve quiet, and the police of the town is pretty 
well r^ulated. Yet there are fome 'kinds 

.<3rf irregularities whi<^ prev^liil tn.^he higheil 
degree/ Public courteians are more nuai&- 

,ri>ttfi here than in any town in .Europe, in 

.proportion .to the nupdber of inhabitants. 
They appear openly at the windows in the 
day-time, beckon to paflengers as they walk 
in the ftreets, and ply lor eipployment in 
any way they pleafe, without difturbance 

ifrom the magiftrate, 

« It feenas to be a received opinion here, 
that the peace and happind* of the com« 
^lamty are not interrupted >by this fpecies 
,of licentioQ&iffs ; or perhaps it is heliered* 
that an attenipt to reftrain it wopld be 
-attended with con&queoces worfe than the 
-thing itfelf. Jberefore noMy » aBpwcd 
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to mokft or abafc thofe who have chofcn 
this for a trade, and as little attention is 
paid^to cuftomcrs, who frequent the cham- 
bers of thofe ladies, as if they ftept iiito any 
Other houfe or (hop, to purchafc any other 
commodity. 

Another fpecies of debauchery is faid to 
prevail in this capital, — ^I imagthe, however, 
that what is related on that naufeous fubje£t 
is greatly exaggerated. 

The better kind of citizens and ma- 
nufeflurers live entirely among thofe of 
their own rank, and without affe^ing the 
manners of the courtiers,' or ftooping to 
the mean debauchery of the commonalty, 
maintain the decency, plainnefs, and honefly 
of the German charafler. 

His Pruffian Majefty has applied his . 
attention to no objeA with fo much zeal,' 
and little fuccefs, as to the cftaWifliing of 
commerce in his dominions. All his eflForts, 
in order to this, have been rendered abortive 
by injudicious taxes, by monopolies, and 
other reftriSiofls* Commerce, like the 

wild 
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friM eommoner^ of the air and the foreftp. 
when conined or ikackkd^ insmfldtaldy. 
dtfo&^ mi dmailts^' or haag darincd# 
like Loye, 



at fight of hamantiesi 



** Spreads, its light wingS|-and in a moment 

** flies;* ■ 



i;, £ T T E R LXXL 



Berlin. 

\ iJSiKvai f&^f Sin Cor the poem sind, 
paanphlfft you fcnt me by,.-— r-. I owfl^ 
I db not think the fiorm^era v.^y ca|Mtal 
perfomattce ; ytet am Hoi (iirprifed at ib€( 
great nm it hasi had. For though it h^dr 
comaiiied fUlI a imaUer prpportiao of wi^t 
it wHild bane: been a good d^al rellftied oa 

VOL* II. H 
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account of the malignity aod perfonal abufe 
with which it abounds. 
. • The Englifli nation have always had a 
great appetite for political writings; but 
thofe who cater for them have of late 
ferved up fach mefles of mere politics, 
as feem at length to have turned their 
fiomachs. A little wit or perfonal fatire 
is now found neceflary to make even a 
news^paper go down. The firft is not always 
at the command of the caterer ; he there- 
fore ufes the other in its place, which 
anfwers his purpofe as well. 

I never had any delight in contemplating 
or expofing the dark fide of human nature'; 
but there are fome ihades fo obvious, that 
you cannot open your eyes without ob- 
fervirtg them; The fatis&Aion that many 
people enjoy in reading libels, wherein 
private charaAers are traduced, is of that 
number. If to be ibufed in pamphlets and 
news-papers is conddered as adverfity, the 
truth of Rochefoucault's maxim is uncon* 
Irovertible :— <lans Tadverfit^de no$meiUeurs 



sxnis, nous troavons toujours quelque chofe 
q^i ne noasdeplait pas^. ' 

Tlie common fcribblcrs of the age have 
tamed to thdr own account this ma- 
Jevolem difpolitton^ whidi they perceive to 
be fo prevalent «mong mem— -Lik^ die 
people who provide bulb and other animafs 
to he baited hy dogs for the amufement of 
the fpedatorsy thefe gentlemen turn out a 
ieur charaflers every week to be mangled and 
torn in the moil cruel mamier in the public 
»ews-paperr. 

• It is the favage tafle of thofe ^ho pay 
for thefe amu(ement»» which keeps them 
in ufe. The writers of fcurrilous books ih 
London often bear no more malice to the 
individuals they abufe^ than the people at 
Paris and Vienna; who provide the 'other 
horrid amafement, bear to the boars, bollf, 
and other animals which they ezpofe ro the 
fury of dogs; 

• As for the fcribblcrs, they feldom have 
any knowledge of the perfons whofc cha- 
rafters they attack. It is far from being 
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impofiiU^, tl^at diQ aothor c£ the ferenr 
verfes you fent tne, lias oo merer ae^* 
fuaihtjutce wijK the lords and g^ndenieii 
againfl w^hom he wrius i9ith.&eh bitterBcfs^ 
liian the ^re9veF who vfo\» tb^ir pooteet-s- 
hahdkerdiiefir. The motixre fiur tho&tricatioiir 
^ the ontt at weU aa the otiier CQmniH>4>t9! 
xnoft prohabl3F was daily breads and iim 
poetafter baa pocftrr^fi fatire to paoegycia^ 
merely becanfe he knew the fir A was noft 
to tb^ ta99 of his cuilomers. 

I remember once to have been in aoer*« 
t?uq book&Her's ih&p^ when a letter wa« 
deliyere4 to him, iQclafing a pafier, which» 
Itftor he had tbrowo hia eyes, biter k, h^ 
prefente4 W imh telling «ie it was i 
^hara^ker qS h.^' Smwws which he in^ 
tended to, infcrt in a' certain .worl;^ theQ> 
publilhing.^rt^r fanty, added, he^ it will d<i 
pretty well; tte author^ li a (harp blade^ 
I afTure you ; — none of my boys carry foch . 
an edge, or ci^t fo deep, as that Itttlfgla-* 
diator. 

I foand this, a moft hitfier iiive^e againft 
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the abdvc^-memiondiiiobleRiaTt, wiMeil Whk 
«Ii Aie iti^tera^ of maKce andperfQml ciU 
imky» for«idirtg hitn a«a prddigy of isnfolrriif^ 
:and accufingf bfoi of eve^jr vllJjiiiioas diCf«- 
iftion and prdpeiiiiiy than ever miiiml the 
jnoft corrupt heart. 

^ ThU> faid I, h t iiit»!h more harmlefs 
^odaSion th«i is intended* Th« ytolcnde 
of this {xsr'ifon will f»rove iti owft antidote. 
'The m^ veracious ftomadi for flander and 
ddlaination wiU not be able to bear fttdia 
dofe» but iMuft r^cSt It With di%uft« Every 
reader of common undeiikandifig will 
ncleariy perceive, that all thia abofe has 
4been didlaifed by malkfe and perfoml re- 
'^fentment* 

Then, replied thebookfcner, etety ttad^ 
'of comiMoA nnderAaniding will clearly ^ef- 
teive what does not ekiit^ for the writer of 
tbsit i[>aper) to my eirtain knowledge, nev^ 
had the fihaUeft ini^rd6\iffc dr cobnedlon 

with Lord S ; never bore him a«y iil- 

Will,, and has not tl^ mod diftant Wiflt to 
injure that noBlc Lord; as a proof of wbichi 
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added he» taking another paper out of his 
drawer, here is a character of the bmc 
nobiemaOy writtea by the fame author, 
which is to appear about a week after the , 
publication of the former, by.w^y of aiv 
fwcr to iu 

This fecoBd paper was a continued eu- 
k^ium on Lord S ■ from beginning to 
end, in which the canJid author, having 
compared him to fome of the greateft and 
mpft celebrated men, and having coUefted 
many of the brighteft jBowers wit^ which 
Plutarch has adorned his worthies, he 
forms them into one large WDcath, which 
he very ferioufly hinds, round the Engliik 
nobleman's brow, concluding with this ohr 
fervation ; That as his Lordfhip refembled 
them in their virtues, (q like them he had 
been diftjnguifhed by the muft virulent 
attacks of envy and nnilice, which was a 
tax that had always been paid for fuperior 
talents. 

Hovv cbn»es my Lord S ■ ■■ ■ , faid I to th/c 
bookreller, xp be feleScd from his hrethreiqt 



of the peerage, and diftingoifhed fo remar- 
kably by the obloquy and the praife of yoar 
ingenious friend? 

Becaufe, replied he, this nob)eman is at 
the head' of an aAive department, and is one 
of thofe vigorous and deciiive charader5f 
vrhich never fail to create a number of ene- 
mies and of friends. His enemies are de- 
lighted to fee him abufed, and it is ezpe^ed, 
that his friends will be charmed to hear him 
praifed ; and between the two, my friend's 
produdions will find a brifk ia/e, and I hopie 
to make a tolerable job of his Lordfhip; 
Which, let me tell you, canno^ be done with 
every man of rank. — ^Lord, Sir ! there are 
fome of them of fuch mawki(h» water^gruel 
chara£kers, as taintereft no mortal. There 

is ..-.., a man of fuch high rank 

and fuch a known name, that I thought 
fomething mi^t hare been made of him: 
-—And fo I employed my little Drawcanilr 
for and againft him, and two very pretty 
pamphlets he produced ; — but j,uft as I was 
going to fend ihem to the prcf$> I happened 



t6 fhew to theitt to a friend of mbtey wlo if 
■df! admkable jadge in thefe matters. — ^niefe 
pamphlets, fays he, arc very wcU wm&e ; bit 
"thcy'nncverpaytbcprintkjg. Theperfonwho 
Ss the fufcjeSt of them is of Aich surold, t^me, 
civil, cautious dtlpofitior>, and has balaticed 
io exa£Uy through tbewhok of bis life, tint 
'he has never obliged or 4ifobrigedany one* 
*He has neither friend nor foe in the wodd : 
'—every body fays, ho is a good enough ibrt , 
of a man ; btit were he to break his neck t#- 
Di^t no' human creature vrould fed either 
forrow or fatisfeAion at the event, and 
a fat/re or panegyric on hie gnsmdmother 
would' be as miicb read as tfaofe written 
'on him. 

In faith. Sir, concluded the Boekfeller, 
i took the hint, and fo the pamphlets never 
appeared. 

Though T was a good deal entertained 
with my friend the Bookfe!1er*9 reafenmg, 
yet I could not help fedtng- indignation at 
the literary bravo, who lived in this in- 
famous manner^ by wouncKng and mar« 



Bering, or at leaft attempting Id tflifrdcr, 
-peop!e*8 reputatrorts* And tbofc arc not en- 
tirely free from blame, tvh&^ dcfefting the 
Vn-her^ take pleaftrrt m the writings. He 
has very poffibly the plea of fieceffiton^ eft- 
camftanccs to urge irt alfeviathm of his 
wtckcdnefs : -^ but the piearfitre they take 
'fceras to proceed from a pure, difintcrefted 
fondnefs of feeing others abufed. Many of 
tliofe who cry fhame an the Hctmioafncfs 
of the prefs, and etch'rth againft the rnjtrif- 
tice ond cruelty of tearing private chiraflefs 

* to picceis irt puWirc papers, have the moft vi- 
rulent of thefe prodtii^ians ferved up every 

• morning as regularfy^ as then- toaft atd but- 
ten If they would fotrgo the pleafure of 
reaifirrjf the ittoR malicious of thofc compA- 
fftions, the cvif they comptain of woxild 
ccafe dircSly; 

But it is ridicuJous, and feems ungrateful, 
for people to afFedl an appearance of ineligna- 
tion againft thofe who provide for them 
one of the greateft enjoyments of their lives. 
To chuckle over fcandal all the forenooa 

■ . B * 
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with every mark of pkafure, and decry it hr 
the evening with aiFedled anger,, is as pre- 
pofterous' as it would be in a j^idge, firft to 
feduceapoor wench tofotnication^andthen 
punifh her for the fin». 

You may poffibly retort upon me, by put^ 
ting me in mind of the admiration I exprefied 
of the ftylc of certain celebrated letters, 
wherein fome eminent diaraflers are dif- 
fefled, and tortured with the (cientific ikill 
of an anatomifty and the refined cruelty of 
an inqaifitor* I anfwer, that I admired the 
wit and genius, but not the difpoGtion dif- 
played in thofe letters. 

Malice, when introduced by genius and 
wit,** is often tolerated on account of the 
iefpe£l due to the introducers ;. but when 
the wrbtch comes alone, oris accompanied 
by dulnefs, which often happens, (he will: 
be expelled with infamy from all good 
company. 



HA2nreBB j» nukKCje* 179 



LETTER XLIV. 



B«ilill. 

JL H £ Pruffian army at -prefent, ac« 
cording to my information, confi&s of 
180,000 men. If twenty, pr- even thirty 
thoufand are dediuSted from this accounty 
on the fuppofition that it is exaggerated, 
ftill the remainder will be very great ; 
and the expence of fuch an eftabliihment, 
in time of peace, feems to many almofl 
incompatible with the King of Pruffia'^ft 
refources. Although the revenues of this 
monarch are much greater than is generally 
imagined, yet the armies he has fapported, 
and continues to fuppbrt ; the palace 
he has built, and other expenGve under* 
takings which he has conopleted, are not 
fuch proofs of the greatnefs of his revenue^ 
as of the prudence \vith which it has beew 
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managed. Many othej^Princcs have greater 
revenues, which, like w^ter fpilt on un- . 
cultivated land, and affifting the growth of 
ufelefs weedsy are diffipated, without tafte 
or magnificence, on the trumpery of a 
cour^ and their dependents. Perhaps it was 
never known what miracles oeconomy and 
affiduity, through all the departments of 
government, could perform, till this mo- 
narch made it apparent. 

In the King of Prnffia*s doniiniohs, there 
are none of thofe pods which enrich in- 
dividuals at the expence of the public ^ 
places fuited to the abilities and the luxury 
of the great, where the falary is large, be- 
caufe the application and talents requifite 
are fmalL If thofe who hold the moil 
lucrative places in this court, can fupport 
a becoming dignity by the emoluments of 
their office, and hy up a very moderate 
provifion for their Htmilies, it is the qtmoft 
they ever expeft.* 

All commodities are highly taxed in the 
FrujQliaii dominions. At 'Berlin^ though 



'money is a great deM fcarcer than at Lon«* 
''don or Paris, a flranger will find very Ihtlc 
' difference in the ordinary expence of living* 
* There are no means by which his revenue 
' can be augmented, which this King has not 
tried. He has taXed even the vanity -of his 
fubjefib, and 'drawn confiderablc fuppUes 
fince the beginning of his reign from that 
plentiful fource; The rage which the Ger- 
mans, above alt men, have for titleSi 
prompts many of the Wealthy citizens to 
purchafethat of fome office about court; 
and although the King employs no perfon 
void of abiiiries, he never fcruples to pcr- 
4Diit thiSr kin4 of trafic. The title, how* 
ever, is literally all that is (old, for with 
jeganl to the real bufinefs of the officii the 
.purcha&r has as Iittie cofine^iion with 
it after the bargain as before* Though 
-his Majefty fcarcely ever confults wiih 
any body, he has mere nominal privy- 
councilors than, any King in Chiiften- 
dom. 

The taxes in general are invariably fixed ^ 
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bat methods are found of drawing contri^ 
buttons from the proprietors of the very- 
great eftates, which do not >affe£t the 
fmaller landlords, or the reft of the fub« 
jefls. The fpirit of the government is 
not favourable to great and independent 
lords. But both the great and the fmall 
landlords are prevented from fqueezlng or 
oppreffing the peafants. As the foldierjr 
are drawn from them, care is taken that 
they (hall not be deprived of the chief 
fource of health and vigour, and there is 
no pearantry in Europe better fed than the 
Pruffian. 

The army is chiefly compofod of pro- 
vincial regiments. The whole Fruflian 
dominions being divided into circtes or 
cantons ; in each of thefc, one or more le- 
giments, in proportion to the fize and po- 
puloufnefs of the divifion, have been ori- 
ginally raifed, and from it the recruits con- 
tinue to be taken ; and each particular 
regiment is always quartered, in the time 
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of peace, near the canton from which its 
recruits are drawiK 

Whatever number of fons a peaiant may^ 
have, they< are all liable to be taken inta. 
the iervice except one^ who is left to affift 
in the management of the £irm. The reft 
wear badges from their childhood, to mark 
that they are dedined to be (bldiers, and 
ready to ferve when the ftate requires them» 
If a peafant has only one fon, he is not 
forced into the fervice^ except he has the 
misfortune to be uncommonly float and 
well-made. The King, however, ende:^- 
irours to fave his own peaiantry , and draw 
as many recruits as be can from other 
countries : — for this puxpofe, there are 
PrufEan officers employed at Hamburgh^ 
Frankfort, and other free towns of Ger- 
many. I have (een them alfo at Neufcha-- 
tel, and at places near French garrifons,. 
attempting to inlift men, and pick upe- 
ferters. The recruks procured in this man- 
ner, remain continually with the regiments 
in which they are placed ; but the native 



*Pruffians have every year e'rght or nine 
months of furlough, Airing tvhich they 
return to their father*' or brothers' houfef^ 
«nd Work at the bufinefe of the farm, or 
gain theh- livelihood in any other way they 
fyleafe. Here is at once an immenfefaving 
In the eJcpence of the army, and a great 
gain to the flate from the labour of fb 
many men. 

From this it appearj* that, the Pruffiari 
army is neither more nor IcTs than a ftand- 
ing militia^ embodied for two or three 
'months every year> attd then difperfed to 
their ufual labours as "farmers* ' 

I think this decides otrr oM cfifipute on 
•tie fubjeft of (landing armies and miHtia* 
' 1 expeft therefore that yotr will, by the 
'tctorn of poft, fairly and candidly ackrto\t- 
"ledge that I was m the right, atid that all . 
*your arguments to prove, that a militlai 
Could not be depended on in the time of 
ftftual fervice, are buift on falfe^ principles, 
bnd that my opinion was juft and well* 
founded* • 



SeTore dofing thrs letter, I wiH iR&roi 
jon x>( a rery lingtfhr iiKident^ the civ« 
cumftances of which I relate, not fo much 
with a defign to illoftrate the cbarader or 
iirntrments *of the valgsrr of this place in 
particular, as to fiimifh you with a curioHi 
f3L& ill the hiflory of hiiman nature m 
general. 

- I went a few days fince with Mr. Fortefcue 
to fee a man executed for the murder of a 
child. — His motives for this horrid deed 
were much more extraordinary than the 
a£lion itfelf : lie had accompanied fome 
of his companions to the boufe of a fellow 
who aflumed the chara£ler of a fortune* 
teller, and having difobliged himi by et- 

' preffing a contempt of Im art, the fellow, 
out of revenge, propbefied, that this maa 

' ftiould die on a fcaffold. -^ This feemed to 
make little iropreffion at the time, but 
afterwards recurred often to this unhappy 
creaturc*s memory, and became every day 
more troubiefome to his imagination. At 
length the idea haunted his mind fo io- 
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ceflantly, that he was rendered perfe^y 
ihiferable, and could no longer endure 
life. 

He would have put himfelf to death with 
his own hand , had he not been deterred 
by the notion, that God Almighty never 
forgave fuicide ; though, upon repentance^ 
he is very ready to pardon every other 
crime. He refolved, therefore, to commit 
murder, that he might be deprived of life 
by the hands of juftice ; and mingling a 
fentiment of benevolence with th^ cruelty 
of his intention, he refle£ted, that tf he 
murdered a grown perfon, he might poffi- 
bly fend a foul to hell. To avoid this» he 
determined to murder a child, who could 
not have committed any fin which de- 
ferved damnation, but dying in innocence, 
would go immediately to Heaven. In 
confequence of thefe ideas, he a£lually 
murdered an in&nt of his mafter*s, for 
whom he had always fhewji an uncommon 
degree of fondnefs. Such was the ftrange 
Account which this infatuated creature gave 



#n his trial ; — - and thus the random pro* 
phecy proved, as in many other cafes, the 
caufe of its own completion* 

He was executed about two miles from 
Berlin. As foon as be afcended the fcaffoM^ 
he took off his coat and waiftcoat; — hit 
ihirt was rolled down below his fhoulders ; 
—-his night-cap was palled over his eyes ;— 
he was placed on his knees, and the exe« 
cuJtioBer, with a fingle ftroke of a broad- 
fword, fevered his head from his body. —It 
was the ArA lime this executioner had per- 
formed: — there were two others of .the 
fame trade on the fcaffold, who exhibited 
an joftance of infenfibility more fhocking 
dian the^exficution,— -While the man*s head 
rolled on the (caSbld, and the arteries of 
the trunk poured out their blood, thofe meni 
with the gayeft air you can imagine, (hook 
their brother by the hand, wifhed him joy,' 
and clapped Um on the back, congratur 
lating him on the dexterous and effectual' 
snanqer in which he bad performed hh 
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LETTER LXXIIL 



Berliil« 

The Dnkc of tt^tnlhon having expr«A 
*d a inclinatJon to vifit the couit of 
Mecklenburg Smelte, J actompaowd htm 
thither foon aftef h« rct«rn from Magde- 
burg and Lcipfic. The. weather being 
fultry, his Grace thought thit tra^rdHmg in 
the night would be moft" agreeable. Wc 
did not fct out therefore till about file cr 
-fcvcn in die evening. The fir ft poft-hoofc 
is four German miles from Berlin ; b|y as 
«great part of the road is tbnough a large 
^ood, and the night became very dark^ 
the poftilions loft their way. In a fk^t 
time we were perfe6lly bewHdercd, attd 
without the fmalleft notion which direc- 
tion we {hoM followi After many itl- 
effe£iaal attempts to find out the path, we 
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thopght it would be niofl: pradeot to uii«.. 
yoke the hqtkif and aUow them to graze 
9smin^ wbiie we flept in the cbaife till day^. 
\^^9k^ This f\m wa$ litfrally followed ;, 
9S foon as the fervants, by the light of tb<f 
pfiqg^f»n, b^d difcovorml fim path^ we 
proQec4c4 by^ Orani«»barg and Seidoeek^ 
t» Rjr^iaihwrg^ wbioh is a i^agiiificent caftU; 
Mongii^ t^ Priocc Henry of Fruflbp 

The g9fdpi>9 her<? are v«ry exten^vo;, 
md temse b«ea highly wproved aad orna« 
ineoied by iliis Prince, who has a good xsSbs^ 
and a magnificent u;tm of mkid. 

When wc arrived et tl>p town of New 
Strelitz, we wi^rfi infoi^ied that Uie couxf 
ivy at Brandenburg. Th&Da^ refidence 
was formerly at Old $trelft» ; but tbt 
palace ttarei witK all the m^gntficeiit fatf 
Rttore and 6fie£U> WM burnt to a(hes aboul 
ftfiy years ago* The Axe having broke out 
in the night time, the ftmily themfelvei 
bad a v£ry narrow efcape» 

A liew p«tace bat been fince built at the 
dift^ncfi of two £pgli& miles fr^m wheiy 
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ttie former ftood, but in a much mort 
agreeable (ituation, being placed on a gentle 
eminence near a fine lake ; and the town 
of New Strelitx has gradually ariien in the 
neighbourhood.' 

After a fhdrt (lay at Strelitz^ we pro- 
ceeded to New Brandenburg^ which is fome 
leagues farther norths and within a fmali 
diftance of the Baltic. We arrived there 
in the morning of the third day after we 
had left Berlin. When the Chamberlain of 
the Court was inftirmed of the Duke of 
Hamilton's arrival^ we received an invitation 
to dinner, and a coach and equipage were 
ordered to attend hi$ Grace. 

The reigning Duke of ^edclenb^ 
Strelitz is unmarried, as ift^Il as the Prin« 
cefs, his fiftcr, who lives conftantly with 
* him. TTjey arc both of a darker com* 
plexion than the Queen of Great Britain, 
and neither of them fo tall; nor have they 
much external refemblance of her Majefly, 
except ' in the afiability of their manner. 
The Duke is beloved by bis (u&je^> on 



account of the humanity and benevolence 
of his difpofition, which feem to be cba- 
rafifccriftic of the whole family. — After din- 
ner there was a concert of mufic, and card- 
playing till fupper. 

The whole country of Meaklenburg was 
for many centuries under the government 
of one Prince. In the year iS9^f on the 
death of the Sovereign, it was divided be- 
tween his two fons. The eldeft retaining 
the Duchy of Mecklenburg Schwerin, which 
is confiderably the largeft fhare ; the younger 
obtained thel)uchy of Mecklenburg Strelitz. 
This laft branch became extmSt in the fear 
1695, and Duke Frederic William, of the 
eldeft branchy laid claim to the inheritance of 
the Duchy of Strelitz. But he was oppofed 
by Adolphus Frederic, bis father's younger 
brother, and the conteft' was fettled by com- 
promife between the parties in 1701. The 
right of primogeniture, and the lineal fuc- 
ceffion were then eftabliibed in both houfds, 
and this finsCf agreement was ratified by the 
Emperor. 
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The country here is not » hsxdy flat,.. 
..as atouDd Berlin; but the (oil becomea. 
.gradually better as you move frpm diat, 
city, and around New BxaDdenbiug it ia^ 
remarkably fertile. Though the foutbem, 
bofdera of this Dodiy are flat, faody« aind 
barr€»» yei aU th^ aqrthem part ia of av 
rich verdure, fiBely tKverfiEed with hiJJat> 
mciadows. Wyooda, and (evtral beautiful lakes*, 
from finir to ten ipiles. in length. Tho> 
cottutry yields pfeoty of cora, hemp, flair^ 
excellfiiit paftuie: for numerous Qodf^ of; 
ibeepi and a good broad of ]iotfe9.*-^N4iMrv 
Brandenbuif h a neol and thriving towjag^ 
very .agre^sldy fitiaatied' The iobabitanj^ 
ca(ry on a confidefsdble trade in hops*, 
which grow, in great abundaiK:e^U around* 
This country, which feema to he happy^ 
in: ittu ponce and other particutsir^ cannot; 
rank among its bkflbigs.th aeigHfaoarhoodt 
of fo great muI warlike a monairdi as th«» 
ipngof Pruffia. lot thercottrfii of the latft 
war, both the MockleDbuiga flk&red. very:: 
' Severely from this circomfiaoce. XheRad. 

fians 



Hsns and Audrians, whd pillaged the middle 
Mark of Brandenburg, did not arcertain- 
wkh nicety where the King of Pruffia's 
donainidns ended, and the Duke of StrcJitz't 
hegBn ; but as often as there was any thing 
valuable to carry away, plundered both 
without diftin£libn. And when that Monarch 
himfelf was driven to extremity, and obliged 
tp ufe every means of recruiting his^ army^ 
the Mecklenburghers were cajoled and fc- 
duced by every art Into the Pruffian fervice; 
aiid when thefe methods feiled, they were, 
as it is faid> taken by force. Even atprefenr, 
whenever the JPruflian recruiting oflicers- 
know of a ftrong weU-lookiiig peafant bq- 
longing to the Dachy of Mecklcmbuig, they 
life every means they can dtvife to (educe, 
him into their mafter'i fervlce.r-C<Hnpbint»4 
are frequently madb of thcfe iwaSiccs to - hiv 
Pruffian Majefty, and redrefi will be ^ven 
when it Ihall plcafe the Lord, i 
The fecond day after ouu atriv»I» wefpent 
^ the forenoon in viewing every thing wortliy - 
of notice ia thetown,^ and dined again at^ 

VOL, lU I 
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coAUt, wbere ihere was a more numerous 
. coiofMijr ttian bad been the lirft day. After 
dinner we accompanied his Highnefs and the 
Fiincefo to an afien4>)y in the town, and le^ 
Hirnbd t^rttp<itU»at court. Inuring fupper 
tfterswoi a- concert of vocal and inftriuxiental 

VllAfic. 

! Havings received €very mark of poUfie: 
attention froiD this Frince, we took leav^ 
of him and the PFt0ce&> and left the town 
early next monting, and reti^rned by Old 
Streinz, which is ilot m foch' fb«>rifliing 
condition, or fviuiatod m fofkie a country » as 
Kew 7)rande»bm^, While Brftiih fohjeaa 
p9rf^thft>iigh this-conntry^ tbcy wdl aatujcaily' 
r^edl witii gratitude and venefatfiott. on the^ 
diarader o£a A-tncefs^ wfiofe vntu^s aw an 
omanv^nt to ^the Britift throne, and whi^ 
amiaMe mamic«s and pccrimt condtt£k haver 
united the affbAiotts of a people divided bf 
party, and irreeoncileable in fentsmciil <te 
^moft every «tfaer fobfeA; 

^ On our recxirn to Berlin, I found a letter' 
fitom I^d M^recfaal, in&risung me, that 
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(he King was, expeded at PotQbtm widiin a 
very few days ; tliat grsat prep^radont were 
xnakiiTg fbr the reception of «he Princefr of 
HefleandtheDwrhefS'ef Wune«becg, who 
were then both a| BerUn, and weve ta pay a 
vidt to i^eKing at S^anS'-Seuci ; that diey 
TTOtrld be accemf ankd by the Pmicdi 
Amelia, the Kin^s unmarviedt fiftnr, and ha 
two fifters-iiv-fawy for att of wbon apar^ 
mentff were preparing at fbc new paleci^ 
where his mtjctif rifb wa« te refide all rhe 
time thiat his'^«flnousg\iefts lho«ld remaiiu 
My Lord added, that the celebrated Le Kam^ 
and a company of French oomodi^ns, wete 
already amved, an^ alfo a company of 

* Italian adors and fingers for the opera ; and 
that both com^panies were to perform at the 

. theatre within the palace; that a great 
concourfe of company was expe^ed at 
l^otCdam on the occaGon ; that moft ^f 
the apartments in the town were already 
"befpoke, and, as he imagtned we (hould 
mdinc to be^thcrc, he had ^engaged loggings 
for ns, ' \ • • 



■« 
The Dake was extremely picafed wi A 
fjtiis obliging behaviour of Lord Marcchal. 
I afterwards Ipoke to Mr. Harris on this 
fubjed, and enquired if he intended to be 
at Potfilam on the occafi&n ? He told me, 
that as the plays, operas, and other enter- 
Ifaintnents, were to be given in the patace^ 
aobody could attend them except thoie 
who had particular invitations ; that neither 
he nor any o£tl|e forejgfx cninifters had bosq, 
or, ai» he underftood, virq'e.to be invited, noF 
dad he heap that any ftrapgets were exuded ;. 
'--'aBd that he imagined lit' would bQ ap^ 
becoming the Duke^of HamijL^on to be at 
l^otfdam at that time, except be,.could wit& 
propriety attend the entertaimnents at Sans- 

His Grace, on hearing this account, de- 
irermiit)ed to remain here ; but fome days 
•after> I received a letter from Count Finken* 
ftein, acquainting me, that he had orders t<r 
invite the Duke of Hamilton and me to at- 
tend the entertainments to be given at Suns- 
Soucj. This afforded us great fatisfadlioa^ 



Ttiot to much ah accoant of the pisblic «meD- 
-tainmentS) as ^becaufe it will give as^ppot- 
tanitiesy which we coald.riot otherwile have, 
of feefinif the fCing ofjPruffia, and probabljr ' 
in an eafier way than at Berlin. As for 
{the ufual amafements and fplendour of 
coam» .hi$. G£iU£ difplays^ moce ooglneis 
about them than one would naturally ima^ 
;giney conlidering the manner in which he 
is received, his:ti]?ie^f Ufe^ .amd hi& perfQu;^ 
vappearauce. 

•— r-Namque ipfa decoram 
^Caefariem nato genttrix, lumenqne juventae . 
j^orpureum, & istos ocdlis ^fflatat honorf $• 

Since our return from Mecklenburg, -we 
have pafled our time aJmoft conftantly with 
Mr. Harris, who accompanied the Duke 
yefterday on his laft vifit to Shoenhaufen-; 
for we &all prdbably not reteurn 'to this 
place from'Potfdam. Mr. Fortefcuerfctout 
;a few days ago for Frankfort on the Maine ^ 
;his cafy -humouf, and -original turn .af 



dHUght; make hk abfefK^e folt with patti by 
ftll iviie kafc tafted dite.^afare of his cen* 
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ILETTER* LXXIV, 



VV J& have been here about a fortnight. 
His Majefty arrived at the new palace of 
Sans-Sottci s^at the fame time that we 
rame to Potfdaiti, The Priaceft Amelia^ 
who is mrihefs of the ceremoni^^ was there 
to receive him. The company I formerly 
mentioned are all la%ed in the palace. 
I will give you a fiiort &etch of what has 
pafTed. 

There has been a tfieatrical entertainment 



tvtry fecond oc thitd day. Uiv Gittce^nd J 
ottenA at Sans-Saoci €fi ikefe days only. 
We dtive Irem Poltiam abooH five in ithe 
evening. The company aflemble in cm^ etf 
the apartments of the palaceobout that time^ 
And walk to the phyh^vak a little before fijci 
The theatre is^ very well contrived for the 
accommodation of a (mM audience. There 
are neither boxes* nor pit; but femicifCiilar 
behches in the front of the ftage. Tbefore« 
moft bench is ispon the floor i the others rife 
^adualiy behind^ that all the fpe£hitors may 
fee equally welL 

A few minutes after die coalpeny are 
placed, the Royal Family arrive* The Prin* 
cefs Amelia is led in by Prince Frederick oC 
^uniwick, and the Printrife «f Hefle by the 
King. The Duchefe of Wurtember^ and 
the other Princefics are led in after : thcy^ 
and the ladies tiheir attendants, fit in the firft 
rows. Tfce Kuig generally feats himfelf id 
the third or feurth. lite piece then ^be* 
pnsy and is tifually.finifhed about nine, after 
Vrhich all the company return tonhe bq^r 
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apartment, where the King retnains con^ 
^erfing id a fiuniliar manner till Tapper 
is ready. He thea retires^ and goes to 
t>e4: at ten, 

Thofe whom the Princefs Amelia orders 
to be invited, (lay to fupper ; and there is ge« 
neralLy a .pretty numerous company.— We 
bave.heen at this repaft three -or four times, 
and ufunlly ge^ to our 4od|lngs at Potfdam 
about midnight. 

Hitherto there liave been no comedies 
tAedy and I underftand there are to be none, 
becaufe Le Kain never a&s in comedy ; and 
for another reafon, which is ^^uivalem to 
a thoufand, *— his Majdty loves tmgedjr 
better. 

Le Kain has already appeared in fome <^ 
his principal charafkers.^^You need^iot doubt 
of his exerting all his powers before fuch an 
audience— -I might have faid^^uch an auditoi:. 
The King Teemed pleafed. with his a<^ng, 
end of confequoice the courtiers, were iR 
raptures, and vied with each other whoihouM 
f»rai(e himnioft* 



' I^HnnSBS IN 9&AKC2/ {j20i 

'The tragedy of Oedipus it his MajcRy't 
favourite piece. This has been reprefentdi 
cwice, and he feemed co enjoy it very 
much ofi both bccafions ; particularly whoa 
Ac'foWowing ipeech againft,pr'a5fts,inras pro- 
oouncei: 



Tandis qaepaTV09 sbios rons poaveztontappreifife, 
^uel besoin que le Clel ici se fasse entendre ? 
Ces Dievx, dont le-ponti£e a promU le seconra, 
Bana leurs lemples. Seigneur^ n'iiabltent pas tonjoart ; 
On ne voit point leur bras si prodigue eu'iiiiraclei^; 
H3e9 antresy' ce8<trepieds^ qui rendentlem oracle*, 
.Ges organes d'akain que no« mains, ont formes, , 
^Topjoars.d'un, souffle pnr.ne sont point animes , 
JSe nous endormons point sur la- foi de lenrs pr^tre^, 
'An. pied' da sanctaaire il est souvent^des tialifes » 
<2at nons asseryissant' sons tui ponvoir aacvd, 
JPont pajrler les.destiiis , les font.iair^ k lenr gr^« 
..Toy^z ,„ ezamiaez , ayec na soin eztr^e , 
Pbiloctite , Phdrbas , et Jocaste «lie-Bi^e. 
^e nons fions qcfd nofis, T0jron»tont par nos yeo^ 
.dCe soikt Ukvi» &^pJed9^:iio8.oi^clc9, .iM>s.Pie«z. 

. ,^nd afterwards, when Jocafta , pours forth 
^another tirade of the fame kind, whichMtici^ 
tfiunates JMTiih .tbefe line^ : 
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dM ^mtw or KXBsrr aao 

Fot Prltr«B iM ftoBt point ce ^Q'lm tsIb pea^ ]^elUe f 
S¥otr« cr^duliU fait toaee leur wience ^ 

I happened-'to fit next to the AbM BaAiani^ 
Md, while the aStrefs ^ofce this, the 
King ftiirted up, coughed, and kiughed^ 
with very fignificant geftures, to the eecle^ 
ilaftic. 

Bttt thoiigb thefe jKifia^eSf and ibtnc 
others, Teem at hrft fight lo be fe^rere 
ag^inft priefts, the tfagetijr of Oedipus, 
upon the whole, does theni great honour* 
For aUtbat is find againft them, turns oat 
to be unjudy and it appears that the orackr, 
which had been treated in fuch fevere terna^ 
was true» and that the bigh>prieft a£ted 
throughout like aan honeA and viriuiKis 
mart, ft fin-prifei me, therefore, fh^ Vot 
taire ihould have taken the plot of his play 
from the Greek iragedjr on this fubjcfl, 
whid) has e^nftrained hins, like Bbii^n» the 
fpn of Barak, to do honour to thofe whom 
"he would have bfeen better pleafed to have 
cuffed. — And the king on his part ^iT 
I may prefiune to fay it) codd not have 



pitchcA upon a trendy Icfs i«pM>pdi| if 
his ttttention was to turn the ckrgf into 
tidictilc. 

I have no obje£lton to this pieee, on m* 
count of the honour done to the clergy ; be* 
Caufe I cannot help forming ao opinion o^ 
men from <ny owd expenetKe : and I have 
knownibviiiany ^aod men cff lliit proicAafi^ 
that 1 (houWl rcfpeA it on their MxtHHit, t%* 
clufive of other tcafofts* 

But I own i have the tnis&rtoAe not to 
fijlow this great nuNiwck, and wb^nj otter 
tefpe6bft>te triticsj ift their admiratton ot 
the tragedy of Oedipus.— Tliefcble, in tdy 
^bor oplniotlt is too horrlhle.^^Tbe.citHSum* 
fiaoee of Oedt^us Itetiig oiamed lo his inO- 
ther, and having children hjr her, Is highly 
dilgufting ; and the • idDa it gives of Provi- 
dence and the condudi of the gods, cannpt 
have a good ctfcd on the mind. Nothii|g 
could be more unjuft* than that Heaven 
Ihouid frnd a plague among the inhabitants 
of Thebes, and pour fuch vengeance qft 
|oor Oedijptis and JocaAa, kx^edauii-^t 



which it knew them to«be inDocent* We 
cannot, help admitting the. jaftice of Oe- 
dipus's reproaches 9gainft. the gods, when 
-he %Sy 

^Le roilk doiic rempli cet oracle execrable , 
'l)ont ma crointe ii prew^ I'eJBTet m^vitable : 
-"Bt fe ttie TX>i8 enfin , par tm m^lasge^reox , 
•laccate, et porricicle , 6t poortant Tertaeii*. 

, Miserable Yerta.y nom ^njrile- et fimeftte , 
tToI par qui fai r^gU des jours gae je d^teate , 
Vi men noir ascendant tit n'as pu r/sister ; 

**ie tdmbaisd^le'pi^e, en roolant P^viter. 

'^Uii Bieii plosibrt qm moi nir'cntrainaityersleevimcr; 
- 8oa# mes pas Eogltifs^il crctuait «a ^bivifi^ 
Et j'^tais / mofgr^ moi , dans-moaaTeaglement, 
^D'nn poiiYoir inconfm I'cschiTe et Fiastrumcnt. 
' ToiU tons tnes f drfaits; je n'en' cottnais point d'antrtv. 
tepitojraUes Dieoz y mes crimes sont les T^tcea^ 

-^Et Tons m'en^pnnissa. .... 

•We mulft fufpdEt, however, that Jocafta 
was mift^en in the opinion (he titters in 
the coAcliiding lines 6f the tragedy : 

Pr^trcs^et vons Th^ains . qui fdies mes sujetft, 
Honorezmon biichery ctsongez a jamais, 
' -Qn'M. milien des horfi^nrs d« destla qui m'opprivie , 
«i'aiPMlV0ii8M'4es4i«i»/^ai m'Mitlbiipedu^rime !. 



7or thofe, who couU force innocent people ^ 
to commit criminal aflions, and then pu- 
nifh thenran that occonnt^ werenot capabk 
of bJafting for any thing. 

J)i' French tragedy and Italian opera are 
reprefented-at this theatre alternately-, the 
King attends the latter as pun£knally as the 
. former, and difpUys in'his countenance that 
extreme fenCbility .to mufic, which forms 
part of his charadler. I imagine this Prince 
would fucceecl better in any thing than in 
iimulation, if he fboufd ever think it worih 
his while to attempt that part of hypocrify-* 

'liis features are fo expreffive 6f his feelings, 
that the firft would he condantly in danj;8r 

- of betraying the others When there is no 

. rep refentation ^a t the . theatre, his Majefty has 

-a private concert in his own .apartment, 
where hehimfelif performi^n the German 

dilute, in which .inftrument he has attained 
thehigheft degree of excellence.-^To.thcfc 

-:concert$ no ftranger is admitted. 
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LETTER LXXV. 

W HEN > we firft arrived here, tber« 
Was nothing I was fo eager to fee as 
the Pruffian troops at their exercife; but" 
the reviews at Berlin have completely (a* 
tiated my curiofity. And though the gar* 
dens of the palace are jud oppoGte to the 
windows of our inn, I hardly ever go to 
look at the -guards, who are paraded there 
every forenoon.*— A few days ago, hoW^ 
ever, I happened to take a very early walk 
about a mile out of town^ and feeing fome 
lokliers under arms, in a field at a fmali 
diilance from the road* I went toward^ 
them. An officer on horfeback, whom I 
tyok to be the Major, for he gave the 
Word of command, was uncommonly ac-, 
tivc, and often rode among the ranks to 
reprimand, or inftrudi, the coihmon men< 
When I came nearer, I was much furprifei) 



(b find that this was ihe King himklC 
He had his fword drawn^ and continued to 
exercife the corps for an hour lifter. He 
txsade them wheels marcb^ form the fi^tiare, 
and fire by divi(ions» and ia platdons, ob- 
fervtng ail their motions with infinite ath 
tention ; and, on account of fomci blunder^ 
4>ut two officers t>f the Prince of Pruffia^s 
regiment in arreft.-«*lD Aon, be iecmed to 
exert faimfeif with all the fpirit of a young 
officer, eager to attmA the notice of hi» 
general by uncommon aiertncft. 

I exprefled my fur^rife to an officer pre- 
fent, that the King was not willing to take 
fome repoTe, partfcolarly from tb«t kind of 
employment «rf whidh he had had h ireiy 
much of late^ -and that be could take b 
much pains with a m^re handful of JBen, 
immediately after he had cotne from exexm 
•cifing whole armies, . 

This gentleman told me, that, on tfato 
particular day, the King had been trying 
fome new evolutions ; but though this had 
mt been the cafe, he might very poffibTy 
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Slave been in the field :«-4br his maxmi 
%va$, that his troops fhoukl difplay as 
^fnuch bri&neft on a corttmon £etd-day as 
if they were *to eng«^c in' battle ; and 
therefore it was never ^kn«wn when he ia- 
•tended to be prefent, or when not ^— that 
^s for repofe, 4ie took it 4>etW£en ten at 
^night and fduif iti the mormng, and his 
•either hours were all devoted to a&ion, 
icitter of body or mind, ^or both ; and that 
<he exercife he had ju(l taken, was probably' 
by way of relaxation after three hours pre- 
vious labour in his cabinet. • 

The more -4 fee and hear of fliis extraor- 
dinary man, ihe nK>re am I aftoniflied. He 
'reconciles qualities which I ufed to think 
incompatible^ lonoe v^as of-opinion, that 
.the mind, which :<ftoops to very fmall ob- 
-jcSts, is incapable of embracing great ones ; 
—I am novv convinced, that he is' an cx- 
*ccption ; for white few olgcfts are too great 
"^for his gernus, none feem too fmall for his 
'Attention. 
^I ooce thought 4hat. a . man jof mudi ^^i^ 



^■vacity was not capable of dUering into the 
detail of buiine(s.>— I now fee that he, Vrho 
•is certainly a man of wit, can continue 
'methodically the neceflary routine of buil- 
f)efs» with the patience and perfeverance of 
the greateft dunce that ever drudged in a 
compting-houfe. 

Since my laft, we have feen the Italians 
2>erform.; but neither the pls^s nor the 
operas^ nor any part of the entertainmentt^ ' 
intereft me half fo much, or could draw 
>me fo afliduouily to Sans-Souci, as the op- 
IKirtunity this attendance gives of feeing 
the King. Other monarchs acquire im- 
portance from their ftatien ; this Prince, 
^ives impostance to his. Xhe traveller 
in other countries has a wifli to fee the 
Xing, becaufe he admires the kingdom : — * 
here the objeA of curioiity is revcrfed :— 
^^nd let us fuppore the palaces, and the 
towns, and^ the country, and the army of 
Pruilia ever fo fine, yet your. cbief intereft 
in them will arife from their belonging to 
iFrederic the Second j — ^the man, who(, 



iimboixt an fllBy %ut Britain, icprfletf the 
ttnited force of A^iftria, fraace> Rufta^ and 
Sweden. 

Cocmt Neffelrode, taiktfig wiih fne on 
ttiis fafajeft, had an exprefiiofi equal'ly 
livdy and jnft : C'cft dans Tadvctfit^ qn'a 
grille, lorfqu'il eft bien co«ii>rinri il a uiji 
Teffort irr^fiftibte. 

The evening of the day on which I had 
fcen the King in the field, I was at San^ 
Souci ; for I wilh to negleA no opportunity 
of being prefent where this monarch is. I 
like to ftand neat him, to hear hkn fpeak, 
and to obfcrve his movements, attitudes, 
Und moft indifferent aftions. He always 
behaves with particular affability to the , 
Duke of Hamilton. One evening, before 
the play began, his Grace and I were 
Handing accidentally with Count Finken- 
tlcin, in a room adjoining to the great 
apartment where the company were. The 
King entered alone, when he was not cx- 
pe<fted, and immediately began a conver-> 
fatioa with the Duke. 



He aflftod fevfcraliqueftioM r^aitiig io thr 
Brittfli CDnftk\)tfieR ; patttculAfly «t -mhait 
age a peer could take bh feat Im f atKt^ 
Boent?-- When tbc ^sfce replied, At 
twenty-one — k is evident frem that, faid the 
£ing, that the Engiiib Patriciana «rquipe 
tbc Dfcceffitry talents tfbr logiflation mu^^ 
foDner than thofe of ancient Roine^ whd 
weve not admitted into the Senate ciU the 
ageofferty. 

He then €ncpiijped about the ftateof Lord 
Chatham's health, and exprefled h'^ 
efteem for the chara^r of t^ at minider j-» 
«He aiked nae, if I had received letters hy 
the hrfl pod, and if they mentioned aoy 
dftitig of the affairs, in America? He laidt 
there were accounts from Hoibnd^ that 
the Engliffa troops had been driven from 
Bofton, and that the Americans were in. 

poQcfilon of that place , I told him, our 

Ictteri informed us, that the array had 
i4ift Bdfton to mAz an attack with moie 
tS&8t clfewhere. ' 

He fmilcd, and faid — If you wUl not 



allow the retreat to iiave been an afian- of 
4ieceifity, you will at leaft /admit, that U 
Vfzs tout'd-^ait a-propas. 

He faid he heard that feme Britjfli of- 
ficers had gone into the American feFvice^ 
and mentioned Colonel Lee, ^hom he 
iud feen at his Court. He obfetved, that 
4t was a difficult ^ing to govern men by 
force at fach adfftance; that if the Ame- 
ricans fhoald be beat ( which appeared a 
little problematical), ft ill itwouM be nextto 
^mpolEble to oontrnue to draw from them. 
^ revenue by taxation; that if we intended 
conciliation with America, fome of our* 
meafures were too rough ; and if we in^* 
tended its fubje&ion, they were ^oo gentle* 
He concluded by faying, Ef^n, MeJ^eurs, 
je ne comprends pas ces ehofes-ld ; je nai 
point de colGfiie : -^j^espire ^e veus vous ttre^ 
rez bien d'affaires- mais elle fne par oh un peu 
ipineufe. ^ Having Xaid this, .he walked 
into the Princefs's apartment, to lead her to 
'the playhoufe, while we" joined the com^- 
jpany^ already affembled there.-f-The.tragj?dy 



of Mahomet was performed, which, in my 
opinion, is the fineft of all Voltaire's dra-' 
matic pieces^ and that in which Le KaiA 
appears to the greateft advantage^ 
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Fotodanr*^ 

Jt ou exprcfs fiich an earneft de(ire to 
be made acq.uajnted with eyery (hing 
which regards the King of PrufSa, that I 
am in danger of lengthening my defcrip* 
tions with a tedious minutehefs. Yet I 
will rifk ity rather than give you reafon to 
complain thai I^ have not gratified your 
curiofity, as .fully ,as. is in my power. 

, Dfp jjxot imagine, however, that I pre- 
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fame to draw a complete portrait of this 
monarch. That Ruift be the wodc of much 
abler patnters, who have feen him in a 
more familiar manner, and whofe colours 
can give an expreffion worthy of the ori- 
ginal. I ihali only attempt to give a 
faithful (ketch of fuch features as I was 
able to feixe during the ttanfient views I 
myfelf had, or which I have learnt from 
thofe who have pafled with him many of 
the hours which he dedicates to free coaver- 
(ationSi . and the pleafiire^ of the table. 

The King of Prufiia is below the middle 
fize, well made» and remarkably ^SHvc 
for his time of life. He has become hardj^ 
by exercife and a laborious liife ; for his 
eonftitotion originally feems to have been 
none of ih^ ftrongeft. His look announces 
fpirit and p^etratien. He has fine bhie 
eyes ; and, in my opinion, his countenance 
upon the whole is agreeable. Some who 
have feen htm anre of a diflerent opinion. 
All who judge from his portraits only, mtrft 
be fo ; for although I bare feen many 
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which have a Iktle refemblance of him, 
and fotne which hsve a great deal, yet 
none of them do hia> juAice. His feature^ 
acquire a wo/iderfui degree of animation 
while he canveifea. •— Tbi& is entireiy loft 
upon caavas* 

He ftoops confiderably» and indinesJVit 
head almofiL conftantly to one fide. 

His tone of voice is the cleared and inoft 
agreeable in converfation I ever keard. 

He (peaks a great deal ; jet thofe who 
hear him, regret that he does not fpeak a 
great deaV mere. . His obfervations are al- 
ways hvdy, very often juft, and few men 
pofieCs the talent of repartee in greater 
per&£Uon» 

He hardly ever fariea his drefs, which 
confiib of a blue coat» lined and heed with 
red, and a yellow waiftcoat and breeches* 
Hq, always wears boots, with hofiar tops, 
which £dl in wrinkles about his ancles, 
and are oftener of a dark brown than a 
black colour. 

His h»t woffkl. be thought oxtravagantljf 
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farge in England^ though it is of the fize 
commonly ufed by the. Pi-QiEan ofBcers of 
cavalry. He generally wears one of the 
large fide corners over his forehead and 
eyesy and the front cock at one fide. . 

He wears his hair cued behind, and 
drefled with a fingle buckle on each fide. 
From their being very^ cgrelefly put up 
and unequally powdered, we may natu« 
-rally ; concludie, that the frifeur has been 
greatly hurried in the execution of his 
o£5ce. ' 

He ufes a very large gold fnufF-box, the 
lid ornamented with diamonds^ and takes 
an inunoderate quantity of Spanifii fnuff^ 
the marks of which very often appear oti 
his waiflcoat and breeches. Thefe are alCo 
fiable to be foiled by the paws of two or 
three Italian greyhounds, which he often 
carefles. ♦ 

He drefTes as fbon as he gets tip m the 
morning. This takes op but a few ml" 
nutcs, and ferves for the whole ^ay. — Yoa 
have often heard that the JKing of Pruffia's 

hours 



hoars from four or five in the morning, 
till ten at night, are all dedicated methodi- 
cally to particular occupations, either of 
buCnefs or amufemcrit. This is certainly 
trae ; and the arrangement has not fuf- 
tained fuch an interruption for many years, 
as fince the prefent company came to 
Potfdam. 

Some who pretend to more than comitioit 
penetration aflert, that at prefent they can 
perceive marks of oneaCnefs in his counte- 
nance, and feem convinced, that there will 
not be fuch'anoth^r company at Sam-Souci 
during this reign. 

A^l bufmcfs with the King is tranfafted 
by letters. Every petition' or propofal muft 
be made in this form, which is adhered to fo 
invariably, as I have been affured, thai if 
any of his Generals wifhsd to promote a c^. 
det to the rank of an enfign, he would not 
venture to make his propofal in any other 
manner, even though he had dally oppor- 
tunities of conv^eriiftg with his Majefty. 
. The mcaneft of his fuib]cas.jiiay apply t# 
roL, II. K 
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him in writmgi and are fure of an anfwer, . 
His firft bufmefs every morning is the 
perufing ihc papers addrefled to him. A 
iingle word wrote with his pencil in the 
margin, indicates the anfwer to be given, 
which is afterwards made out in form by 
his fepretarics. — This method afFords the 
King time to deliberate on the juftice andi 
propriety of every demand, and prevents the 
poffibility of his being furprifed into a 
promifc, which it might be ;incoAyenient. 
to perform* 

He fits down to dinner precifely at noon. 
Of late he allows more time to this repafl 
than formerly. It is generally after three 
before he leavei the company. Eight or 
nine of his ofiicers^ are commonly invited ta 
dine with him. Since our coming to Potf^ 
dam, Count Neffelrode, and the Abbe Ba- 
ftiani, two men of letters, were the only 
company^ befides the officers, who dined 
with the King, while he lived in his ufuai 
way at the Old Palace of Sans-Souci; and. 
tbofe two were tbea of bis party almoft 
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crery day. Jha Count has now left this 
Court; the AbW has an apartiMnt in the^ 
Paiace. He is an, Italian by birth, a man of 
wit, and an- excfellent companion. 

At tabic, the King likes that every per- 
foi, fliould appear to be on a footing; ami 
that the C(^yerfi,tion fliould be carried oa 
with pei^ f«edoau The thing, bv the 
way, is impoffible. That confidemial un, 
reflnuned flowr of the heart, which takes place 
m a fociety of equals, is a pleafure which a. 
defpotic Prince can never tafte. However 
h.s M^&j dcfires that.it may be fo, anJ 
they make the beft of it they can. 

At oneof thefe meetings, when the Kina 
v^ m a gay hnrnoiur, he faid ta Baftiani,-! 
When you fluU obtain the tiara, which your 
exemplary piety muft one day procure you. 
how will yon recfei*^ „, ^^cn I arrive at 
Jlome to pa, „y duty to your Holinef, ?_ 
Iw.ll .mrnediatdy give order., replied the 
Abb^.w.,fa great readioe(s.^«.«,/,^,,,. 
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• Nobody fays more lively things in con- 
▼erfation than the King himfelf. Many of 
his bon mots are repeated here. I ihall only 
mention one, which is at once an inflance 
of his wity and greatne(s of mind, in rende- 
ring jttfticc to the merit of a man who has. 
caufed him more venation than perhaps any 
other perfon alive. — When ' tK^^P^ing of 
Pruffia had a perfonal meeting fome years 
fince with the Emperor, they always dined 
together, a certain number of their principal 
officers being with them* One day, General 
Laudohn was going to place Jiinifelf at the 
bottom of the table, wheti the King, who 
was at the head, called to him, Fmaiii je vous 
en pruj Mw^imr Laudohn^ placez vous ku 
y'ainun^mnum tnimx vms avur de^imn cdU 

Though all the cordiality of frieRdfbip^' . 
and the full charms of unrefisrved fociety^ 
cannot exift .where the fortune of every 
other individual depends on the will of one 
of the company ; yet the King endeavotars 
to put every one as much at his eafe as 



the nature of the cafe will admit, and I 
have heard of his bearing fomc very fevere 
retorts with perfedi'good hun»our. He has 
too much wit himfeif, and is too fond of 
it in others,- to repel its attacks with any 
other weapons than thofe which it fur- 
ni(hes. None but the mod abfurd of dance> 
could attempt to rally, without being able 
to allow of raillery; and only the meaneft 
of fouls would think of revenging the liber- 
ties taken with a companion by the powef 
of a King. 

A very ftriking inftance of the ftcedonj 
which maybe ufed with him occurred a little 
before the late reviews, and what makes it 
more remarkable, it happened, not during 
the gaiety of the table, but on the very fcehe 
of mttitary (Iridtnefs. 

Two regiments were in the field. That 
of General — -r- was one of them. This 
officer is fond of <:ompany, and pafles more 
of his time in the fociety of ftrangers, and 
with the foreign miniftcrs, than mod others 
in.thc Pruffian fcrvicc. — Something, it is 
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probable, had chagrined the King that mor* 
Jiing. While the regiment advanced in a 
line, he faid to the Genera], who Aood near 
him, Votrc regiment n'eft pas align^, Mon« 
fieur, — - et cc n'eft pas furprenant, vous 
jouez tant aux cartes. The General called 
«ut inftantly with a loud voice to the regt« 
snent, Alte 1 and they immediately fiopped : 
then, turning to the King, he faid, II n'eft 
pas queftion, Sire, de nies cartes — Mais, 
ayez la bonte de regarder fi ce regiment n'eft 
pas. aligne. — The regiment was in a very 
Uraight line, and the King moved away 
irvithoat peaking, and feemingly diTpleafedy 
not with the Grenera), but with himfelf.— 
This manly officer never had reafon after- 
«v>ards to believe that the King liad taken hi$ 
freedom ami fs. 

I have already &id, that it is abfolulely 
impoffible for any tnan to enjoy an office 
* in the King of Pruffia's fcrvice withotit 
performing the duty of it. He is himfelf 
aftive and affiduous, and he makes it a 
point that all his minifters and fervants 



ffliall be To too. But to thofe who knoYV 
their bufincTs, and peiform it cxadly, be 
is an eafy and eqaitabie inafter. 

A gentleman, who has been many years 
about his perfon, and is now one of his 
aid- de-camps, afiured me of this : -«- Tlie 
King underfiands what ought to be done : 
and his Servants are never expofed to the 
ridiculous or contradiAory orders of igno- 
rance, or the mortifications of caprice. 

His fevourites, of whatever kind, never 
were able to acquire influence 4>vfr him in 
any thing, regarding bufinefs* Nobody 
ever knew better how to difcriminate the 
merit -of thofe who ferve him in the im- 
portant departments of ftate, from theirs 
who contribute to his amufement. A man 
who performs the duty of. his office with 
alertnefs and fidelity^ has nothing to appre- 
hend from the King's being fond of the 
company and converfatton of his enemy. 
Let the one be regaled at the King^s table 
every day, while the. other never receives 
a fingle invitation ; yet the real mctit of 
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hcih is known :^-^and if his adverfarjr fboalcl 
ever try to turn the King's favour to the 
purpofes of private hatreci or malice^ the 
attempt will be repelled with difdain, and 
the evil he intended to another^ will fall 
•n bimrelf* 



LETTER LXXVII. 



o„ 



Potsdam. 



the days when there is no public 
court at Sans-Soucir, we generally dine 
.with Lord Marechai, who is always happy 
to fee the Duke of Hamilton^ and is of 
great fervice to all Britifli fubjcias while 
they remain here or at Berlin. Exclufive 
of other reafons he may have for efteeming 
the Dukci his Lordfhip evidently difplays 



a kind of partiality for h\s Grace, as the 
firft man lin. point of rank belonging to his 
country. This appears in a thoufand in> 
fiances; for. with very liberal' fentiments, 
and a moft benevolent heart, this venerable 
nobleman ftill retaijos a few Caledonian 
prejudices. 

He a{ked one day of the Duke, If he 
reckoned himfelf a Scotch qian ? Moft cer- 
tainly I do, replied his Grace. By (b 
doingi you lie under a miftake, faid my 
Lord ; for I can aflure you, and I am con- 
vinced the beil lawyers in England will 
do the fame, that*you have a lYiuchjufler 
claim to all the privileges belonging to 
your Engliih title of Brandon, though fomc 
of them,-- I"fear, are ftill difputcd. 

It is to be hoped, faid the Duke, that 
the Houfe of Peers will not always refufe 
to do my family juftice ; on a thorough 
examination of the cafe, I ftill flatter my- 
felf they will grant me thofe privileges, 
which have been, for no valid reafons, 
refufed my anceftors. But in the mean 
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timcy why will your Lordihip, more crael 
than the Peers, deny my birth-right as a 
Scotchman .' ^ 

Becaufe your birth gives yoa na fach 
fight, replied the Earl; for you in reality 
are but a North-Britian :— ^nlefs your Grace 
can prove that you were born befone 
the Union. But, continued be, with an 
air of triumph, I am a real Scotchman : 
' ■' ■■ ■* adding a little after, with 



a figh, and in a plaintive accent — '-^ 

and atmofl the only one in the world ' 
All the Scots of my acquaintance are now 
dead. 

The good old Earl is infinitely fond of 
tallung of his country, and of the days of 
former years. When I make any enquiry 
about the King of Pruffia, or concerning 
Spain or Italy, in which country he re* 
fided fo long, he anfwers with a kind of 
copiplaifant brevity, and immediately turns 
the d^courfe back to Scotland, to which 
his heart fcems wonderfully attached. 

In the time of dinner, one of his fer- 



vants, a (lout highlandcr, generally enter- 
tains the company by playing on the bag- 
pipe. I have ob(ervedy that thofe North 
Britons (to abide by Lord MarechaPi dif- 
tinftion ) who are the mod zealous for 
the intereft and honour of their country, 
and who value themfelves on being born 
north of the Tweed, are particularly, if 
not excluhvely, fond of this tnfhument* 
You will, at lead, allow that your gallant 
friend, Lord Eglintoap, is no exception to 
this obfervation ; and perhaps you will ad- 
mit, that it requires a confideraMe degree 
of patriotifm, or amor CaledmuPj to hav€ 
a great relifh for the melody of a bag- 
pipe. 

I called on Lord MarechaJ one aftcN 
tioon, juft as the King had left him : for 
the monarch, without any form or pre- 
vious notice, fometimes walks through the 
garden, and pays a fliort vifit to his old 
friend, to whom he has an unalterable 
attachment, both from pcrfonal regard, 
and on account of the high eftimation in ^ 
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vrliich he holds the memory of his brother 
Marechal Keith. 

Another day I was with the Earl, when 
the PrinceEes of Fruflia and Hefle, with 
Prince Frederic of BrunfwiCy all entered 
and demanded coffee^ which my Lord 
immediately ordered, with the addition of 
a coaple of melons ; telling the Princefiesi 
he knew they« would not ftay long enough 
with a man of eighty, to give time for pre- 
paring a better repaft, — ^hus favoured by 
the monarch and the Princes, you will not 
doubt that the old Earl's frlendfhip is cul* 
tivated by the reft of the court. 

The hereditary Prince of Pruffia lives in 
a fmall houfe in the town of Potfdam. His 
appointments do not admit of that degree of 
magnificence, which might be expeded in 
the Heir of the Crowar-r- but he difplays a 
fpirit of hofpitaltty far more obliging than 
magnificence ; and doubly meritorious, con- 
fidering the very modferale revenue allowed 
him* We generally fup there two or three 
times a week. 
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This Prince is not. often of the King's 
parties, nor is it imagined that he -enjoys 
a great fliare of his uncle*s favour. In 
what degree he poflefles the talents of a 
general is not known, as he was too young 
to have any command during the late 
war. But he certainly has a very juft 
underflanding) which has been improved 
by fludy* He has taken feme pains to 
acquire the £ngli(h laiaguage, to which hp 
was induced by an admiration of fever^ 
Englifh authors, whofe works he had read in 
French and German. He is now alile to 
read Engii/h profe with tolerable facility^ 
and has been of late fludying Shakefpear, 
having a^ually read two or three of his 
plays. 

I took the liberty . to obferve, that a$ 
Shakefpear's genius' had traced every Is^. 
byrinth, and penetrated into every recefs of 
the human heart, his fen timents could npt 
fail to pleafe his Royal Highnefs ; but, 
as his language was uncommonly bold and 
figurative, and full of allulions tp national 



sSo. rtMW OF SOCIETY AN0 

cuftoms, and the manners of our ifland 
two centuries ago, the Englifli themfelves, 
vrho had not aiade a particular fludy of his 
works, did not always comprehend their 
full energy. I added, that to transfufe the 
foul of Shakefpear into a tranflaiion, was 
impoffible ; and to tafte all his beauties in 
the original, required fiich a knowledge of the 
Englifh manners and language as few fo- 
reigners, even after a long refidence in the 
capital, could attain. 

The Prince faid, he was aware of all 
this ; yet he was determined to ftrnggle, 
hard for fomc acquaintance with an author 
fo much admired by the EngUfh nation ; 
that though he ihould never be able to tafte 
alj his excellencies, he was convinced he 
fliould underfiand enough to recompenfe 
him for his trouble ; that he had already 
ftudied fomc detached parts, which he thought 
fuperior to any thing he had ever met with 
in the works of any other Poet, ' ^ 

His Royal Highnefs attends to military 
bufinefi with as much affiduitv as moft 
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officers of the fame rank in the arn^ ; for 
in the Fruffian fervice, . no degree of emi- 
nence in the article of birth can excufe a 
remiffion in the duties of that profeflion; 
He is much edeemed by the army, and 
confidered as an exceeding good officer. 
To the frankncfs of a foldicr he joint the 
integrity of a German, and is beloved by 
the public in general, on account of his 
good-nature, affability, and humane turn 
of mind. 
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Jl am afraid you will think. the anecdotes 
and converfation which I fometimes fend 
you are rather tedious. Your curiofity about 
certain charadlers has led me into this prac- 



tice ; for I choofe to give you opportunities 
of forming an opinion of your own, rather 
than to trouble you w^ith mine. My opinion 
might very probable be .erroneous ; the ac- 
counts I give of what I have feen or heard 
are always true. And, notwithftanding that 
the a£iions and (fonverfations I relate. may 
be apparently of fmall importance, ftill, as 
the perfons in feme meafure defcribe them- 
selves, an undefftanding like yours will be 
able from thence to draw jufter ideas of 
charafter than I could have given. 

In a formpr letter I mentioned the great 
difficulty of deferting from a Pruffian gar- 
rifon, and of what importance it is thought 
to prevent it. An accident which happened 
a few days fince, will give you a ftronger 
idea of this than any general account. 

Two foldiers of the Prince of Pruffia's 
regiment got over the walls in the night- 
time, with an intention to defert ; but, un- 
luckily for them, this town ftands on a 
peninfula formed by the river, and the 
neck of land is guarded in fach a manner 



tliat it is almoft impoffiblc to pafc that way 
without per miffion. Thcfe men could not 
fwim, and they durft not prefcnt them- 
felves at any of the ferries, becaufe the 
boatmen are forbid, under the fcvercft 
penalties, to connive at the efcape of any 
deferters, and ftri(^ly ordered to affift in 
apprehending them. A reward is alfo 
offered, as a greater inducement to this 
piece of fervice. 

All thefe circumftances being knowti in 
the garrifon, it was imagined that, as none 
of the peaCants wouid in all probability ven- 
ture to harbour them, they were flill fku Ik- 
ing in the fields, among the (landing corn. 
On^ this fuppodtion, parties of men were 
employed for three days fucceffiveJy in tra- 
▼erfmg the fields^ and beating the bufhes, 
as if they had been in chafe of a hare. Great 
numbers of the officers of this regiment, 
fome of the higheft rank, rode about for 
three or four hours every day, all employed 
in the fame manner. But not finding the 
men, they .were at laft convinced that they 
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had by fome means or oxhtr got oat of the 
periinfulay and all further fearch was given 
up as unneceOVry. 

Oh the morning of the fourth day, thefe 
two unfortunate men came and furrcndered 
to the guard at one of the gates. Finding 
it impraaicable to eflfcfl their efcape,^nd 
not daring to enter a houfe, they were at 
lenth compelled, by hunger and fatigue, to 
deliver themfelves up. 
* Beford I clofe this letter, I will give you 
an account of an adventure of an aflfefting 
nature, which happened in the King's fa- 
mily, at the time when all thefe refearchcs 
were made for the two deferters. 

The King's principal valet-de-chambrc 
was a man confiderably refpefted. Having 
cohftant opportunities of being about the 
Kings perfon, and having enjoyed his, ap- 
probation for feveral years, people of the 
firft rank paid him fome degree of atten- 
tion. He was liked by his acquaintances, 
as I have been told, on account of his per- 
fonal qualities, and had accunaulated a little 



fortune by the perquidtes of his office. He 
had built a houfe near that of my Lord 
Marechal, and kept a coach for the ufe of 
his ml&refs. 

It was this man's misfortune to diibblige 
the King, probably by fome neglect of duty ; 
or it might pofiibly be fomething worfc : — * 
I never could hear CTtaflly how this had hap* 
pened : — But while the Princefles were at 
the new Palace, the King had blamed him^ 
in very (harp terms ; and n6t being fatisfied 
with the excufes the man made, he toid hrm, 
^hat as foon as the company was gone, he 
ihould be taken care of. 
. When the Princeffes went to Berlin, his 
Majefty returned to his old palace at Sans- 
Souci; and the day after, he fent for an of- 
ficer of/rhis guards, and ordered him to con- N 
du£l this man to Potfdam, and place him in 
the quality of a drummer in the firft regi- 
ment of foot-guards . 

The poor man endeavoured to pacify his 
mafter by prayers ^nd entreaties, but without 
fuccefs. — He then faid to the officer, that 



a56 TDEW OF 80CUSTT 13^ 

there were fomc things in his room which 
he wifhed to put in order before he wcnr» 
and defired that he might be allowed a little 
time for that purpofe. The officer readily 
afiented, and as foon as this defperate man 
bad entered his own apartment^ he feized a 
piftol, which he had prepared from the time" 
the King had threatened him, and imme- 
diately fliot himfclf through the head. _The 
report of the piftol alarmed the King and 
the officer. — ^Thcy both went into the room, 
and found the poor creature expiring. 

Though the King certainly had no idea 
that his valet would ihoot him(elf ; and 
though it is moft probable, he would not 
have allowed him to remain long in the 
fituation to which, in a fit of refentment, he 
had condemned him ; — yet there is fome- 
thing exceedingly harfli in dafhing a man at 
once from a fituation of eafe and refpeft, 
into a fpherc of life fa very different.— Such 
an order was more becoming the fiiry of an 
intemperate defpot, than the digntty of lb 



great and fo wife a monarch as the King of 
Praffia, . 

I converfed with a perfon who had been 
at Sans-Souci immediately after this melan-i^ 
choly event.— He faid the King feemed to 
be very much afFe^ed. — If he felt it as he 
Oughti he was an oh\e6t of compaflion ^if he 
did not, he was, ftill more fo, for nothing 
can be a greater misfortune to a man than to 
want humanity. 
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Dreadea. 

X Believe I negleAed to mention in any of 
my letters from Berlin, that when I viiited 
the mannhuRofj of porcelain^ I was (o much 
ftruck with the beauty of fome of it, that I 



a59 VIEW OF SOCIETY JkUp 

ordered a fmall box. for you. But as I take 
it to be a matter of indifference, whether 
you fip your tea out of the china you h^ve 
already, or this, you may fend it as a prefent 
to the female you love and efteem mod* 
If by this dire£lion^ it ihpuld not go ftratght 
from you to Mifs— — , pray let me knowi 
to whom yoa fend it. The fa&or at Ham«» 
burgh will give you notice when he ihip& 
it off. 

I did not imagine that this manufa(5tory 
had arrived at fuch a degree of perfedion as 
it has in feveral places in Germany, particu«>^ 
larly at Brunfwlck and Berlin. The parcel 
I have ordered for you, is thought equal to 
the fineft made at Drefden. 

The day we left Potfdam we dided with, 
good Lord Marechal, who took leave of 
the Duke with an emotion which at once 
marked his regard for his Grace, and his 
fears that be fhould never fee him again. 

If I were ftrongly in a bumoor for defcrip^ 
tion, our journey through the mcAbeauti-* 
ful and moft fertile part of Germany would 
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afibrd me a fair opportunity, I not only? 
could ring over the whole chimes of woods, 
meadows, rivers, and mountains, rich crops 
of grain, Aax, tobacco, and hops ; I might 
animate the landfcapes with a copious breed' 
of horfes, black cattle, iheep, wild boars, 
jind venifon, and vary the defcription with 
the marble, precious flones, and mines of 
lead, copper, iron, and filver, which Saxony 
contains within its bowels. I might expa- 
tiate on the fine china ware, and fine wb-' 
men, that abound in this country, formed 
of the fineft clay in Germany, et tres-joli- 
roent travaillpes ; — but I am tong fincc 
tired of defcription, and therefore beg leave 
to convey you at once from PotOam to 
Drefden. 

Having been prcfehted to the EleSor 
and Ele6krefs by Mr. Ofborn, the BritiQi 
Minifter here, we had the honour of dining 
with them the fame day, fbe Eledlrefs is 
young, tall, ^yelUmade, and lively. — We- 
wero afterwards prefcnted to the Ele6tre6 
Powager, and to the Princeffr Elizabeth, 
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the Eleftor's aunt, to the Princefs, his fifler, 
and to his three brothers, the eldeft of 
whom has loft the ufe of his legs, and 
is moved about the room in a diair with 
wheels* 

The court was numerous and fplendtd^ 
in the evening there was card playing for 
about two hours* The Duke of Hamilton 
was of the Ele6lrefs's party, while I played 
two rubbers at whift with one of the Prin- 
cefles, againft the -£le£trefs Dowager and 
the Prinoefs Elizabeth. — r have never feea 
deep gaming atany of the German conrts^^ 
«— What has.apprpached neareft to it, has 
b^i at mafquerades, or where th^ Sovereign 
Vas not prefent. 

Drefden, though not one of the largeftj 
is certainly one of the mofl agreeable cities 
in Germany, whedier we confider its fitu^- 
ation,. the magnificence of its palaces, or 
the beauty and conveniency of the houfes 
and ftreets. This city is built on both Gdcs 
of the Elbe, whjch is of a c^^nfiderabic 
breadth fao:^. The, magnificent and conoH 

miodious 



modi^Ufr maAner in wfaich the tw oppofite 
part& of the town are joined, adds greatly to. 
its bea«tf. 

There is> an eqneftf'tfffr ftaroe of KtPg 
AvgaSt\si9i ma kind of open phceor fquare, 
between* the <^d city and die new. The 
workman A4p is but tndifferenr; however^ - 
I was dft&red by o>cir Cicerone to admire' tfaif. 
very much, »bega Bfe *-«* i t was made by a 
common fmieh; I begged ta be excured, 
telling him tHat i coidd^noc admire if, had. 
it been made by Michael A^igtto* 

Few Princes in Europe are fo ma^ni^^- 
Bkmttj locked as the'Eteftor of Saxony. 
The palace and Mufeum have been often 
defcribed.^— The bft was* begun by the 
Etei^or Anguftas, and ffill retains the name 
of tlic Green Room, though it novr confifts 
of Ceveral apartments, aK painted green, in 
imitation o( the firft. f will not en ame* 
rate the prodtgioti«\ number of curiofities^ 
natural' and arttftcial, to befeen there. Some 
of die laft are ct»iou8, owly becaufe they • 
are innfible ta the human eye. Of this 
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number, is a cherry-ftone, upon wbicb, by 
the help of a microfcope^ above a hundred 
faces may be diftinguiihed. Undoubtedly 
tbefe little mechanical whims difpiay the 
labour, perfeverance, and minute attention 
of the workman ; but I cannot think they 
are proofs of the wifdom of thofe who 
could employ artifts to fo little purpofe* 
Let the aftoniihing minutiae of nature be 
admired though microfcopes ; but fureiy 
nothing is a proper work for the hands of 
man, which cannot be feen by the unaided 
human eye. 

A work of the jeweller Dinglinger, which 
reprefents the celebration of the Mogul's 
birth-day, is much admired: The Mogul 
fitting on. hjs throne, his grandees and 
guards, wkh a great many elephants, are all 
exhibited upon a table about an ell fquare. 
This work employed Dinglinger, and fome 
affiftants, above" ten years. Do not yon 
think this was leaving fo ingenious an artift 
a little too long in the Mogul's fervice ? 

A fimple lift of every thing valuable and 
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curious in this Mufeam would exceed the 
bounds of (me of my longed letters ; I (hall 
therefore p^fs them all over in filence, except 
ihe^ftory of the prophet Jonah, which k 
would be impioas to omit. The Aiip, the 
whale) the prophet^ -and the fea (hoie^ 
are in a different kind of ftone, thcmgh^ 
m my opinion, there was nooccafion to vary 
the materials : for furely there is as great a 
difference between a prophet and a whale, 
as between a whale and a rock, . So that i( 
the firft two could be r^prefent^d with the 
fame materials, I do not think it was. worth 
whije to change the compefltton; for the 
thir^l. 

The gallery of pi^^ures is highly efteem* 
ed. To enumerate the particular merits 
of each, would fill many volumes^^and 
requires a far greater knowledge of painting 
than I can pretend to. The mod valuable 
pieces arc by Corregio and Rubens. There 
are three or four by the former, and of his 
moft capital works ; and a very confiderable 
number of the latter. The ftrength and 
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fsq^reffimi qf this gr^t artift.'& pencil, the 
9aiwal glaw oif bi$.colottripg^ and the fer- 
lil^y of Hi» ftncy^ ckfef ve the higbeft eiv* 
eonif innsu Yet one caaoot l|^Ip. regce ttmg, . 
Aait he- kast fio violent a pai&OA fOf fai wo* 
i^eOk Ibat Undi of paiufie wbicj^ l^e had 
IpefiMeftfly ^ Ufe in his 9^iW copntryi, had 
l^id (ach M4( ^ bit. ifnaginatioii, that it 
QOttid not be evsidicated by all ihe eLsgao^ 
QK^kdeb h« aAen^Rndei iliidiod i» lulj* Spmii 
of his. finnalo: figorea ki tbi^. plki:y ar& ib 
Mich 06 theiDftl^ nf^kHi wd fb Ait^t^9ft 
k is^ rasher oypreffim ta IjDok at them ii» 
iMs ¥efy hot wwftber. 

In the Mufeum, within the palace, tLsm 
i^a moft GompilQi^eeUe^oiv^^of priats^ hom 
ibofiomnmcffA^nt al ^m^^ eRg?ia?iiig 
6ilthft^piQfeMi>fiie«. 
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fNoTHiKo fcems ickarer to ttic, AaA 
that a fcrtifted town (houM have M 
palaces within it, tmd ha fehuAis wkliocflf* 
As the citj of thefieti has txnA, 'k wmddl 
have been 'well for the ^habitaiMSy ^during 
die laft war, that the tdWn Ind %een 'efiv 
tirely wtthoirt fbit^ationfc. In *bc y«iir 
1756, when the King of Pruflfe (bought 
it eicpedtent to inveide Saxony» he made 
farmfelf mailer of *his -city, afnd fce{« 
peaceable poflefllton of it till f^^S, whch 
Marcchal Dauii, after the batde of Moch- 
krrchcn^ threatened to befifege it. The^ 
Prnffian general Schmettaa began his de- 
fence by buming part of the fiibttt*b^. 
The Saxons and Auftrians exdatmed at 
this meafarc, and Daun thteatencd to 
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make the governor anfwerable, In his own 
perfon^ for fuch defperate proceedings. ' 
Count Schmettau was totally regardlefs of 
their exchrmations and threats, and Teemed 
attentive only to the orders 9f the Xing 
his mafter. He gjjiv^ Majethal' Dai^ to .; 
undtrftand, that the remaining fubarbs 
would ihare the &te of thofe already 
deftroyed, if he perfifted in attacking the' 
town. The King appearing Toon after, the 
Auftrians retreated into Bohemia. 
•. Th^ inhabitants of Drefden, and all Sax- . 
ony> were now in a very difmal fituatVon, «^ 
and foofid their hardAips increafe in pro- 
portion to. the fuccefs of their friends and 
allies ; for whatever exa£tk>ns were raifed 
in the. King of Pruffia*s dominions by the 
Auftrians and Ruffians, the like were im- 
pofed by way of retaliation on the miferahle 
.Saxons. A people muil be in a deplorable 
>ftate indeed, when the fuccefs of their ene- 
mies is the moft fortunate thing which ca^ 
befal them. 

In. 1759, after thq dreadful battle of Cu* 
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nerfdorfy near Frankfort on the Oder, the 
King of Pruffia. being neceffitated to lepair 
the {laughter of that day, withdrew the 
Priiffian garrifon from Drefden^ which then 
fell Jnto the hands of . the Impcrialifts, 
Bat the calamities of this city did not end 
here -, for his PrufEan Majefty having de- 
ceived Marechal Daun by a very maflerly 
feint, while he feemed to bend his courle 
for Sileila, he wheeled fuddenly about, 
and threatened Drefden, which Marechal 
Daun had abandoned, in the full convic- 
tion, that the King had marched to the 
relief of Schweidnifz, While the Auf- 
trians hurried on by forced marches into Si- 
lefia, the King attacked Drefden, which 
was refiolntely defended by General Mac* 
quire. ' 

Every poffible effort was made to reduce 
this city before Count Daun fhould return 
to its relief; — and the wretched citizens 
were expofed to a continued cannonade and 
bombardment. This perhaps was Jufti- 
£able by the laws of war, as long as ilicre 



were bopies that ^e town mig^t he liroirgfit 
to furrender hj fuch nacans. -*- But tbe 
enemies of his Prnffian oMajefty aSert, 
that the hornbardment was ip-ontinvcd, 
and churches, . fine buildings, and whole 
fireets, laid in aihes^ even afier Marechai 
Dion's return ; and when thefe Tifididive 
proceedings could , only tend to die ruin 
aiid de&ru£iion of private people, without 
conti^uting in .the iinalleft degree to the 
leductng the town, or being ^of any ufe 
lo the pnblic qiufe. 

Manv of thefe houies fliU lie in rob* 
blih ; bvt the inhabitants are gradually 
MbuiUingf and probstbty tdl the rained 
ftreets will be repaired before a new war 
breaks out in Germany. While they re« 
build the houfes, I cannot help thinking 
k would be fortunate £or the pmprtetors, 
that they were allowed to ddlroy the forti* 
ficationSy which perhaps might be [xbced 
whh more adrantage around Ibme towns on 
the frontiers. 

The curious man\ifeftory erf porcelain 
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is given of it be jaft. They tell us» that 
the Count had at leaft three hundred dif- 
ferent fuiu of clothet ; each of thefe had a 
duplicate, as he ahvays {Lifted bis clothes 
^9fter .dinnefy and did not choofe that his 
drefs fhould appear dn6[erent in the after- 
jDopn from what it hid been in the nioin-> 
jng. A painting of each fuit, with the 
particular cane and fnuflF-box belonging to 
it, was very accurately drawn in a largp 
.book^ which was prefented to his Excel- 
)ency every nporning by his Valet de Cham- 
.bre; that he n\ight fix upon the drefs in 
which he wifhed to appear for the day. 
This minifter was accufed of having accu- 
mulated a great fortune. The teverfe of 
thisi however^ is true^ His boufe and gar- 
dens belong DOW to the EleSor. 
. The Saxon troops make ^rvery fine ap- 
pearance. The men in general are band- 
fame .and well made. Neither they nor 
' their pfiBcers are fp very tipright and ftiff 
in their manners as the Pruffians. Hav,. 
. ing been fo Jong, accuflomed to thefe laft. 



this difference ftruck me very ftrongly at 
firft fighu The uniform of the guards is 
red* and yellow ; that of the marching re- 
giments white. The foldiersy during the 
fummer, wear only waiftcoats^ even when 
they mount guard ; and always appear 
extremely neat and dean. The ferjeants^ 
beiides their other arms, have a large pilloL. 
This is fo commodiouily faf^ened to the 
left fide> that it gives no trouble. The 
band of mu£c belonging to the Saxon 
guards is the mod complete and the fined I 
ever faw. 

I do not exp&St to receive any accounts 
from you till we arrive at Vienna ; but 1 
(hall probably write again from Prague 
for which place we intend to fet oat to« 
morrow^ 
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JtSottEiliA, tboogb by no means fe fertile^ 
^ fo liiQe a country as Saxony, tloes not de* 
fer^ the bad chara£ker which feme trav^Uer» 
have given it. I thought numy places very 
bcfttttifuly and VBried with the agreeable rami 
objefts. 

Prague, the capital dTBDhemla, ilznis in 
a holloWy furrounded on aH fides whhhSh. 
Thefe neateft tbdtown^ffnd which ^eommand 
iryarrcoaiprehendednrithin tliefiN-er&catiom^ 
It k very large town, retaining, feme marlts 
of former fplendor, but many more evident 
fymptoms of "^rcfent decay -r- Symptoms 
which natiiu-ally attend tho(e places, which 
once have been the refidence of royafty, and 
are fo no more. 

All the boufes^ with any appearance of 
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that, crpfiing over it, you hav€ a row of 
theoi o^ each fide, tike two ranks of 
muiketeers. . • > 

Traveller^f efpecially fuch as arrive direfUy 
from Berlin, oiuft he aftoniibed at the people's 
devotion in this city » and in a particular man- 
ner at the vehemence with which it is ex- 
preflfed hy thofe who exhibit before the Saints 
upon the.bridge^ * . 

Not contented with kneeling, I faw fome 
prjt^rat^, then^ifeivev op . their faces, kiffing 
the earth : jafid others, whd offered their pe- 
titions to ,thefe. Saints with fuch earneftnefs 
aqd fervqor, thar, if their hearts had not 
been of (lone, they mult have paid ^more at- 
tention to the petitioners than they feemed 
to do. 

There \s one faint who has more votaries 
than^alLthe reft put together — Saint Nepo- 
muc^ I think they. calh him: — As my a<^ 
quaintance with Saints is not extenfive, I 
iiever heard of him till I came hither, 1>ut 
bis reputation is very groat in this town. 
This faim, it feems, was ordered i>y fome 
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cruel tyrant, to be thrown over a bridge ; 
his neck was brock by the fall; notwiihftan- 
ding of whicfiy he is fuppofed to retain a 
particular afFedlion for bridges ever fince ; 
an eStQ, fomething diifferent from what was 
to have been expedled from the caufe: 
however, the people here are perfuaded, that 
fo it happened to Saint Nepomoc ; and Xp 
put the fa£t beyond controverfy, he is at 
this moment the tutelar Saint of biidges / 
«— almoft all thofe in Bohemia are dedicated 
to him. He has alfo the reputation of ex- 
celling every Saint in heaven in the cure of 
barrenness in women. — How his character 
for this was eftabliihed, I did not en* 
quire. 

It is a melancholy lefleiSlian, that the 
wealthy are more carelefs about religious 
duties than the indigent, and that poverty 
and piety are fo often linked together, I 
often obferved, when we (lopped at any town 
or village, which had fymptoms of^great po- 
verty, that the inhabitants fecmcd alfo unur 
fually devout. 
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It would appear, that hope is a more 

powerful fentiment in the human Ibreaft than 

gratitude, fince tliofe who ought to feel the 

greateft thankfulnefs to Heaven » dilplay the 

eafl:. 

We found an acquaintance at iPraguc 
When we leaft expelled it ; for as the Duke 
of Hamilton and I Rood talking in the 
ftreets, a prieft, who belongs to a feminary 
of learning in this town, overheard us ; 
tjpon which he ftopped, and after looking 
at us very eameftly for fome time, he at 
length came up, and addrefled us in tliefe 
Words: — ^I do aQure you now, T am an 
Irifliman too. This eafy kind of introduc- 
tion foon produced a degree of intimacy ; I 
aOced, how he knew fo readily that we were 
Irifli? Am I not after hearing you fpeak 
Englirti, my dear ? replied the honeft prieft, 
for;he really was a very honeft obliging 
fellow, and the moft ufefut and enter- 
taining Cicerone we could have bad at 
Prague. 

After have vifited the royal apartnaents. 



JCANi7SI» IN flt^Iie& USj 

they (hewed us^he window \n the fecrefaiy 
ef ftate's oftce, ftom whence three noblenaeii 
.were thrown in the year t6ttS» Tilts was 
rather a violent mode of turithig oat the 
jpeople in power; hut it is fn-efaaUe the 
foirty in oppofitiofi had tried gamier* means 
in vain. 

As one great ufe of hiftory n to famtih 
ieflons and examples, by whidi poftcrity 
in all ages may profit, I do not thiiik it 
wouhl be amifs to remind your friends in 
adminiflration of this adventure, that they 
may move oflF quietly before their opponents 
take delperate meafunes. For it hair been 
obfervcd, that the enemies of tottering 
ftatefmcn are rouch mott aftivc tiian thcifr 
friends, wlio, ^hon thtngs GOiae to the lad 
f«aih, are apt to fbrnd aloof, 

Like people viewing, at a diftance, 
Three men thrown out of a cafement, 
Who never ftir to their a(fillance. 
But juft aBbrd them their amazemeut. 

In caie however a frmilar outrage ihoiild he 
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threatened in England, it is to. bs hoped 
that Apollo (as he was wont of old wl^en 
any of his friends were in danger) will in- 
terpofe with a cloud, and fave the Minifter; 
for, in the prefent fcarcity of wit and good 
humour, it would be a thoofand pities to lofe 
a man fo much diftinguifhed for both, at one 
defperate throw. 

We walked over the heights, from which 
the Pruffians attempted to carry the town, 
immediately after the defeat of Prince 
Charles of Lorraine and Count Brown. 
The bombardment of this town was a more 
defenfible meafure than thatof Drefden ; for 
while the army within were under the de- 
je<Sion natural after the lofs of a battle, and 
unprepared for a fiege, it might be fuppofed, 
that the confufion and terror produced by the 
bombardment,, joined tolhc vaft confumption 
of provifions by fuch a numerous garrifon, 
would induce the befieged to furrender. But 
although the King's humanity has not been 
called in queftion for his condu6l here, I have 
heard many military men cenfure him for 
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want of prudence, particularly on account of 
his defperate attempt at Kolin, when, leaving 
the half of his army to continue the blockade 
of Prague, he marched with little more than 
thirty thoufand men, and attacked an army 
of cibuble that* numbef, flrongly (ituated, and 
commanded by one of the ableft generals of 
the age. 

After all, it is more than probable, that 
the King had very good reafons for his 
conduct. But as the attempt was unfuc- 
cefsful, and as the fad reverfe of the PrnfEan 
affairs may be dated from that epoch, the 
voice of cenfure has been very loud in 
blaming an aftion, which would have been . 
exalted to the ikies had it been crowned 
with fuccefs. If Hannibal had by any 
accident been defeated at Cannae, it is 
very poflibie, that hiflorians would have 
found out many reafons why he fhould not 
have fought that battle, and would have 
endeavoured to prove, th$t his former 
victories had been gained by chance, and 
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ihaft he was ^a mere ignoramus m the art 
of "war. 

Adica, my good 'friend ; J wifh yoti good 
luck in aH your undertakings, that jrou may 
continue to be redconcd by the worid, a 
man of prudence* 
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Vienna. 

V/n arriving at Vienna, the poftilions drive 
dire£Uy to die Cuftom-houfei where the 
haggage undei;gocs a very fevere fcrutiny, 
which neither fair words nor money can 
mitigate. As nothing oontraband was found 
among our baggage, it was all carried dtre£Uy 
to our lodgii^ except our books, which 
were retained to be examined at leifure, and 
were not i^ilored to us till fome time after. 



Tiie Emprelis ha& given ftri£]b orders^ th^t 
no books of impiety I lewdnefs, or immorality ». 
(hall bus allowed to^ cater, her domurions, 
or be cJrcdared aroong Iier fubjedls ; and' 
Mahomet bimlelf dares as^fooa appear pub* 
licly a£ Vienna as any one of thena. 

Unfbrtunatelyrfor us. Sir Robert Keith im 
bte|y gone to Elngland, aod< is not espet^ed 
back, for feveral months* We have reafoa 
to regret the abfence of (a agreeable and (d 
worthy a man ; but every- advaxitaga 
we could have^ received from him as. a 
minlfter, has beea fupplied by. his fecretai-yf, 
Mr. Erneil ; wha has iatrodaoed us to. the 
Count Pegenfeldt, ambafiador from thv 
SuteSi^GeneiaL Thi& genllemaa fuiniflied 
usi with a lift of the villts« proper to be madct 
and. bad the politcneis to attend th& Duk^ 
of Hamilton on this, gpnd tour., 

The fir ft d^. we waitcdoa Pxince^Kaunitai, 
we were iavited to- dmr, aad found a vecjr 
i^amerouiconipai^' at hi^ houfe; many of 
whom, as I afterwardsi uiuier(lood,.,had beea 
{oiepoEefled in our favour, by the pohte and 
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obliging letters which the Baron de Swietcn 
had written from Berlin. 

Some of the principal families are at their 
feats in the country^ which we fhould have 
more reafon to regret, were it not for the po- 
litenefs and hofpitality of the Count and 
Countefs Thune, at whofe houfe, or that of 
thciriifter the Coantefs Walllein, there is 
an Agreeable party every evening ; among 
whom is the Vifcount de Laval, brother 
to the Marquis, whom I had the honour of 
knowing at Berlin. The vifcount has been 
as far north as ^Peterfburgh, and intends to 
make the tour of Italy before he returns to 
France. 

The city of Vienna, properly fo called, 
is not of very great extent ^ nor can it bt 
enlarged, being limited by a flrong fortifi- 
cation. This tc^h is very populous : it is 
thought to contain above feventy thoufand 
inhabitants. Tlie ftreets in general are 
narrow, and the houfes built high. Some 
of the public buildings and palaces are 
magnificent 5 but they appisar externally to 
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•no great advantage, on account of the nar- 
rowncfs of the ftrcets. The chief arc the 
Imperial Palace, the Library and Mufeam, 
the palaces of the Princes Lichtenftein, 
Eiigene, and fome others, which I know 
yoa will excnfe me from enumerating or 
defcribing. 

There is no great danger that Vienna 
will ever again be fubjed^cd to the incon- 
veniencies of a* fiege. Yet, in cafe the 
thing (hoilld happen, a meafure has been 
taken, which will prevent the neceffity of 
deftroying the fuburbs : no houfes with- 
out the walls are allowed to be built nearer * 
to the glacis than fix hundred yards ; fo 
that there is a circular field of fix huH- 
dred paces broad all round the tovrn, 
which, exclufive of the advantage above 
mentioned, has a very beautiful and falu- 
tary effeft. Beyond the plain, the fubufbs 
are built. — They form a very extenfive arid 
magnificent town, of an 'irregularly circular 
form, containing within its bofom a fjpa- 
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cious field, which h»f for its cenn-e the* 
original town of Vietma. 

Thefe magnificent fuburhs^ am^ the rowni 
together, aM faai to* contain above three 
hundred tihoufend mhabitants f yQt the 
fornaer are not near fo- popukMis, in- prow 
portion to their fize, as the town;, becaufir 
many houfes of the fuburbs have extenfive 
gardens belonging to them, and many fa- 
tnilies^ who livct during the winter withm 
the fortifications,, pafs the funuBer months 
in the fuburbs^ 

Monfieur de Breteuil, the French am- 
baflador^ lives there at pirefenr. The Duke 
and I dinedi at hishpufe. afew days ago. 
This- gpntkaian was. attached to the^ Due 
dc Cboifeul, and had been appointed am« 
ba0ador to. this court, in which charaAer 
he wafi about to fet out from. Paris, when' 
that minifter was difmifled by-.the iate King, 
of France ;. upon which. M. de Bretcuil^ 
inii^d of Vienna^ was fent. tp Naples. 
Bu^ fince the: new King)s acceffion, he hag 
been edabiiihai at the Court for whicti he 

was 



was origmally intended. He is a man of 
talents, and not calculated for a fituation in 
which talents bare little or no room for 
exertion. 

About a week arfter our arrival at Vienna, 
we had the honoqr of being prefented to 
the Emperor. The Coiuit Degenfeldt ac- 
companied as to the palace between nine 
and ten in the morning. After walking a 
few minutes in an adjoining Toom, we were 
condu6led into that where the Emperor was 
alone. His manner is affable, eafy, and 
gracefully phin. 

The fame forenoon we drove to Schon« 
b'run» a palace about a league from Vienna, 
where the Empreis rdides ^ f refent. I had 
no fmall curiofity to fee the celebrated Maria 
Therefa, who£e fortunes have interefiedEu- 
rope for fo msuoy yean. Her magnanimity 
in fupporting the calamities to which the 
early part of her fife wa& eitpofed, and the 
moderation with which fhe h» borne prof- 
jierity, have fecuied to her univerfal appro- 
bation. She alfo was alone when we were 

VOL, IL M 
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prefented. She converfed for fome time 
with the Duke of Hamilton in a eafy and 
cheerful manner, and behaved to all with 
an afiable dighity. She now poflefles bat 
fxnall remains of that beauty for which fhe 
was diftinguifhed in her youth ; but her 
countenance indicates benevolence and good- 
humour. I had often heard^f thefcrapu- 
lous etiquette of the Imperial court, bat bavs 
found every thing dire<£i:ly oppofite to that 
account. 

Prince Kaunitz having feen a young Eng- 
lifh gentleman fcarcely fourteen years of 
age, whom the Duke of Hamilton patro- 
nizes, and who has accompanied us on this 
tour^ the Prince defired that he alfo might 
be prefented to the Emperor arid Empre^, 
which was accordingly done, and they both 
received him in the mod gracious manner. 
I mention this circumflance as a ftrong 
proof how far they are fuperior at this 
court to trifling pundlilios, and how greatly 
they have relaxed in ceremony fince the 
acceAion of the Lorrain family. 



Two or three days after this, we were 
prefented, at a full court, to the two un- 
married Arch-ducheflcs, their iifter the 
Princefs Albert of Saxony, and the Prin- 
cefs of Modena, who is tiiarried to the 
Emperor's brother. The laft couple arc 
lately arrived from Milan on a vifit to the 
EmpreftV 

The Imperial family are uncommonly 
well- looking, and have a very ftrong refem- 
blance to each other. They are all of a fair 
. x:oniplexion^ with large blue eyes, and fomc 
of them, particularly the Arch-duke, are 
diftinguifhed by the thick lip foJong re- 
marked in the Auftrian family. The beau- 
tiful Queen of France is the handfomeft of 
this family, only becaufe flie is the youngeft; 
feme people think that her fifter the Prin- 
cefs Albert has ftill the advantage. 

One of the unmarried Arch-dacheffes,. 
who formerly was thought the moft beau- 
tiful, has fuffercd confiderably by the fmall- 
pox.— A lady of the court told me, that, as 
foon as this Princefs underftood what her 
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difeafe was, {he called for a lookinggJafs, 
and with unaffe£led pleafantry took leave of 
tbofe features (he had often heard praifed, 
and which £he .believed would be greatly 
changed before fhe fhould fee them again. 
The diminution which the fmall^pox has 
made in the beauty of this Princefs, has not 
in the fmallefl degree impaired her good- 
humour, or the eflential part of hercha- 
ra£ler, which by. ev^ry account is perfefilly 
amiable. 

When the King of PruffiaTaw his army 
defeated at Cunerfdorf, after he had written 
to the Queen that he was fure of yi&ory ; 
or when any of thofe monarchs, of whom 
hifiory gives examples, were daflied from 
their thrones to a ftate of dependence or 
captivity, unqueftionably it required great 
ftrength of mind to bear fuch cruel reverfcs 
of fortune : but perhaps it requires more in 
a woman, whofe beauty is admired by one 
half of the human race, and. envied by the 
other, to fupport its tofs with equanimity 
in all the pride of youth.-<*If thofe veteraa 
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beauties, who never had any. thing but their 
faces to give them importance^ whom we 
fee dill withering on the ftaik, and repining 
that they cannot retain the bloom of May 
in the froft of December, had met with 
foch an accident, it would probably have 
killed them at onte, and faved ihem many 
years of defpifed exigence. 



LETTER LXXXin. 

\ 

yiemut. 
J Never paffed my time more agreeably 
than fince I came to Vienna. There is not 
fuch a conftant round* of atnufemeots as 
to fill up a man's time without any plan or 
occupation of his own ; and yet there is 
enough to fatisfy any mind not perfectly 
vacant and dependent on external ob]e<fts. — 
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We dine abroad two or three times a wceJt. 
We fometimcs fee a little play, but never 

any deep ganaing. At the Countels 

Thune's, where I generally pafc the eveli- 
ing, there is no play of any kind.— - 
The fociety there literally form a con- 
verfazione. 

. I dare fay, yon will be at alofs to imagine 
how a mixed company, fometimes pretty 
numerous, can pafs feveral hours every 
evening, merely in converiing, efpecialfy 
when you are told that the converfation is 
not always fplit into parties and tete-a-tetes ; 
but is very often general. You will fufpe6k 
there muft be many melancholy paufes, 
which, after a certain length, are prolonged, 
from the reludlance of people to be the firft 
breakers of a very folemn filence ; or you 
may think that fometimes there will be fo 
many tongues mov4i>g at once, that nothing 
can be heard diftin<SUy ; and you may 
poffibly figure to yourfeif the lady of the 
houfe at other times endeavouring, by 
formal obfervations on the weather, or 
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politics, to keep alive (Anverfation which 
• is juft expiring in all the yawmngs of 
death. 

Nothing of this kind, however, happens. 
The Coantefs has the art of entertaining a 
company, and of making them entertain one 
another, more than any perfon I ever knew. 
With a great deal of wit, and a perfeft 
knowledge of the world, (he poffefles the 
moft difinterefted heart. She is the firft to 
difcover the good qualities of her friends, 
and the lafl: who fees their foibles. One of 
her grcateft pleafuves is. to remove preju- 
. dices from amongll her acquaintances, and 
to promote friendihip^. She has an ever- 
lafting flow of fplrits, which (he manages 
with fuchr addrefs as to delight the gay, with- 
out difpleafing the deje(£led. I never knew 
any body have fuch a number of friends, 
and fo much generous friendfliip to beftow 
on each : flie is daily making new ones, 
without allowing her regard for the old to 
diminifh. She has formed a little fyftem of 
happinefs at her own houfe, herfelf bemg 
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rhe centre of attnftion and union. Nobody 
i$ under the leaft neceffity of remaining a • 
moment in this fociety after being tired.— 
TTicy naay retire when they pleafe. — No 
more notice is taken of the entries or exits 
of any perfon who has been once received^ 
than of a fiy*s comhig in or going out of 
the room. — ^There is not th^ (hadow of re- 
ftraint.— If you go every night, you are 
always treated with equal kindnefs ; and 
if you ftay away for a monthi you are 
received on your return with the fame 
cheerfukiefs as if you had been there every 
evening. 

The Englifh who^ come to this place are 
in a particular manner obliged to this fa?- 
mllyi not only far the polite reception they 
generally meet with, but alfo for the oppor* 
tunities this affords them of forming an 
acquaintance with the principal people at 
Vienna. And I imagine there is no city in 
Europe where a young gentleman, after his 
univeriity education is finifhed, can pafs a 
year with fo great advantage ; bccaufc, if 
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property recommended, he may mix on an 
cafy footing, with people of rank, and have 
opportdnities of improving by the converla- 
tion of feniible men and accompli/hed 
women. In no capital could he fee fewer 
examples, or have fewer opportunities, of 
deep gaming, open profligacy, or grofs 
debauchery. He may learn to pafs his time 
agreeably, independent of a continued round 
of amufements.«— Her may be gradually led 
to enjoy rational converfation, and at length 
acquire the blefied faculty of being fati^fied 
with moderate pleafures. 

To the politenefs of the Countefs Tliunc, 
and the recommendation of the Baron 
Swieten, I am indebted for the agreeable , 
footing r am on with Prince Kannitz> 
who at prefent lives at Laxenberg, a 
pleafant village about ten miles from 
Vienna, where there U a fmall palace and 
very extenfive park, belonging to the Inw 
perial family. 

Prince Kaunitz has lately built a houfe 
there,, and lives in a ftylc equally hofpitahlc 

M * 
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^ and .magnificent. He is not to be feen be- 
fore dinner by any but people on bufinefs ; 
but he always has a pretty Jarge convpany" 
at dinner, and (lili greater numbers from 
Vienna pals their evenings at Laxenberg ; not 
unfrequently the Emperor himfelf makes 
one of the company. This minifter has 
. enjoyed the favour of the emprefs for many 
yers. He was her envoy at the treaty of 
Arx-la Chapelle in 1748, and has been of 
her cabinet council ever flnce. At pr6(ent 
he is minifler for all foreign affairs, and is 
fuppofed to have greater influence with her 
than any other perfon* 

He is certainly a man of knowledge 
genius, and fidelity, and the afiairs of this 
. court have profpered greatly under his ma- 
nagement. His friends are very much at- 
tached to him, and he fhews great difcern- 
ment in difcbvering and employing men of 
talents. He is the friend and patron of 
Monf. de Swieten. It is fuppofed that he 
«dvifed and negociate4 the French alliance, 
yet he has always bad a Arong partiality in 
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fevouT of the Britlfti nation.— He has fomc 
fingolarities ; but as they do not afieft any 
cffential part of his charader, they need not 
-be mentioned. 



LETTER LXXIX. 



Fieniia. 

1 Had the pleafureof yours by the laft poft, 
wherein you inform me that our acquain- 
tance C — • — talks of fetting out for Vienna 
•very foon. As nothing is fo tirefome as 
the company of one who is continually tired 
'of himfelf, J ihould be alarmed at your in- 
formation, were I not abfolutely certain that 
his ftay here will be very fliort, come when 
he will. 
C— called at my lodgings one morning 
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the fumoier before I had left Loodon.-^ 
had remained in town merely becaufe I^iad 
no parttcolar bufinefs. ^Ifewhere ; — but he 
aflured me, that the town was a defert ;-*- 
that it was (hameful to be feen in the ftreets ; 
—that all the world was at Brighthelmftonc 
•—So I allowed him to conduct me to that 
place, where we had remained only a few 
daysy when he told me, that none of the 
people he cared for were there; and as I 
had nothing particular to detain me, he 
begged as a favour that I would accompany 
him to Tunbridge. — We went accordingly^ 
and to my great iatisfaflion I there found 

Mr. N ^'s family. C— remaiucd pretty 

quiet for about four days; — he yawned a 
good deal on the fifth ; — and on the fixtb, 
I thought he would havedifiocated his jaws* 
As be perceived I was pleafed with the place, 
and would * take none of his hints abovit 
leaving it, \^c at laft pretended that he re- 
ceived a letter which made it abfotutely ne< 
ceflary for him to fet out for London ; — 
and away he went, . 



I ftakl three weeks atTunbndgc. — On 
mj return* to town, I underftood that C — 
had taken a genteel furniibed hoafif for the 
fummer in Yorkihire, where he had already 
fsafied a *week, Iiavuig previoufty engaged % 
female friend to go along with him. — He 
left word in town, thai he was not to be 
czpe£ted till the meeting of parliament. 
Though I never imagined that he would 
remain quite fo long, yet I was a little (ur* 
prifed to fee him enter my room two days 
after I had received this account. — He told 
me, he was qdite cbfgufted with his houfe^ 
and more fo with his companion : and be- 
fides, he had taken a violent fancy to go ta 
Paris, which* you know» added he, is the 
moft delightful place in the world, efpeciaily 
♦ in fummer; for the comfKiny never think 
%f rambling about the country like out 
giddy fools in England, but remain toge- 
ther in the capital a« fenfibie people ought 
ta do. 

He then propofed that we (hould pack up 
a few things, -p- take poll, pafs over, and 
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fpend a couple of months at Paris. Finding 
I did not relifh the propofal, he Wrote^ an 
apolog^o the lady in Yorkflxire, with an 
inclofed bank biiiy and fet out next day by 
himfeir. . I beard no more of him for Cx 
weeks, but at the end of that time, hap- 
pening to be at Bath, I (aw iny friend C -— 
enter the pump-rpom. — 'Egad, faid he, you 
•are wife to (lay at home : — Paris is the moft 
infipid place on earth : — I could hot fup- 
port it above ten days, — But heaving heard 
a good deal of Holland, I even took a jaunt 
to Amfterdam, which, between friends, I 
found very little more amu(ing than Paris ; 
two days after my arrival, finding an Engtifli 
ihip ready to fail, thought it would be a pity 
to let the opportunity (lip ; fo I ordered 
my trunk aboard. — We had a difagreeable 
paffage : — however, I arrived fafe a fey 
days ago at Harwich. After this iketch of 
po(Jr C — 's turn of mind, you fee I have no 
reafon to fear his remaining long with us, if 
he (hould come. 
Foreigners aflert that the Engliih have 
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more of t'.is reftlefs difpofition than any 
other people in Europe. 

II faut que votre ville de Londres foit un 
trifte fejour. — I afked^he perfon who made 
this remark to me, wherefoie he thought fo ? 
— Parce que, anfwered he, tous vos jeunes 
gens que je vols en France s'ennuyent a la 
inort. — But, faid I, there are great many of 
your countrymen in London. — Aflurement, 
anfwered he, with polite infolence, cela fait 
unc difference. 

Our climate is accufed of producing this 
ennui. If I rightly remember, 1 formerly 
hinted fome reafons againfl this opinion, and 
of late i begin to fufpeft that the exceflive 
wealth of certain individuals, and the ftatc 
of fociety in our capita], are the fole cauies 
of our having a greater fbare of that malady 
among us than our neighbours. Tlie com- 
mon people of England know nothing of it : 
— neither do the induftrious of any rank, 
whether their objefk be wealth, knowledge, 
or fame. But in England there is a greater 
number than in any other country, of young 
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meiiy who come to the pofleffion of great 
fortunes before they have acquired any- 
fixed and determined tafte, which may 
(erve as a refouroe and occupation through 
life. 

When a yoath has acquired a habit of ^^ 
plication, a third of knowledge, or of fame,, 
the mod ample fortune which can fall to 
him afterwards, cannot always deftroy dif* 
pofitions and paffions already formed. — Par- 
ticularly if the paffion be ambition, which 
generally gives fuch energy to the mind, and 
occafions fuch continued exertions, as fuffi- 
cientJy ward offlaffitude and tasdium ; for 
wealth cannot lull, or pleafure enervate, a 
mind ftrongly infpired by that adlive prin^ 
ciple. Such therefore are out of the prefent 
queftioiu . But when a full and uncontrolled 
command of money comes firft, and ever^ 
objedi of plearure is placed within the reach of 
the unambitious, all other purfuits are too 
frequently defpifed; and every taftc or 
accompliihment which could inform or 
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fliiengtiieri the mind, and fill up the tedioas 
intervals of life, is ncgleftcd. 

A young man in this fituation is prone to 
excels; he feldom waits the natural returns 
of appetite of any kind ;-— his fenfibility is 
blunted by too frequent enjoyment ; — what 
is defired to-day» is loathed to-morrow ; — - 
every thing at a diftance, which bears the 
name of pleafure, is an obje6t of defire ;-^ 
when prefenty it becomes an objeA of in- 
difference, if not of difguft. — The agitations 
of gaming are tried to prevent the horrid 
ftagnajdon of indolence ; — All amufementt 
lole their relifli, and ferve to increafe the 
hnguor their were meant to expel. 

As age advances, caprice, peeviihnefs^ 
and tsedium augment : — The fcene is often 
changed ; but the fame fretful piece is con- 
ftantly aded till the curtain is dropt, or 
is pulled dawn by the impatient ziSkor him- 
felf befo^'e the natural end of the drama/' 

I>oes not all this happen in France and 
Germany ?•— 'Doubtkfs ; but not fo often as. 
ia England, for the rcafons already mea^i 
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tioned. In France, a very fmall prpportion 
of young men have the uncontrolled pof- 
feffion of great fortunes. They have not 
the means of gratifying ev^ry defire, and 
indulging every caprice. Inftcad of fpending 
their time in clubs or taverns with people 
of their ov^n age, the greater part of the 
young nobility pafs their evenings with fome 
private family, or in thofe focieties of both 
fexes to which they have the entree. There 
the decorum due to fuch company retrains, 
of courfe, the vivacity and wantonnefs of 
their behaviour and converfation ; and ad«- 
ventures occur which intereft and amufe, 
without being followed by the naufea, lan- 
guor, and remorfe, which often fucceed 
nights fpent at the gaming-table, or the 
licentioufnefs of tavern fuppers. 

Nothing has a better influence on the 
temper, difpofition, and manners of a young 
perfon, than living much in the company^ 
of thofe whom Ee refpefts. Exclufive of 
the improvement he may receive from their 
converfation, he is habituated to felf-Klenial^ 
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and mud relinquifli many tndalgehces 
which lead to indolence and languor. 

The young French nobility, even aU 
though they fhould have no great fhare.of 
ambition, no love of ftudy, no particular 
turn for any of thofe higher accompliih- 
ments which enable men to pafs the hours 
of life independent of other amufements ; 
yet they contrive to keep taedium at a dif- 
tance by efforts of a different kind, by a 
fjiecies of aSivity peculiar to themfelves: 
They perceive, very early in life, the abfolute 
neceffity of pleafmg ; this fentiment per- 
vades their general conducSt, and goes a great 
way in the formation of their real character. 
They are .attentive and obliging to all, and 
particularly endeavour to acquire and retain 
the friendfhip of ihofe who can aflift their 
fortunes ; and they have a relifti for life, 
becaufe it is not always in their power to 
anticipate enjoyment, nor can they cloy 
their appetites by (atiety. Even the mod 
diflipated among them are unacquainted 
with the unbounded, freedom of a tavern 
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life, where all the fceaks of a whimfical 
mindy and a capricious tafle, may be in-* 
dulged without hefitation, and which, after 
long indulgence, renders every other kind 
of fociety infupportable. 

With regard to the Germans, th^re are 
very few men of great independant fortunes 
among them. The little princes, by whooi 
the riches of die country are ^ngrofled^ 
have, I fufped, their ovfn difficulties to g6t 
through • life with any tolerable degree of 
iatisfauSion. As for their younger brothers 
and the middling gentry, they go into the 
army, and are fubje&ed to the rigorous and 
unremitting attentions of military difcipline. 
This, of confequence, forms a charaSer, 
in many refpe£b different from that of the 
Englifli or French gentleman. 

But I have not yet mentioned the cir- 
cumftance which, of all others, perhaps 
contributes the mod to render London the 
trifle fejour which foreigners often find it; 
I mean, the eflablifhment of clubs, from 
which that part of the community are 
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excluded ' who have the greateft power to 
foothe the cares^ and enliven the pleafares 
of life. 



LETTER LXXXV. 

/ 

Vienna. 
W E had an invitation lately from Monf, 
de ^i'cteuU to dine on the top of Mount 
Calenberg, a very high mountain in the 
neighbourhood of this city. Common 
coaches or chariots cannot be dragged up -, 
bat having driven to the bottom, we found 
chaifes of a particular confiru&ion, calcu* 
lated for facb expeditions. Thefe had been 
ordered by the Ambafiador for the accom- 
modation of the company, and in them we. 
were carried to the fummit, where there is 
« convent . of Monks, from which two 
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landfcapes of very oppofite natures appear* 
The one confifts of a feries of wild moun- 
tains ; the other, of the town, fuburbs, ^ 
and environs of Vienna, with the various 
branches of the Danube flowing through a 
rich champaign of bouodkfs extent. 

The table for dinner was covered in a 
field near the convent, under the fhade of 
fome trees.— Every dielicacy of the feafon 
was fervcd up.— —Madame de Matignon, 
a very beautiful and fprightly lady, daughter 
of M. de Breteuil, did the honours. — Some 
of the fined women of Vienna, her com- 
panions, were of the company ; and the 
whole entertainment was conduced with 
equal talle and gaiety. 

During the deffert, fome of the Fathers 
came and prefented the company with 
baikets of firnit and fallad from their garden. 
—The Ambaflador invited them to fit, and 
the ladies pledged them in tokay. Monf. de 
Bre'teuii had previoufly obtained permiffion 
for the ladies to enter the convent ; 
which they accordingly did, as foon a» 



thcy-rofe from tabic, attended by all the 
company. 

You will readily believe, that the ap- 
pearance of fo many handfomc women 
would be partictilariy interefting to a 
community which had never before beheld 
a female within their walls. — This indeed 
was fufficiently evident, in fpite of the 
gravity and mortified looks of the Fathers. 
One lady of a gay difpofition laid hold 
of a little fcourge which hung at one of 
the Father's belts, and defired he would make 
her a prefem of it, for fhe wifhed fo ufe it 
when fhe returned home, having, as (he 
(aid, been a great finner.— The Father, 
with great gallantry, begged (he would fpare 
her own hlr iktn, afluring her hat he would 
give himfelf a hearty flogging on her account 
that very evening ;— and to prove how much 
he was in earneft, fell direftly on his knees 
before a little altar, and began to whip his 
own ihoulders with great earneftnefs, de- 
claring, that when the ladies fhould retire, 
he would lay it with the fame Violence on 
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his nalced body ; for he was determined (he 
ihbuld be as free frbm iln as {he was on the 
day of her birth. 

This melted the heart of the lady.— She 
begged the Father might mke no more of 
her faults upon his fliouldcrs*— — She now 
aOured him that her flips had been very 
venial, and that ibe was convitKed what he 
had already done would^ckar her as com- 
pletely as if he ihoold whip himfelTto the 
bone. 

There is fomething (b ludicrous in all 
this, that you may naturally fufpeA the 
reprefentation I have given, proceeds from. 
invention rather than memory. I aflure 
you, however, in downright eamtft, that 
the fcene pafled nearly as defcribed; and, to 
prevent farther mifchief, I put the fcoorge^ 
which the zealous Father bad made ufe of» 
in my pocket. 

On my return to Vienna, I called the 
fame evening at the Counted Walftein's^ 
and foon after the Ernperor came there. 
Somebody had already mendoned to himi 

the 
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he pious gallantry of the Father at the top 
of Mount Calenberg.^-*-Hc afked for a fight 
of the whip, which he underftood I had- 
brought away : — I had it ftill in my pocket, 
and immediately /hewed it him.— — He 
laughed very heartily at the warmth of the 
Father's zeal, which he fuppofed had been 
augmented by the Ambaflador's tokay. 

You have often heard of the unceremo- 
nious and eafy manner in which this great 
Prince lives, with his fubjefls. Report 
cannot exaggerate on this head. TheCountefs 
Walftein had no expeSations of his vifiting 

her that evening. When the fervant 

named the Emperor before he entered, I 
flarted up, and was going to retire. — The ' 
Countefs defired me to remain, for nothing 
was more difagreeable to hrm than fhat any 
^ company (hould be diflurbed on his entering. - 
— The ladies kept their feats, fome of them 
knotting :all the time he remained. The 
men continued ftanding while he ftood, an4 
when he was feated, moft part of them fat 
down alfo.— The Emperor put Count 

VOL. II. N 
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Mahoiu, the Spanifh ambaQad^r, in mind 
of his gout, and niade him fit while himfelf 
remained (landing. 

This monarch converfes with all the eafe 
^and a£Fability of a private gentleman, jand 
gradually fed aces others to talk with the 
fame eafe to him. He is farely much happier 
in this noble condefcenfion, and muft acquire 
a more perfedl knowledge of mankiiid, than 
if he kept himfelf aloof from his fubjefis, 
continually wrapt up In his own importdHCQ / 
and the Imperial far« 
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JL HE manners of this court are ccm* 
fiderably altered fince Lady Mary Wortlcy 
Montague was her^, particularly iince tbp 



mcceffion of the prefent Emprefs, whore 
onderftanding and affability have abridged 
many of the irkfoine ceremonials Ibrmerly 
ki ufe. Her fon's philofot^ical turri of mind, 
and the amiable and conciliating diara£lere - 
of her whole £imily» have no doubt tended 
to put Ibciety in general upon a more eafy 
and agreeable footing. 

People of different ranks now do bufinefs 

together with ea(e, and meet at public place! 

without any of thofe ridiculous difp a tes about 

precedency^ of which the ingenious Engli(h 

lady has given fuch lively dercriptbns.-— 

Yet trifling puhdilios are not fo completely 

fmnifhedy as, I imagine, the Emperor could 

wi(h, he himfelf being the lead pundilious 

perfon in his dominions :--^or there is cer- 

'tainly ftill a greater feparation than good 

-^fenfe would diredl, between the Tarious claffes 

of the fnbjeflks,— The fentiments of a people 

^jdiange very gradually, and it takes a courfe 

of years before reafon, or even the example 

of the Sovereign, can overcome oU cuftom 

and prejudices. 
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^ The higher, or ancient families, keep 
thcmfclves as diftinfl: from the inferior, or 
, «ewly-created nobility, as thefe do from the 
citizens : fo that it is very difficult for the 
inferior claffes to be in fociety, or to have 
their families much connected with thofe 
of the fuperior ranks. And, what is of more 
importance in a political fenfe, there are 
certain places of high truft in the government, 
which cannot be occupied by any but the 
higher order of nobility. . 

* Would you not think it difadvantageous 
for a government to keep a law in force 
which enaSs, that the offices in the ftate 
JWhich require the greateft abilities, fhould 
be filled from that clafs of the community 
in which there is the leaft chance of finding 
them ? — Perhaps the ufage above mentione4* 
is nearly equivalent to fuch a law. As for 
tthe peafants, who are entirely out of the 
jqueftion, they are, in many parts of the 
'EmperorV dominions, in a ftate of perfefit 
ilavery, and almoft totally dependant on thet 
proprietors of the land. 



' The ideas relative to drcfs fccm to have 
entirely changed fince Lady Mary's, time^ 
and if the drefs of the ladies be ftill as 
abfurd, it is at lead not fo (ingular ; for they, 
like the reft of Europe, have now adopted 
the Parifian modes. , • 

The prefent race of Auftrian ladies can 
differ in nothing more than they do in looks, 
from their grandmothers, who, if any of 
them were ftill alive, may be as beautiful at 
this day as they were when fhe wrote; 4bc. 
time itfelf could hardly improve that uglinefs, 
which, according to her, was in full bloom 
fixty years 'ago. I have not as yet enquired 
what method the parents have devifed to 
remedy this inconveniency ; but nothing it 
more certain than that it is remedied very 
effe6lua]|y; for at prefent . there is .no. fear* 
eity of female beauty at the court of Vienna*- 
This being the cafe, it is natural to im^-. 
gine that gallantry muft now. be more pre-; 
valent than when her ladyfliip . was here. 
But cxclufive of any. real difference, which 
may have happened in the fentiment^ of the 
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hdtes tbemfelvts, they are obliged to ohfktve 
an uncommon degree of drcamfpe£tioo in 
that particular, as nothing h more Iionous 
in the ejresof her Imperial Apoftolic Majefty. 
She feems to think that the ladies of her 
court, like the wife of Caefar, flioald not 
only be free fronl guih, but, what is ftiU 
snore difficult, free from fafpicion ; and 
llrongty marks by her manner, that (he is 
but too well informed when any piece of 
fcandal circulates to the prejudice of any of 
them. 

With regard to what Lady Mary callf 
fub- marriages, and of which ihe has gtvea 
ftich a curious account, I do not imagine 
they are common at prefenti m all the btti<> 
tude ofherdefcription. But it is not un«> 
common for married ladies here to avow 
the greateft degree of friendihip and at* 
tachment to men who are not their hufbands, 
and to lii^e with them In great intimacy, 
without hurting their reputation, or being 
fufpedled, even by their own fex, of baviiij^ 
deviated from the laws of modefty^ 



One evening at the Count Thiinc's, when 
there was a pretty nunierous company, I 
obferved one lady uncommonly fad, and eU'* 
quired of her intimate friend^ who happened 
robe there alfo, if (he knew the caafe of this 
fadnefs?— »-I do, replied (he; Mr. d c- -■■, 
"Whom (he love* very tenderly, ought to have 
been liere a month ago ; and laft night flie 
received a letter from him, informing her 
that he cannot be at Vienna for a month to 
£cme. But pray, faid I, does your frtend^s 
liufband know of this violent paffion fhe has 
fcrMtwde— — ? Yes, ycs> anfwered fhe^ 
lie knows it, and enters with the mod 
tender fympathy into her affli£lion ; he does 
all that can be expedled from an affe£tionate 
hufband to comfort and footlie his wife, 
afluring her that her love will wear away 
with time. But fhe* always declares that 
ihe has no hopes of this becaufe fhe feels 
it augment every day.^— Mais, au fond, con- 
tinued the lady, cela lui fait bien de la peine, 
parce que malheureufcment il aime fa femme 
k la folie. £( & femme, qui eft la meillenre ' 
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cr^atare du monde, plaint in&ntment fan 
pauvre mari ; careile a beaucoup d'amitie-et 
d'eftime pour lui ; — mals elle ne r9auro\t fe 
d^faire de cette malheureufe paffion pour 
MonC dc — . 

I was not in the lead furpriCed that a 
diiappointment of this nature (houldaffeGt 
a woman a little ; but I own it did aftonifii 
me that ihe fhould appear in public, oh 
fach an occafion, in all ^he oftentation of 
forrow, like a young widow vafn of her 
weeds. Here this paffion was lamented by 
her friends as a misfortune : in England, if 
I rightly remember, fucb misfortunes are 
generally imputed to people as crimes. 
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jL«£ Vifcount de Laval having propofed 
to me lately to make a fhort-tour with 
him into Hungary; I very readily con^ 
ii^nted, and we ar«ved at thit town jtOxx^ 
day morning. ' ' ' • , 

Prefburg, which is the cnprt^l of Lower 
Hungary, like Vienna, has fubuth^ more 
magnificent thanitfelf. In this city, the 
States of Hungary hold their afTemblies, and 
in the cathedral church the Sovereigii is 
crowned, u 

' The prefent Emprefs took refuge here 
when the EleAor of Bavaria was declared 
Emperor at Prague, when iht was abandoned . 
by her allies, and when France had planned . 
her deftru£tion; Her own ' magnanimity, • 
the generous-frreodihip of Great Britain,"and . 
the courage* of her 'Hangan^ian^-ftsbjetftsi <u 
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length reftored her fortunes^ and fecoreJ ta 
her family the fplendid iitaation they hold 
in Europe. 

What politician in 1741 could have 
thought, that in the courfe cyfafewyear^ 
the Emprefs would be in (Iri^ alliance with 
France^ and aire of her daughters feated on 
the throne of that kingdom ? -* Should a 
footfafayer of -Bofion prophefy, that John 
Hancock^ or his fon, will, foD(>e lim^ hence^ 
deh[iand in marriage a daughter of England^ 
^*-ptay, do.not lay an uncommon odds, that 
die thing will not happen. 

Monf. de Laval and I walked up ibis 
snorntng to the eaftle, which is a noble 
Gothic building, of a fquare form, with ^ 
tower at each corner. The regalia of Hun« 
gary» confifting of the crown and fceptre of 
St. Stephen, the firft king, are depo&ted 
here. Theieare carefully fecored by feven 
locks, the keys of which are kept by thft 
lame number of Hungarkm noblemen* Nd 
Pr'mce is held by the p<^ulace as legally 
their Sovotiga tiU he becroitncd with the 



dii^m of King Stephen ; and they have a 
ootton that the fate of their nation depends 
on this crown's remaining in their poffet* 
fion. Jc has therefore beea always removed 
in tunes of danger to places of the greateft 
iafety« 

* The Tark$, aware of the inftaenee of 
ftich a ^ejadice in the minds, of the vulgar^ 
have, tt IS (aid| made frequent attempts to 
feite this PaUadium — The fate of Hungary 
feems now t0 be pretty much decided; {q 
that exclofite of the value they pat upon the 
crown, as a felic of ^niulerable antiquity, 
the Hungarians need not be folicitoos whe* 
ther it remaiits in this caftle or in the Im* 
periai palace at Vienna* 

By tho conftitution of Hungary, the , 
crown is ftill held to be elective. This - 
point is not difputed. All that is infifted 
on isy that the heir of the Houie of Aus- 
tria IhaU be ele^d as often as a vacancy 
happens* 

The caftle of Prcfburg is the ufoal re* 
fidcfice ^ Prince Albert of SaxMy, who 
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married one of the Arch ducheffes, a very 
beautiful and accomplifhed Princefs. As 
M. de Laval and I entered one of the rooms, 
we obferved them at a window. We im- 
mediately ftarted back, and with drew, &ing 
in riding frocks and boots. Monf. de La- 
val had feen their Highneffes a few days 
before at Schonbrun, and thought they had 
been there ftill. The Princefs fent a polite 
meflage after ns by a fervant, who had 
orders to conduA us through every apart- 
ment of the caftle ; fhe herfelf ftept into 
another room, that we might fee that which 
flie left. 

All the Princeffcs of the Auftrian family 
are dift'mguiflied by an attentive and obligtag 
politenefs, which is the more remarkable, 
as thofe who live much ai courts often ac- 
quire a fpecies of politenefs which is by no 
means obliging. The fplendor and dif- 
tinflions of a court frequently infpire an 
overweening vanity, and have a peculiar 
tendtncy to /hake the fteadinefs of the fe- 
male underftanding. Court ladies in genera]^ 




MAXTNEKS HX TRAlTCB. 3oi 

bat particularly fuch as fubmit to be abje£t 
fycophants to Queens andj^rinccflcs, arc apt 
to render themfelves ridiculous by the arro- 
gant airs they aifume to the reft of the world, 
and while they ufurp the innipartance of 
royalty, fill the breafts of aJl who know them 
with as much deteftation as is confiftent with 
contenapt. 

The view from the citadel is very ex ten- 
five, commanding the vaft and fertile plains 
of Hungary. 

Having dincd'at the inn, and regaled 
ourfelves, at no great ex pence, with tokay, 
we went to viijt a villa at the diftance of 
four miles from Prefburg, belonging to a 
Hungarian nobleman. The hpufe is de- 
IlghtfuJJy fituatcd, ; — the gardens laid out a 
ittle too mahodicallyj but the park, and 
around, where Icfs art has been ufed, 
difj^lay a vaft luxuriancy of iiatural beauties. 
—While wandering over thefe, we entered 
a little wood in a very retired place ; as we 
advanced into this, we faw a veneraljle 
looking old man with a long beard, yvho, 
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Itretthing out hU hand^ feemed to invif«r 
us to an hermitage which we obferved 
bard* by. 

The Vifcottnt) impatient to Ctthivate the 
acquaintance of a peifon of fuch an hofpi«« 
cable appearance, ran before me toward him \ 
when he got up to htm, be flopped (hort ^% 
if furprifed, and then, to my utter aftonifh- 
ment, he raifed his foot with ev^ry mark of 
indignation, and gave the poor old hermit a 
' violent kick. 

1 do not remember that 1 was ever more 
ihocked ia my life ; 1 was at the fame timd 
quite confounded at an adion (o unworthy 
In itfclfj imd fo incompatible with the cha- 
ra&er of Monf. de Laval. — I was (bon re* 
conciied, however^ to the treatment the okl 
fellow had received, when I difcovered that 
this venerab!e perfonage was not the honeft 
Ihan we took him for, but a downright im- 
poftor, made of painted wood, and drefied 
in the robes of a hermit to deceive pailcn-* 
ger^. 



^ bver the door was an intcription from 
Horace—— 

Odi profanum valgus. ^ 

On the infide of the door——' 
Fata volentes ducunt, nolentes. f 

And in another part, within the her* 
mitage — 

Omnes eodem cogimur; omnium 
Omnes urna, ferius ocius^ 
Sors exitura, et nos in aeternum 
Exiliutn impohtura Cymbs. % 

There were alfo feveral infcriptions taken 
from Cicero, in favour of the fouPs im* 

* I abhor the pro&ne vulgan 
f Fate leads the.willing, and drags the unwilling| 
4 Thus all mud tread the path of fate. 
Thus even (hakes the mortal urn, 
Whofe lot embarks us, foon or late, 
On Charon*! boat, ah, never to r^rn ^ 

FRAMCSt. 
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Biortality, which I am forry I negledfed to 
tranfcribe.— We returned in the evening to 
this place, and are to fet out to-morrow 
for Prince Eflberhafie's. 
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Ti«ima. 

JJ.AVING left Prefburg, we travelled eight 
pofts acrofs a very fertile country to the 
palace of Efthcrhafie, the refidencc of the 
Prince of that name. He is the firft in 
rank of the Hungarian nobility, and one of 
the mod magniticent fubje<9ts in Europe. 
He has body-guards of his own, all genteel 
looking men, richly idrefled in the Hungarian 
manner* 
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The palace is a noble building, lately 
finlfhed, and fituated near a fine lake. The 
apartments arc equally grand and commo- 
dious: the furniture more fplendid than 
almoft any thing I have feen in royal palaces. 
In the Prince's own apartment there are 
fome curious mufical clocks, and one in the 
fhape of a bird, which whillles a tune every 
hour. 

Juft by the palace, there is a theatre for 
operas, and other dramatic entertainments, 
and in the gardens, a large room with 
commodious apartments for mafquerades 
and. balls. 

At no great dlftance^ there is another 
theatre exprefsly built for puppet-fhows. 
This is much larger and more commodious 
than moft provincial playhoufes, and I am 
bold to aflert, is the inofl. fplendid that has 
as yet been reared in Europe for that fpec4es 
of aitors. We regretted that we could not 
have the pleafure of feeing them perform; 
for they have the reputation of being the 
bcft comedians in Hungary. 
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We had the curio&ty to peep behln<l the 
cartain» and faw Kings^ Emperors, Turks^ 
and Chriftians^ all ranged verjr^ foc'iably 
together.—- King Solomon was obferved in a 
comer in a very fufpicious tete-a-tete with 
the Queen of Sheba. 

Among other curiofities, there is in the 
garden a wooden houfe, built upon wheels* 
It contains a room with a table, chairs, a 
looking- gla(s, chimney* and fire-place. 
There are alfe clofets, with many necc/Iarjr 
Accommodations.*— The Prince fometimes 
entertains twelve people in this vehicle, all of 
whom may eafiJy At round the table, and 
the whole company may thus take an airing 
together along the walks of the garden, and 
many parts of the park, which are as level 
as a bowling-green. The machine, when 
thus loaded, is eafily drawn by fix or eight 
horfes. 

Prince Eftherhafie having beard of M. de 
Laval's being in the garden, fent us an 
invitation to the opera, which was to be 
performed that evenings but » we 'had 



brought with us tio drefs proper for fuch an 
occafion, we were forced to decline this ob* 
l"»gi«g invitation. The Prince afterwards fcnt 
^ carriage in which we drove round the 
garden and parks. Thefe are of vaft extent^ 
and beautiful beyond defcription; arbors, 
£9iintains, walks, woods, hills, and^ valleys, 
being thrown together in a charming con- 
fufion.— -If yoo will look over Ariofto's 
defcription of the gardens in Alcina's 
enchanted ifland, you will have an idea of 
the romantic fields of £fl;herhalie, which are 
aifo inhabitedl>y the fame kind of animals* 

Tra le purparee rofe e i bianchi gigli, 
Cha tepid aura frefchi ognora ferba^ 
Sicuri (i vedean lepri e conigli ; 
£ cervi con la fronte alta e fuperba, 
Senza temer che alcun li uccida o pigli, 
Pafcouo^ e ftanfi ruminando Terba : 
£ Saltan daini e capri fnelti e deftri, 
Che fono in copia in quel luoghi campeftri.^ 

^ Wliile 'miclst the roses rtA and lilies llnr». 
Fdr ever surs'd hy kiaiU/ nffhjx'$ Mrftn 
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M. dc Laval was in raptures with the 
gardens of Eftherhafie. In the height of his 
admiration, I afked him, how they ilood 
in his opinion, compared with thofe of 
Vcrfailles? 

Ah, parbleu ! Monfieur, anfwered he, 
Verfailles ^toit fait expr^s pour n*Stre com- 
part a rien. — He acknowledged, however, 
with difficulty, that, except France, no 
other country he had feen was fo beautiful 
as this. 

Having wandered here many hours, we 
returned to the inn, where a fervant waited 
with Prince Eftherhafic*s compliments, and 
abalket Containing two bottles of Totey, 
and the. fame quantity of Champaign and 
of Old Hock. We lamented very fincerely, 
that we could not have the honour of 



The nimble hares, in wanton, mazes play'd, 
Alfd stately stags with branching antlers straj'd ; 
Without the fear of hostile hand, they stood ' 
To crop, or ruminate their grassy food. 
The .wild goau frolick.*, jeap ^the nimble dtfer. 
That ia thit mral places in troops appear. 
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waitiflg on this very magni&cent Prince, 
and thanking him p,erfona]Iy for fo much 
politenfs. 

• A compagny of Italian fingers and a<%or9 
were then at the inn, and preparing for the^ 
opera. Great preparations were making for 
the entertainment of the Emprefs and all 
the Court, who are foon to make a vifit of 
feveral days to Eftherhafie. Though the 
Imperial family, and many of the nobility, 
are to lodge in the palace, yet every corner 
of this large and commodious inn is already 
befpoke for the company which are invited 
upon that occafion. 

' Hungary is a very cheap country, the 
land being infinitely fertile; and in fome 
jp laces producing the mod efieemed grapes 
in Europe. It is beautiful with lakes, the 
windings of the Danube, and many ftreams 
which flow into that fine river. In the 
woods of Hungary are bred a race of horfes 
the moft a£tive, hardy, and fpirited, for 
* their fize, in the world, Thefe have been 
found very ufeful in war, and the huffars, 
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or light dragoons of the Auftrian armyy are 
mounted on them. 

The men in lj[angary are remark:d)if 
handfeme and well-fliaped. Their appear- 
ance is ioproved by their drefs, vrhkh yoa 
know is pecoliar, and very becoming*. 

Lady M. W. Montague aflerts, that the 
Hungarian women are far more beautiful 
than the Auftrian. For my part/ I think 
of women, as M«' de Laval does of Ver* 
failles : — - that they are not to be compared 
with any thing, not even with one an6« 
ther. And therefore, without prefuming 
to take a comparative view of their beauty, 
it may be remarked in general, that where 
the men are handfome and well-made, it 
. is natural to fuppofe, jthat the women will 
poflefs the fame advantages; fo^ parents 
generally beftow as much attention to the 
making of their daughter's as of their 
Tons. In confirmation of which doctrine, 
I can aflure you, that I have feen as band- 
fome women as men in Hungary, an<| 
one of the prettieft women, in my opiaiony 
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It prefent.at the Court of Vienna, is a 
Hungarian, 

None of the Etnprefs's fubje£t$ are taxed 
fo gently, or enjoy fo many privileges, as 
the Hungarians. This is partly owing to 
the grateful reaiembrance fbe has of their 
loyalty and attachment in the days of her 
diftrefs. But although this fentiment were 
not fo ilrong in her bread as it really is, 
there ar& political reafons for continuing to 
them the fame exemptions and privileges; 
for nothing can be more dangerous than dif- 
obliging the inhabitants of a frontier coun- 
try, which borders on an inveterate enemy. 
«— Nor could any thing pleafe the Turk^ 
more, than to find the hearts oHhe Hun* 
garians alienated from the houfe of Aus- 
tria, 

I found this country, and the company 
of M. de Laval, fo very agreeable, that I 
fliould have been happy to have extended 
oor excurfion farther ; but he is obliged to 
fet oat fpon for Chamberry to pay his duty 
to the Comte d'Artois^ who ii expeift^d 
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there to wait on his future fpoufe, tba 
Princefs of Savoy. We therefore returned 
by the direct road from Eftherhaj^e to 
Vieiina. 
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Vienna* 

1^0 the fate of poor — is finally decided^ 
and he now finds, that to be ruined i» 
not a matter of fo much indifference as 
he once imagined. 1 neither fee the pof-_ 
libility of his extricating himfelf from his 
prefent di£Eicutties, nor in what manner he 
will be able to fupport them. Accuftomed 
fo every luxurious indulgence, how can 
he bear the inconveniencies of poverty? — 
Diifipated and inattentive from his child- 
hood, how can he make any exertion for 

himfelf? 



himfelf ? — His good-huaiour, genteel figure, 
aad pliant difyofition, made bim^ well re- 
ceived by all. — While he iformcd no cx- 
pe(Sltat4ons from their friendfliip, his com- 
pany feemed particularly acceptable to foitie 
who anc at prefent in power : whether it 
will be equall-y fo now, wl>en he has no- 
thing elfe til depend «n, is to be tried. 
And I really 4iiink it as well for him 
that rt be tried now, as five or fix years 
hence. 

This calamity has been long forefeen. — 
There feemed to be almofl: a neceffity that 
it ihould happet) fooner or later; for he 
had neither caution, plan, tior objeiSl in his 
gaming. — He Continued it from habit 
alone. Of aU mfinkind, he was the lead 
covetous of exc€flive wealth ; and exclufive 
of gaming, he always lived within his in^ 
come, not fixim a tlefire of faving money, 
but merely becaufe he had no tafte for great 
ex pence.— How often have we feen him 
lofe immenie foms to thofe who could never 
have paid the half, bad he happened to 

VOL. II. o 
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Win it : and to feme of whom he had 
lent the money which enabled them to 
ftake againft him ? 

There are many carelels young men of 
great fortunes, who game in the fame 
ftyle, and from no other motives than 
thofe of our unhappy friend. — What is 
the confequence ? — The money circulates 
for a while among them, but remains 
finally with perfons of a very diderent 
chara£lcr. — I Aall not fuppofe that any of 
the very fortunate gameflers we have been 
acquainted with, have ufed thofe means 
to correft fortune which arc generally 
reckoned fraudulent. 1 am fully per- 
fuaded, they are feldomer pra&ifed in the 
clubs in London, than in any other gam- 
ing focicties in the world. — Let all flight 
of hand, and every fpecies of downright 
{harping, be put out of the queftion ; but 
ftiil we may fuppofe, that among a great 
number of carelefs mattentive people of 
fortune, a few wary, cool, and ftirewd 
men arc mingled, who know how to con- 
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ceal real caution and clefign under appa* 
rent inattention and gaiety of manner;— 
who have a perfefib command of them- 
felves, pufli their luck when fortune fmiles, 
and refrain when (lie changes her difpofi- 
tion : — who have calculated the chances, 
and underftand every game where judg- 
ment is required. 

If there are fuch men, is not the pro- 
bability of winning infinitely in their fa- 
vour? — Does it not amount to almoft as 
great a certainty as if they had a£tually 
loaded the dice or packed the cards ? — I 
know you Jive in the habit of intimacy 
with feme who anfwer to the above dc- 
fcription ; and I h^ve heard you fay, that 
however fortunate ihcy may have been, you 
were fully convinced that nothing can be 
fairer than thefr manner of playing. I ac- 
cufe them of taking no other advantages than 
thofe above-mentioned ; but I appeal to your 
own experience, — pray recolledl, — and I am 
greatly miftaken, if you will not find, that 
by far the greater part of thofe who have 
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made fortanes by play, and have kept tbem 
when made, are men of cool, cautious, 
fhrewdy and felfifh charaAeri. 

If any of thefe very fortunate people were 
brought to a trial, and examined by what 
means they had accumulated fuch (urns, 
while fo many others had entirely loft, or 
greatly impaired their fortunes (if the wort! 
efprit be allowed to imply that artful fnpe- 
riority which belongs to their charadcrs), 
they might anfwer in the words of the wife 
of Concini Marechal d'Ancre, when (he wsjs 
aiked what charm ihe had made ufe of to 
fafcinate the mind of the Queen r — De 
Tafcendant, fhe replied, qu*an efprit fup^* 
rieur a toujours fur desefprits* foibles*— Cer- 
tainly there can be no greater weaknefs, 
than for a man of independent fortune to 
g^me in fach a manner as to rjiik lofing it, 
for the chance of doubling or tripling his 
income : becaufe the additional happine(s 
arifing from any fuppofable addition of 
wealth, can never be within a thou (and de- 
grees fo great, as the. raifcry which wouldbe 
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tUt con&qu^iice of his being ftrippcd of his 
original fortune. 

This confuleration alone^ one would ima- 
gine, might be fufficient to deter any reafo- 
nable man from a conduct fo weak and ab« 
fard : yet there arc other coniiderations 
which give much additional weight to the 
argument : — the difmal tCkSU which, the 
continued pra£lice of gaming has fometimes 
been obferved to produce in the difpoAtion 
of the mind,' and the i«oft efiential parts of 
the charaSer, deftroying every idea of oeco- 
nomy, engrofling the whole time^ under- 
mimng the beft principles/ perverting the 
qualities of the heart, rendering men callous 
to the ruin of acquaintances, and partakers, 
with a favage infenfibility, in the fpoiU of 
their unwary friends. 

The peculiar inftances whh which you 
and I are acquainted, where the long conti- 
nued habit of deep play has had no fuch 
efFedls, are proofs of the rooted lionour and 
integrity of certain individuals, and may 
ferve as exceptions to a general rule, but* 
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cannot be urged as argaments agalnft the 
ufual tendency of gaming. If men of for- 
tune and character adopted the pracSlice of 
gaming upon any principle of reafoniog, 
there might be a greater probsdDility of 
their being reafoned out of it : but moft of 
them begin to game, not with any view or 
fixed plan of increafing their wealth, bat 
merely as a fafhlonable amufement, or per- 
haps by way of /bowing the liberality 
of their fpirit, and their contempt for 
money. 

I would not be very pofitive, that fomc 
of them have not miftaken for admiration 
that furprife which is expreCTed when any 
perfon has loft an immenfe fum. And this 
miftake may have given them lefs repug- 
nance to the idea of becoming the objefts of 
admiration in the fame way. Afterwards 
endeavouring to win back what they had 
fo idly loft, the habit has grown by de- 
grees, and at length has become their foJe 
refource from the wearinefs which thofe 
born to great fortunes, and who have not 
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ear/y in life acquired feme faculty of amuf- 
ing themfelves, are more prone to fall into 
than others. Men born to no fuch expe£la« 
tions, whatever their natural difpoiltions 
may be, are continually roufed from indo- 
lence by avocations which adii^it of.no de^ 
lay. The purfuit of that independence, for 
which almoft every human bofom fighs, 
and whofe value is unknown only to thofe 
wha have always poflefTed it, is thought a 
neceflary^ and is often found an agreeable 
employment to the generality of mankind. 
This, with the other duties of life, is fuffi- 
cient to engrofs their time and thoughts, and 
guard them from the pains and penalties of 
idlenejs. 

As the purfuit of wealth is fuperfluous 
in men of rank and fortune, fo it would be 
unbecoming their fituation. Being de* 
prived of this, which is fo great an objedt 
and refource to the reft of mankind, they 
ftand in more need of fomethlng to fupply 
its place. I know of nothing which can 
fo completely, and with fo much propriety,^ 
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have this cfleA, as a tafte for fetters, and 
lore of fcence. I therefore think thefe 
are more efientialiy neceffary to the kappi* 
ntb of people of high rank and great for* 
toney than to thofe in confined circum* 
ftaoces. 

If independence be defired with nniverfal 
ardour hy mankind, the road of fcience is 
neither the moft certain^ nor the fliorteft 
way to attain it, * But thofe who arc alieady 
in pofleffion of this, have infinite need of 
die other to teach them to enjoy their inde- 
pendence with dignity and fatisfaAion, and 
to prevent the gifts cf fortvmc from beco- 
ming fources of mifery inftead of happtnefe* 
if they are ambitious, the cultivation of let- 
ters, by adorning their minds, and enlarging 
their faculties, will fecilitate their plans, and 
render them more fit for the high fitoations 
to which they afpire. If they are devoid 
of ambition, they have ftill more occafion 
for fome of the porfuits of fcience, as re- 
fources againft the languor of retired or in- 
wEtive life.—- Quod fi non hie tantus frudus 



eftenderetar, et fi ex his ftudiis deledatio 
fola peteretttr; umen, ut opinor, banc an'i- 
ml remifHonem, bumaniffimam ac libera- 
lUfimaoi judicaretis. 

This love of letters, confidercd merely as 
an amufement, and to fiU up agreeably 
the vacant hours of life, I believe to be 
more eflentially necefiary to men of great 
fortune than to thofe who have norn; ;-^to 
men without ambition, than to thofe who 
are animated by that adlive paffion ; and to 
the gen^eraltty of Engliflimen more than to 
the natives of either GermaiTy or France.— ^ 
The Germans require very little variety. 
They can bear * the languid vniiformity of 
life always with patience, and often with 
fatifefadlion. They difplay an equanimity 
under diTguft that is quite aftonifliing. — 
The French, though not fo celebrated for 
patience, arex)f all mankind the leaft liable 
to defpondence. Public affairs, fo apt to 
difturb therepofeof many worfhipfui citizens 
of London, never give a Frenchman unea- 
fincfs. If the arm's of France are fuOcefsfuI, 
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he rejoices with all his heart ;— if they arc 
unfortunate, he laughs at the commanders 
with ail his foul. If his miClrefs is kind, he 
celebrates her goodnefs, and commends her 
tafte ; — if tfie is cruel, he derides her folly 
in the arms of another. 

No people ever were fo fond of amufe- 
menty and fo eafily amufed. It feems to 
he the chi<f objedt of their lives; and they 
contrive to draw it from a thoufand fources, 
in which no other people ever thought it 
could be found. I do not know where I 
ine( with the following lines ; they are 
natural and eafy, and {eem exprclBve of the 
CQndu& and fentiments of the whole French 
nation. 

M*amnfer, n'importe comment, 
Fait toute ma philofophie. 
Je crois ne perdre aucun moment 
Hors le moment ouje m'ennuie; 
Et je tiens ma tSche finie. 
Pourvu qu*ainfi tout douccment ; 
Je me defafie de la vie. 



r 
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Our countrymen who have applied to 
letters, have profecutcd every branch of 
fcience as fuccefsfully as any of their neigh- 
bours. But thofe of them who ftudy mere 
amufement, independent of literature of any 
kind, certainly have not been fo happy in 
their refearches as the French. Many things 
which entertain the latter, fcem frivolous 
and infipld to the former. The Englifh 
view objefts through a darker medium. 
Lefs touched than their neighbours with the 
gaieties, they are more atFedted by the vexa- 
tions of life, under which they are too ready 
to defpond. They feel their fpirits flag with 
the repetition of fcenes which at firft were 
thought agreeable. This ftagnation of animal 
fpirits, from whatever caufeit arifes, becomes 
itfelf a caufe of defperate refolutions, and 
debafing habits. 

A man of fortune, therefore, who can 
acquire fuch a reliih for fcience as will 
make him rank its purfuits among his 
amufements, has thereby made an acqui- 
fition of more impor tance to Jais happinefs, 
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than if he had acquired another eftate eqval 
in value to his firft. I am almoft convinced, 
that a tafle of this kind is the only thing 
which can render a man of fortune ^efpe- 
cially if his fortune be very large) tolerab/y 
independent and ealy through Kfe. Which- 
foever of the roads of fcience he loves to 
follow, his curiofity will continually be kept 
aWake. An inexhauftible variety of intercfting- 
objects will open to his view, — his mind will 
be replenifhed with ideas, — and even when* 
the purfuits of ambition become infipid, he 
will ftill have antidotes again ft taedium, and- 
(other things being fuppofed equal) the beft 
chance of paffing agreeably through lifc^ that 
the uncertainty of human events allows to 
man. 
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LETTER ex. 



Vienna. 

In your laft, you (how fuch a paffion for 
anecdote, and feera fo defirous of my infiftmg 
on manners and characters, that I fear you 
will not be pfeafed with my laft long epiille 
upon a fubjefl entirely remote from what 
you demand. But you muft remember, that 
you were warned from the beginning of this 
correfpondence, that I would retain ih6 
privilege of digreffing as often a^ I pleafed, 
and that riiy letters fhould frequently treat 
of what I thought, as well as what I faw. 
However, this fhall confift entirely of fights. 
The firft I fliall mention was exhib.ted 
foon after our arrival at Vienna. This was 
the feaft of St. Stephen, at which the 
Emperor dined iri public with the knights; 
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He was at the head of the table; his 
brother and brother-in-law next him, and 
the other knights fat according to feniority. 
The Arch-ducheflcs, with fome of the 
principal ladies of the court, were at a 
balcony within the hall to fee this cere- 
mony. — The Emperor and all the knights 
were drefled in the robes of the order* 
The Hungarian guards, with their (abres 
drawn, furrounded the table. 

The honour of ferving the Emperor at 
this folemnity belongs entirely to the Hun- 
garians* When he called for drink, a 
Hungarian nobleman poured a little of the 
wine into a cup and tafted it ; he after- 
wards , filled another, which he prefcnted 
with one knee touching the ground. The 
Emperor often fmiled upon this nobleman 
as he went through the ceremony, and 
feemed to indicate, by the whole of his 
behaviour, that he confidered fuch fubmif- 
five bendings of one man to another, as 
greatly mifpbced, and that he fuiFered this 
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mummery merely in compliance with an- 
cient cuflom. 

There was great crowding to fee this 
feaft, and it was not without diflScuIty 
I got admiffion ; though, after all, there 
was nothing to be fecn; but fome wcll- 
dreffed men, who ate an exceeding good 
dinner with tolerable appetite. 

Since the feaft of St. Stephen, we have 
been witneffes to the annual ceremony in 
commemoration of the defeat of theTuikifli 
army, and the raifing the fiege of Vi- 
enna by John Sobiefki, King of Poland. 
The Imperial family, and the principal no- 
bility of both fexes, walked in folemh pro 
ceflion, and heard mafs at the church of 
St. Stephen on this occafion. In the 
middle of the ftreet, leading from the 
palace to the church, a platform was 
raifed, upon which the company, wlio 
formed the procefiion, walked. — ^The ftreets 
were lined with the Imperial guards, and 
the windows and tops of the houfes were 
crowded with fpeftators. — The Duke of 
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Hamilton and I found a very good (ituat/on 
at a window with the Venetian ambadfador. 

This ceremony would have been too 
fatiguing for the Emprefs : — She therefore 
did not attend: — Tjie Emperor, the Arch- 
dukes and Duchefies, with all the nobilitjc^ 
did. A prodigious train of bifbops, priefts, . 
and monks, followed > and a numerous band 
of mufic played as they went along. 

As this is a day of rejoicing, the richeft 
and gayeft drefles are thought the moft ex- 
preffive of the pious gratitude becoming 
fuch an occa&on. The ladies difplayed 
their devotion io the moft brilliant manner. 
Their minds, however, were not fo much 
exalted by heavenly contemplations, as to 
be above taking notice of their earthly 
acquaintances at the windows, whom they 
regaled wkh fmiles and nods as they walked 
along. 

Next day the Imperii! family dined in 
public, and many people went to fee them. 
I was not of the number, though nobody 
can more iincerely wi{b them the enjoyment 



•f all the comforts of life. I know not 
on what prieciple the Royal Family in 
France^ ^nd ocher countries in Europe, 
have adopted the cuftom of eating in pub- 
lic» They cannot imagine, that the fee- 
ii^ them chew and fwallow their vi<£luals 
ean create a vaft deal of admicatlon in the 
beholders. It would certair^ly be taken for 
granted^ that they could perform thefe nc- 
ceSary foni^ions, although a cloud of wit- 
nefles were not admitted to confirm the 
U&* If thefe exhibitions are defigned for 
the ei^tertainment of ihe fubjeifts, a thou- 
bnd coxtUt' be thought of more amufing 
to them ; for however interefting the part 
of an SMSior at a feaft may be, that of ai 
fpe<Sbtor is furely one of the mod infipid 
that can be imagined. 

But the fame evening there was a grand 
mafquerade at Schonbrun, which was more 
generally araufing. —Four thoufand tickets 

were diftributed on this occafion, A 

krge party of dragoons were placed along 
the road frmn Vienna, to keep the coachet 



330 TIEW OF SOaETY AND 

in a regular line, and to prevent confoiioo^ 
The principal rooms of this magnificent 
palace were thrown open for the reception 
of the company. In three large halls on the 
ground-floor, tables were covered with a 
cold collation of all kinds of fowls, ham, 
and cpnfedlions, witli pine apples and every 
fort of fruit. Thefe, with Old Hock, Cham- 
psgne, and other kinds of wine, were fervcd 
with readinefs andprofufion to all whoafked 
for them. 

At the end of the large dining-room, 
there was a raifed feat for the Emprefs, 
and fome ladies who. attended her. Here 
a grand Ballet was danced by the Arch-duke, 
the Arch-ducheffes^ the Princefs of Mo- 
dena, and fome of the chief nobility, to 
the number of twenty-four. The dancers, 
both male and female, were dreffed in white 
filk, flounced with pink coloured ribands, 
and enriched with a vail .profufion of 
diamonds. 

This Ballet was performed three times 
at prjOi>er intervals. Thofe who had feca 



it once, paffcd into the gallery, and other 
apartments, giving way to a new fet of 
fpe6tators. In the garden, on a fifing 
ground oppofite to the palace windows, a 
temporary fabric was ereSed in the form 
of a large and raa^gnificent temple. Thi» 
was illuminated by an incredible number 
of lamps, and gave the appearance of a 
very extraordinary piece of architcdlure, 
which continued flaming through the whole 
night, and had a very fine cflFcdl, viewed 
from Vienna, and other places at a greater 
d.ftance. 

The Emperor mixed with the company 
without ceremony or diftinQion, taking no 
part himfelf but as a fpedtator. He Was 
convetfing in the middle of the hall, in the 
mod familiar manner, with an Englifli 
gentleman, without obferving, that the third 
Ballet was going to be danced, when the 
mafterofthe ceremonies whifpered him in 
the ear. — The Emperor, feizing the Eng- 
Ijfhman by the arm, faid Allons, Monfieur, 
on nous chaffer— il faut fe retirer ; and im- 
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mediately walked into anotherToom, to give 
place to others who had not yet feen the 
dance. 

This very fplendid entertainment was 
given to the Arch-duke, and the Piincefs 
of Modena, whofe ufifei refideoce is at 
Milan. — The Emprefs, thus furrounded by 
her ofispring, appeared cheerful and happy, 
— She fcemed to enjoy the vivacity, and 
fympatl^fe with, the gaiety, of the company, 
— Sie is greatly beloved by her own children, 
and by her fubje&i in general, whom (he alfo 
confiders a$ her children in a greater degree 
than is irfua! for fovereigns. 

It is at) error to imagine, that great de» 
\t>tioi> has a tendency to four the temper : 
though it mad acknowledged, that it 
has not always the power of fweetening 
the very auftere trunks on which it i&fom&- 
times grafted; but in a chara^er naturally 
benevolent, every good difpofition will be 
(Irengtbened and animated by real piety. 
Of this I have feen a thoufand inflances, 
ao^ I believe her Imperial Majefly affords one. 
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LETTER XCI. 



'Vienaa. 

X HE Emperor is of a middle fizc, weil- 
tnade, and of a feir complexion. He has a 
confiderable refemblance to his fifter, the 
Queen of France, which, in my opinion, is 
faying a great deal in favour of his looks. 
—Till I faw fomething of his ufual beha- 
viour, I did not think it poffible for a perfon 
in fuch an elevated fituation, to put every 
body v^rith whom he converfed upon fo eafy 
a footing. 

His manner, as I have often mentioned, 
Js affile, obliging, and perfeAiy free from 
the refcrved and lofty deportment affumed by 
fome on account of high birth. Whoever 
has the honoar to be in company with him, 
fo far from bemg checked by fuch defpicabfc 
pride, has need to be on hi« guard, not to 
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adopt fuch a degree of familiarity as, what- 
ever the condefcenfion of the one might 
permit, woald be highly improper in the 
other to ufc. 

He is regular in his way of life^ moderate 
in his pleafures, fteady ijj^i^ plans, and dili- 
gent in his bufinefs. He is fond of his 
army, and inclines. that the foldiers (hould 
have every comfort and necelTary cpndftent 
with their (ituation. He is certainly an 
ceconomift, and lavifhes very little money 
on ufelefs pomp, mifireiTes, or favourites ; 
and it is, I fuppofe, on no better foundation 
than this, that his enemies accufe him of 
avarice. 

I cannot help regarding ceconomy as one 
of the moft ufeful qualities in a prince. lA- 
berality, even when puihed to an imprudent 
length,, may, in. a private perfon, proceed 
from a kind of greatnefs of mind, becairie 
his fortune is in every fenfe his own, and 
he can injure nobody but h imfelf la- 
vifliing it away. — He knows that when 
it is gone, nobody will reimburfe him for 
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his extravagance. — He feems» therefore, 
to have taken the refoiution to fubmit to 
the ineonveniency of future poverty, ra- 
ther than renounce the prefent happincft 
of a£ling with a magnificent liberality, 
and beftowing on others more than he can 
afford. 

This is not the cafe with a prince. — 
What he fquanders is not his own, but the 
public money. — He knows that his pomp 
and fptendour will be kept up, and that his 
fuhjedb, not he, are to feel the inconvenien- 
c'les of his prodigality. When I hear, there- 
fore, that a King has given great fums of 
money to any particular pet fon ; from the 
fums given, the perfon who receives it, the 
motive for the gift, and other circumftances, 
I can judge whether it is well or ill difpofcd 
of; but in either cafe, it cannot be called 
generofity. 

The virtue of generofity confifis in a 
man's depriving himfelf of fomething for the 
fake of another. • There can be no genero- 
fity in giving to John what James muft re- 
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place \he next moment. What ts called 
generofity in Kings, Tciy often coniifts in 
beflowing that money oil the idle part of 
their fubjcAs whidi they have fqneezed 
firom the induftrious. I haiire heard a parcel 
of fiddlers and opera dancers praiie a Prtnoe 
for his noble and generous 'behaviour to 
them, while men nedr his perfoa, of ufeful 
talents and real worth, were dVftreOed for 
bread. — The emperor certainiy has none of 
.that kind of generofity. 

His ufual drefe (the only one indeed in 
which I ever faw him, except at the feaft of 
the Knights of St. Stephen) is a pJain uni- 
form of white faced with red. — When be 
goes to Laxenburg, Schonbran, and other 
places near Vienna, he generally drives two 
horfes in an open chaife, with a fewant be- 
hind, and no other attendant of any kiiid.-— 
He very feldom allows the guard to turn out 
as he pafles through the gate.— Nobody ever 
h«d a ftronger difpofition to judicious in- 
quiry ; he is fond of converfing. with inge- 
nious people,— When he hears of any per- 

foH , 
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hfit of whatever rank or coentry , being diftin- 
guiflied for any part tcu tar talent, he ts eager 
to converfe with him, and tarns the con* 
rerfation to the fubjeA on w^bich that perfen 
u thought to excel) drawing (roni hrm all 
the ttfefui informration he can. Of all the 
means- of knowledge, this is perhaps the 
moft powerful, and the mod proper that 
csm be afed by one whofe more neceffary 
occttpatiocis do not leave him much time for 
ftudy. 

He feems to be of opinion, that the va«i- 
nity and ignorance of man^ Princes are 
frequently owing to the forms in which 
th«y are in^Psnched, and to their being 
deprived of the advantages which the reft of 
mankind enjoy from a free comparifon and 
exchange of fentiment* He is convinced, 
that uniefs a King can eontrive to live in 
feme fecieties on a footing of equality, and 
dan vr^gh his own nnicrit, without throwing 
his guards and pomp into the fcale, it Would 
be difficult for htm to know either the world 
or himfelf* / 

VOL. II. p 
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One cyenmg at the Countefs Walfteiir''$=, 
the converfotion Jeading that way, the 
Emperor enumerated fome remarkable and 
ludicrous inftances.of the.inconveniencies of 
etiquette, which had occurred at a certain 
court. One perfon prefcnt hinted at the 
eflFeAual means his Majefty had ufed to 
batrifh every inconveniency of that kind 
from the Court of Vienna. To which he 
leplicd, It would he hard indeed, if, becaufc 
I have the ill-fortune to be an Emperor, I 
feould be deprived of the pleafures of foclal 
life, which arc fo much to my tafte. AH 
the grimace and parade to which people in 
my fituation are accuftomed from their 
cradle, have not made me fo vain,* as to 
imagine that I am in any effential quality 
fuperior to other men; and if I had any 
tendency to fuch an opinion, the fureft way 
to get rid of it, is the method I take, of 
mixing in fociety, where I have daily occa- 
fions of finding myfelf inferior in talents to 
thofe I meet with. Confcious of this, it 
would afford me ho enjoyment to affumc 



airs of a ftipcriority which I feel .does not 
exifl. I endeavour therefore to pleafe, and 
to he pkafed ; and as much as the incon- 
teniency of my (ituation will permit to 
enjoy the bleffings of fociety like other men, 
convinced' that the man who is fecluded 
from thofe, and raifes himfelf above friend* 
fliip, is alfo raifed above happinefs, and 
deprived of the means of acquiring know- 
ledge. 

This kind of language is not uncomtnon 
with poor philofophers ; but I infiagine it 
is rarely held by Princes, and the inferences 
to be drawn from it more rarely pot in 
pra£lice. 

A few days after this, there was an ex« 
hibition of fire-v/orks on the Prater. This 
is a large park, planted with wood, and 
furrounded by the Danube, over which 
there is a wooden bridge. ' No^ carriages 
being allowed to pafs, the company leave 
their coaches at one end, and walk. There 
is a narrow path railed off on one fide of 
the bridge. Many people very injudicioully 
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look this path, to which there is an eafy 
entr^Ke at one ends but the exit is difficolc at 
the other ; for only one perfon can go oat 
at a time. The path therefore was very (boa 
cbe«ked up; the unfortonate paflengers 
crept on at a (hail's pace, and in the mod 
Araitoned aod disagreeable manner imagi* 
nable ; vrliilft thofe who had kept the wide 
liadii in the middle €tf the bridge,- like 
the fortunate and wealthy in their journey 
thrm^ iiCr^ moved along at their cafe, 
totaUy regardlefii of the wretched circuixw 
Aances of tkeif foUo^r^pafleagcrs. 

Someiewofllieprifoiiers in the narrow 
paflage who were of a fmail fize, and uo* 
cooHBion addrafty crawled under the rail» and 
get into tho^road walk m the middles but 
all wlki were taU» and of a larger make, were 
obfiged to remmn i^d fobmtt to their fate. 
An Engiifliaiaii, liho had been at the 
Conmcft Waiftein's wben the Emperor tx* 
prefied himiielf as above mentioned^ was of 
the hft dafs. The Emperor, as he paflec}, 
{feeing ll^ thofe of a fmaU jize extricaud 
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tlicmfclves, while the Englifhman remained 
fiiccd in a very awkward fitoatrt^n, called oiitj 
Ah, Monfieur ! Je vous aie bicn anndnc^ 
.combien il eft incommode d'etre <rop^r«i«/. 
—A prcfent vous devc« etre bicn -de nion 
avis ;— Mais comme je ne puis rien taire 
pour voas foulager, je vods recommatidc 4~ 
Saint George. 

There are people, who havtfig heard of 
the Emperor's uncommon affab«Uty> and of 
h4« total contempt of pdmp and psrade, of 
¥^hich the bulk of mankind are fo mudi 
enamoured, have aflerted, that the whole k 
affection. But if the whple tenor of any 
perfon's words and a&ions is to be confidered 
as afFedlation, I do not know by what mean$ 
we are to get at the bottom of his real cha- 
ra<3er. Yet people who have a violent tafte 
for any particular thing, ai-e extremely ready 
to believe, that thofe who have not the fame 
tafte are afFe£ted. 

I do not remember that I ever told you, 

that our friend R , who loves his bottle 

above all things, and who, I believe, efteems 
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yoa<Ax>veaU men, let me into a part of y oar 
charader of which I never had the fmaileft 
fufpidon. 

One day after dinner, when a couple of 
bottles had awakened his friendfhip, and 
laid open his heart, he took it into his head 
to enumerate your good qualities, and con- 
cluded the lift, by faying, that you were no 
mtlk-fop. — i know what that expreflioa 
imports in the mouth of R I therefore 

flartcd, and faid, I had feldom feen yoa 
drink above three glafles at a time in my 
life.^Nor I^ faid he ; but take my word for 
It, he is too honeft a fellow not to Jove good 
wine, and I am certain his fobriety is ail 
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LETTER XCIL 

' Tiennav 

1 Returntd very lattly from Prince Lich- 
tenftcin's houfe at Felberg in Auftrb, where 
I pafled a few days very agreeably. The 
Lichtenftein family is one of thefirft in this 
xrountry, whether confidered in point of an- 
fiquity, wealth, o^r dignity. This Prince, 
j^efides his lands in Auftria, has confiderable 
cftates in Bohemia, Moravia, and that part 
of Silefia which belongs to the Emprefs, 
Like Prince Eftherhafie, he has body guards 
in his own pay. I believe no other fubjefls 
in Europe retain this drftinfikion. 

Felberg is^ a fine old manfion, about forty 
miles from Vienna. - The apartments are' 
large, convenient, and furniflied in the mag- 
nificent (lyle which prevails in the noble- 
men's hoofes of this country. The com- 
jj^y confifted of the Prince and Princefe^ 
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the Count Degenfeldt and his lady, a very 
accompUflied woman ; the Duke of Hamil- 
ton, Mr. Milnes an Englifh officer, another 
Engliih gentleman, and myfelf. Our en- 
tertainment 'was in every refpeft fplendid^ 
particniarly in the article of attendants. 
§ame of the Aufirian nobility carry thb 
point of magnificence to a height, which 
ooaU fcaroely be fupportedby the beft eftates 
in Efighnd, where one footman h flooreez- 
pcofive thaii four in this co4jntry. 

The day after our arrival, teeakfaft was 
(erved ,to the company, (epaiately 'n dieir 
own apartincntg,as is^the cuAom here. We 
afterwards fet oot foraaonher viilabeioi^ing 
to this Prince, at fix miles di&ance, where 
he intended to give the Duke the amtHe* 
mcnt of hunting. The PriDcefs, the Coisn- 
teis Degenfeldt, the Duke, and Captain MiU 
lies, were in one coach i the Prince, the 
Count, and I^ in anodier ; the two young 
FfincQS, Pi'irk their j^veraor ^nd the young. 
Eeglifli gentleman^ in a third, with a great 
retinue on horfeback. 
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As the day ww well advanced when we 
a>rrived, I imagined the hunting 'W<<nild begin 
knmedtately :— but every thing is Ajue with 
method and good order in this country, and* 
it was yadgei proper to dine in the firft place, 
Tbisindue time being concluded, Ithoaght 
the men would have proceeded dire6Uy to 
the (bene of a<dion, tearing the ladies til! 
their return. — But here I found myfeflf again 
miftaken : — the ladies were to afl&ft in the 
whole of this expedition. But as there was 
a necefiity to traverfe a large wood, into 
which coaches could not eater, vehicles of 
a more commodious condrtK^ion were prcr 
pared. I forget what name is given to tliefc 
carriage^. They are of the fprm of benches, 
with fluffed feats, upon which fix ox cighf 
people may place themftlves oae: behind th<? 
ptber. They a^e dr^wn by four horfe^j 
and Aide over th^ ground Ike a fledge^ 
palling along paths and tracktefs ways, 
over which no wbed-ca<rriage could b« 
drawn. 

After being conveyed in this manner acrofs 
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the wood, and a' conGderable way beyond it^ 
we came to a very large open field, in which 
there were fevcral httle circular tnclofares 
of ^trees and underwood at wide intervals 
from each other. — ^This hunting had hitherto 
been -attended with very little fatigue; for 
we had been c^ied the whole way ilt 
coaches, or on the fledges, which are flill 
eafier than any coach. In fhort, we had 
been perfeAly paffive lince breakfaft, except 
during die time of dmner* 

But when we arrived at this large plam, 
I was informed, that the hunting would 
commence within a very /bort time. I 
then expeQed we fcould have fomc violent 
cxercife after fo much inaftivity, and began 
to fear that the ladies might be over-fa- 
tigued, when, lo! the Princess fcrvants 
began to arrange fome portable chairs at a 
fmali diftance from one of the thickets above 
mentioned. The Princefs, Countefs, and 
the reft of the company took iheir places ; 
and when every body was feated, they at 



Cured me that the hunting was jail going to 

<begin. 
■ I own, my curiofity was now cxched la 

.a very uncomimon degitse ; and f was filled 
with impatience to fee the iffuc of a hunt- 
ing, which had been conduced in a ftyle fo 
different from any idea I had of that diver- 

•iion. While I fat loft in conjeftare, I per- 
ceived, at a great diftance, a long line of 
people moving towards the little Avood, near 
which the company was feated. As they 
walked along, they gradually formed the 
fegment of a circle, whofe centre was thi« 
wood. I underflood that thefe were pea- 
fants, with their wives and children, who^ 
walking forward in this manner, roufe the 
game, which naturally t^e ihelter in the 
thicket of trees and buihes. As foon as this 
happened, the peafants rufhed in at the fide 
cppofite to that where our company had 
taken poft, beat out the game, and then the 
.maffacre began. 

Each petfon was provided with a fofll^ 
jmd many inore were at band loaded for 
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immedhMie ofe. The fervaitts west em* 
ployed in charging as fa& as the pieces 
were fired off ; (o that aa uiHiiterruf>ted 
Ibooling was kept ii^, asloog asjhega<Qe 
cootiiuied flying or running -out «f tb^ 
wood.— -The PritiGe hardly ev«r mi&d.— » 
Hehimfelf lulled above thu^ t^^trifl^es^ a 
few phea(knts, and three hares. 

At the beginning of this fcene, I was a 
good deal (urprifed %o fee a fervant band 
a fafil to the Prinoefs, who with great 
C9oloefr« and without rifii^ freio her fealt» 
tofjk MDQ al a partrii^e, whid) imme*' 
dialdy fell to the ground. With the fame 
cafe, (he killed len or itwcJiw partridges 
and pbeafants, at about double xhe MunMr 
of Aiots.'^The execution done by the 
r^ of tbfi /company was t^^no neaiw 
QGtKilideiable. 

Thwgh I .had /lot beard of it before, I 
now underftood, that Aoptiog iis not an 
uncommon amufetnent with the Ge^rtP^W 
ladies : afid it is j^robable^ their at^eurion 
to the delicacy of <he h\x fcx, ba^ kiduced 



the hardy Gennans to raider this divcrfion 
fo litck lati^oing. 

- The Goni|iaii7 afterwards walked to other 
httk indofufces of plantii^^ wher^ Tome 
g^Mne was driven out, aod killed ms before,*^ 
Tte followiag day, ihe Prince coodudled ui 
to another of bis feats, wiber« there is a 
^lery &at ofxen wood, full of deer of everf 
kind^ forae of them the Jargeft I ever law. 
There is alfo a great number of wild boars, 
o»e of which, by the Prince jb permirffioA, 
Ae Dtfke «f Ham^Htofl killed. 

Nothing could Carpafs the pollfeenefs 2g\i 
fiiagn4ficence widi whjicli the compatny 
was enteitaitsed durmg the whole of their 
ftay. The Princef« is ^a womna of an 
amiable cfaarafler, and a good underibinding; 
educates her children, aiid tnanages her 
affairs, with the atmoft prudcnoe and pro^ 
prie^. 

This family, and many of the nobility, 
who have hitherto been at their country- 
feats, are now about to return to Vienna. 
The family of Monlieur and Madajne dc 
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Pcrgcmhavc been here for fome time. This 
lady is an intimate friend of the Countefs 
Thune ; and nearly the fame company, 
who form her fociety, now afTembie twice 
a week, at the houfe of Madame de Pergen^ 
who rivals the Countdfs in good fenfe and 
jnany aGComplrihrnents ; a«d, without 
raifing jealoufy. or ill-will, divides with her 
the efteem of the bed company of this 
place. The agreeable footing on" which 
fociety is edablifhed here, and the number 
of refpe£lable people with whom we are 
acquainted, fells me with regret at the 
thoughts of leaving Vienna ; but the Duke 
of Hamilton inclines to pafs the winter in 
Italy. Indeed, if he did not, he woviU 
be obliged to delay the journey a whole 
year, or fubmit to the inconveniencies of 
travelling in the fummer months, which, 
in fo hot a climate, is rather to he 
^avoided. 
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LETTER XCIIL 



Tieima. 

1 Have not faid any thing of the Auftrian 
^rmy, having (pme fufpidon that I rather 
over-dofed you ^ith military details from 
Berlin, where the fubjedl of my letters was 
continually before roy eyes. Bui the 
Emperor has very few of his troops in 
garrifon at Vienna. They make a hne 
appearance, and the army in general are^ 
more judicioufly clothed, than any other I 
have feen. 

Inftead of coats with Jong Ikitts, their 
uniform is a Ihort jacket of white cloth, 
with waiftcoat and breeches of the fame; 
and eacK foldier has a furtout of coarfe 
^rey cloth, which he wears in cold or. 
«-ainy weather. This he rolls up in a very 
(mall bjulk when the weather is good, ^ 
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It is little or no ineumbranee on a march. 
They have fhort boots for fhoes j and, in 
place of hatSy they wear <ap8 of very ftout 
leather, with a brafs front, which ufually 
ftands up, but which may be let down upon 
occafion, to prevent their eyes from being 
incommoded by the fun. 

Except a very few Hungarians who de 
duty within the palace, there are no troops 
in the Auftrian fervice with Increafed pay, 
and exdudve privileges, under tlie deno- 
minatiftn of body>guards ; the niarching 
regiments on the ordinary eftablifliment, 
form the garrifon of Vienna, and perform 
the duty of guards hj rotation. 

The infolencc of the Praetorian bands 
at Rome, fo often terrible to their mafters ; 
the fi-equent iafurredions of the Janiflaries 
at Conftantinople, and the ' revolutions 
oSefted by the Ruffian guards at Pe- 
ter(burg^, fufficiently point out the danger 
of fuch an inftitution. Thefe examples* 
may have influenced the Auftrian govern- 
ment to renounce a fyftem which feems 



to render cerbin nqgbneots Itfs ntefuU 
amd more dangerous^ than the reft of the 
army. 

The Airftrian army is odcuiated at cmw 
flderably above two hundred thouiand ; and 
k is iiOagined that there nerer was a greater 
Aomber of exoeUeot oficers in the fefvicc 
riwn at prefent: fo that, in cafe of a war 
with Pruffia, the two powers will be taore 
equally matched than ever; It would b% 
nnkwan^ (or this Coart if it fhoukl break 
out at pnefeivt ; for there ane focne commo* 
tions among the^peaiants in Bohemia, which 
oiecaiion a general difqaiet, and by which 
feme individoals have fiiiAaaned great loflei. 
One nobleman of the firft rank has had his 
houfe, atid all the Aarnltore, hunit to the 
groond, together with Hoxot large out-boofes 
oear his caftle. 

Vti eicc^Ri^s,. according to fixne, pro-* 
ceed from mere wanton nef$^ and love of 
mifcWcf, in be people. Others affert, 
that they are •excited by the tyranny of the 
brds, which has driven thoiie poor meo ta 
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defpair. Whichfoever of thefe accounts is 
true, it feems evident to me, that it wouk[ 
be much belter for the lords, as well as the 
peaf;|iits, that the Jatter, inftead of being 
bond- men, were in a ftate of freedom. At 
prefent, they pay their rent by working a 
certain number of days in the week for their 
mailers, and maintain themfeives and fami- 
lies by labouring the other days on their own 
account. You will readily believe, that 
more real bufinefs will be done in one day 
when they work for themfeives, than in two 
days for their lords. This occafions ill-hu- 
mour and. blows, on the part oftbemafter, 
and hatred and revolt on t&ac of the pea« 
iaots^ 

If the eftates in Bc^emiaware let to free- 
men at a reafonable rent, freedom and pro- 
perty would excite a fpirite of iodaftry among 
thefe indolent people. T^^y would then 
work every day with cheerfubiefs and good- 
will, and 1 am convinced the landlord's re- 
venues would increafe daily. In confequence 
«f tfaiSy the peafauts would, in all probata- 
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lity, continue as much attached to the ground 
from choice, as they are at prefent from ne- 
ceflity. — Do we not fee families in Great 
Britain remain for many generations on 
gentlemen's eftates, though the matter 
has the privilege of changing his tenant, 
and the tenant his matter, at the end of 
every leafc? 

In almoft every country in Europe, ex- 
cept England, the inhabitants are confined, 
by fome barrier or other, to the fituation 
in which they are born. The total want of 
education neceflarily obiiges the greater part 
to gain their livelihood by bodily labour. 
National opinions prevent others from ever 
fifing above the level of their birth, however 
fublime their genius, or however great their 
their sicquired knowledge. But in our ifland 
the door of fcience, and confequently the 
road to ambition, is open to almott every 
individual. Even in the mott remote villages 
ibme degree of education is bettowed on the 
poorett inhabitants. 

Tliis may be of little or no importance to . 
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ft 
ninety-nine in a hundred : and of the fmali 

mrniber who, by improving this pittance of 
knowledge, raifc themfetves above the ftatc 
in which they veere bom, very few arrive 
at any degree of eminence ; the reafon of 
which is, that great genius is a quality very 
fparingVy dealt out to mankind. Though it 
muft be allowed, that much the greater part 
of the inhabitants of the fame country 
and ditnate are born with nearly the (ame 
natural abilitiei ; and that the degree* of 
education^ and other opportunities of irn* 
provement, gradualiy form air the diffi;- 
rence which appears among them in after- 
life; yet I cannot, with Hetvetius, be- 
lieve chat genius is entirely the woik of 
education. 

I am fuily cbnvin^pd, that Nature is con- 
tinually producing feme individuals in every 
natiov of a finer organization, with an infi- 
nitely greater aptitude fi>r fcience of every 
kind, and whofe minds are capable of a more 
fublime and extenfive range of thought, 
than is attainabie by the common run of 
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mankind witb any poffible degree of culture. 
Tbb natural fupcriorky is what I call ge- 
nius. Wherever acobfiderat^le fbsnc oftbUis 
lodged^ a lUlle cultivation will be fufficient* 
but feme is absolutely requifite to make it 
appear. 

When it does exiil in the minds of pea- 
fants ia Raffia» Folaod^ and fome parts, of 
GermAny» it remains dorosant from nc^e^, 
or is fmotbered by oppreflton. But in Great 
Britain, the degree of education which is 
now univerfaly fmall as it is, will be fufficient 
to roufe, animate, and bring into a£tion 
the fire of extraordinary genius, the feeds of 
which in>^riial Nature is as apt to place in 
the infant bread of a peafant as of a prince* 
The chance of greUt and diftinguifhed men 
fpringing up in a country, is therefore not 
to he, ealcniatod by die nvnnber of itihabitafits, 
bjat by ibe nunckber whc^fe oitixU receive tfait 
degfee of cultivatiaa neeeflary to call forUi 
their knent powers. > 

On the foppofitioa* that one kingdom 
contains eight miUtons of infiabitaQtS} aod 
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another triple the number^ many jnore men 
of original genius, and great eminence ia 
every art and fcience, may, from the c'lrcank- 
ftances above mentioned, be expected to ap- 
pear in the firft than in the fecond« In 
Great Britain, for example, almoft all the 
natives may be included in the calcula- 
tion ; but in the other countries which 
I^have mentioned, the peafantry, who 
form the moft numerous clafs, muft be 
ftruck out. 



LETTER XCIV. 



Vieima. 



VV HETHER it i$ owing to the example 
%f the Empreffi, of to what other caufe, I 
(ball not take lipon me* to decide; but there 
certainly appears a warmer and more general 
attachment to religion in Vienna, than in 
any other great town in Gerniany : there is 



alfo greater appearance of fatisfadion and 
happiness here* than in many other cities, 
^here religious impreffions are more feeble 
and lefs prevalent: it 'is not improbable, 
that the latter may be a confequence of the 
former. 

Irreligion and fcepticifm, exclufive of the 
bad tScSts they may have on the morals or ' 
future dcftiny of men, impair even their 
temporal happinefs, by obfcaring thofe hopes 
which, in (bme fituations, are their only 
confolation. In whatever fuperior point of 
view thofe men may confider themfelves, 
who deride the opinions which their fellow- 
citizens hold facred, this vanity is often over- 
balanced by the irkfome doubts which ob- 
trude on their minds. Uncertainty with 
refpe£l to the mbftintereftingof alKubjefts, 
or a fixed perfua&on of annihilation, are 
equally infopportable.to the greater part of 
mankind, who fooner or later endeavour to 
put in a claim for tEat bright reverfion, 
which religion has promifed to believers. 
If the idea of annihUation has been fup<« 
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ported withoQt pain hf & few phUofephet?^ 

k is the utiBoft that can be (aid ; fuch i 

ftate of mtiid can nerer bca (bttrce of fatis^ 

ftAkm or pleafiire. Peopk of great fenfi* 

yXitf feldom endtire it kmgi thm^ feftd 

defire of immortality overturns every^ fabric 

which fcepticifan had attempted to raife in 

' their minds ; they cannot abide by a ikM^rlnt 

which plucks from the heait a decfriy-rooted 

hope, tearsafnnder all ihofe ties of humanity*. 

vSkAmUf friendibip^ and loipe, which it has 

been the hufinefs of their lives to bind^ and 

which they expeft will be eternal. Since 

fenfibility fenders the heart averie ta feep.* 

ticifan, and inclinable to derotioo, we may 

natuvally expeA to find women more devout 

than men ; very few of that delicate fet 

have been able to look with flediaft tjes on 

a profped, which tcrmiieites in a difmsd 

blank ; and diofe few, who hare had tiiat 

degree of philofophical fortitude, have not 

been the moft amiable of the fex. 

None of my femab ac^gaintance at 
Vienna are in diis uncomfcmable (bte of 

mind j 



mind; W many of them h*^ve embroidered 
fame fancifal p'^ce of fuperftition of their 
own upon the extenftve grqund which the 
^or»an Catholic faith afford^ * In .a Iady*s 
liQufe, a few days ago, I happened to take; up 
a hook which Uy upoa the table — a fmall 
'piSure of the Virgin Mary on vellum fell 
from h^twepn the leaves ; under the figure 
of tl^ Virgin tfiere v^as ap infqription, , 
which I tranflate literally: 

" This is ^refepft^^ by —frf- ——to, her 

^* deleft friend — r-* r, in token of the. 

^* fingerpft rfgsyrd and affedipp; begging 
<* th^t i>5^ often as (he beholds this figure 
^* of thp Neffed Virgin, fhe may mix a 
*^* feptifn^nt of aflP^iStion for her abfent 
** friei^d^ with the emotipns of gr^titpde 
*^ apd adoration fl^e- ffels for th^e mother of 

T|ie lady infprnaed n^ that Ityv^ nfixzl 
for mjimate frie^dU tp fend fpqh pr-efepts to 
each ot^cr. vfh^n they were ^]^qnt to 
feparatc, and wh^ thcire wa;S a; prpJ^aWity 
of their ^ing long afttnden 

VOL» II.* <^ 
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There feems to be fomething excccdiiig/y 
tender and pathetic in blending friendfliip 
with religious fentiments, and .thus, by a 
kind of confccration, endeavouring to pre- 
fcrve the fornser from the effeSs of tkne 
and abfence.— The perufal of this infcrip- 
tion recalled to my memory certain con- 
nedlions I have at home, the impetuodty 
of which recolleftion affefted jne beyond 
exprei&on. 

r remarked* in this Iady-*s houfe another 
beautiful piAare of the Virgin, ornami^nted 
with a rich frame, and a (ilk curtain to pre- 
fcrve it from duft ; I obferved that fbc never 
looked at it but with an air of verteratton 
and love, nor paffed it when uncovered by 
the curtain without a gentle bending of the 
knee. — She told me, that this piflure had 
been long in the family, and had been * 
always held in the higheft cftecm ; for thac 
both her mother and fhe owed fome of the 
moft fortunate events of their lives to the 
proteftion of the bleffed Virgin ; and fhe - 
fccmed not entirely free from a perfua^Qa 
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that the attention of the Virgin was in foim; 
degree retained by the good offices of this 
identical pidure. She declared, that the 
contidence fhe had in the Virgin's goodnefs 
and proteftion, was one of the greateft 
comforts fhe had in life — that to her fhe 
could, without reftraint, open her heart, 
and pour out her whole foul under every 
afflicSion, and flie never failed to find 
herfelf comforted and relieved by fuch 
efFufions, . 

I obferved, that devout Proteftants found 
the fame confolation in addrcifing the Al- 
mighty. 

She faid — She could not comprehend hov7 
that could be — for that God the Father was 
fo great and awful, that her veneration was 
mixed with fuch a degree of dread, as con- 
founded all her ideas when fhe attempted 
toapproaclh him ; but the bleffcd Mary was 
of fo mild, fo condefcending, and com- 
pafTionatc a chara£ter, that fhe could addrefs 
her with more confidence. 

She faid, fhe knew it was her duty 
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adore the Creator of the unlverfe, and ilie 
fulfilled it to the beft of her power; but 
ih& could not diveft herfelf of a certain de- 
gree of reilraint in her devotions to Him, or 
even to her Saviour. But the blefled Mary 
being herfelf a woman, and acquainted with 
all the weaknefs and delicacies of the fex, 
{he could to her open her heart with a de«- 
gree of freedom, which it was not poffible 
for her to ufe to any qf the Perfons of the 
Holy Trinity. — R^rdez fa phydonomie. 
added (he, pointing to the pi£kur6,-«r>mon 
Pieu« qu'elle eft douce, qu'elJe eft gra* 
cieufe ! 

Thefe fenlimeats, however contrary to 
the proteftant tenets, and the maxims of 
philofophy, are not unnatural to tbe human 
heart.-^Voltaire lays, Thas man hi! always 
^ewn an inclination to create God after his 
own image ; this lady formed an idea of 
the blefled Virgin from the reprefentation 
of the painter as well as from the account 
given of her in the Evangelifts ; and her 
religion allpviring the lather of Chrift to b^ 
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M objeft of worfliip, flie naturally turned 
the ardour of her devotion to her, whofe 
power flie imagined was fuflScient to protedt 
her votaries here, and procure them paradife 
hereafter ; and whofe charadter (he thought^ 
in fome particulars, fympathifed with her 
Dwn. 

Some zealous Proteftants may poffiWy b& 
locked at this Iady*s theological notions : 
however, as in other refpe6ls (he is a woman! 
ef an excellent chara6ker, and obfervcs the 
moral precepts of Chriftianity with as much 
attention as if her creed had been purified 
by Luther, and doubly refined by Calvin, 
it is hoped they will not think it too great 
an extenfion of charity to fuppofe that her 
fpcculative errors may be forgiveiir 
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Viennaf. 

X HE preference which b given by in- 
4ividqa[s in Roman Catholic countries 
to particular Saints^ proceeds fomctime& 
from a fappefed connexion between the 
characters of the Saints and ih6 votaries. 
Men expe£k the greateft favour and indul- 
gence from thofe who raoft refcmbie them- 
i'elves, and naturally admire others for the 
qualities which they value moft in their 
own charadler. 

A French officer of dragoons, being at 
Rome, went to view the famous fiatue of 
Mofes by Michael Angelo. The artift has 
conveyed into this mafter* piece, in the opi- 
nion of fome, all the dignity which a human 
form and human features are capable of 
receiving ; he has endeavoyrcd to give lhi$ 



ftatue a countenance worthy of the great 
legiflator of the Jews, the favourite of Hea- 
ven, who had converfed face to face with 
the Deity. The officer happened to be 
acquainted with the hiftory of Mofes, but 
he laid no great ftrefs on any of thefe 
. circumdances — he admired him much more 
on account of one adventure in which he 
imagined Mofes had acquitted himfelf like 
a man of fpir^t, and as he himfelf ^ould 
have done — — Voila qui eft teirible ! voil4 
qui eft fublime ! cried he at (ight of the 
%tue-^and after a little paufe he added^ 
On voit li un drole qui a donn^ ^^e 
coups de baton en fon terns, et qui a tu^ 
fon hommCk 

The crucifixes^ and flatues, and pictures, 
of Saints, with which Popifli churches are 
filled, were no doubt intended to awaken 
devotion when it became drowfy, and to 
excite in the mind gratitude and veneration 
for tlie holy perfons they reprefent ; but it 
cannot be denied that the grofs imagina- 
tions of the generality of mankind are 



€XcteiiiT\g\f prone t6 forget the origihalv 
and transfer their addration to the fe^felef^ 
figures which they beh^d, and before whkh^ 
fbty kneel. So that whatever was the 
Angina) defign^ and wbaiteva' efFefts thofe 
ftatues and pi£k«res have on the minds oC 
calm, feniihle Roiaan CdthoKcs, it iscertaifl^. 
tfiat they often are the oi^efb of at 
complete idolatry ai ever was pra6Hled in^ 
_ Athene or Romie, before the ftatues o£ 
Jupiter or Apoilo. 

On what other principle do fiich inulti* 
tildes flock from aU theJRxmsaft Gatholip 
countries in EiHOpe Uy the ftrihe of &vtr' 
Lady at Lofetto ? Any (btne of the VirgVa 
would ferve as effedually as that t& tec^t 
her tp the memory { awd people may acJorc 
her as devoutly in their own parifli churches^ 
as in the chapel at Loretto.-*-Thte pilgrims^. 
therefore, muft be petfuaded Aat there is^ 
fomc drvrne kiftuence or iiiteHigence in the 
flatuc which is kept there ;. that it has a 
conicioufnefs of all the trouble they have 
taken, and the incon»eftieoces to- which 
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they have been expofed, *by long journies, 
for the fole purpofe of kneeling before it,, 
in preference to all other images. 

It was probably on account of this ten- 
dency of the human mind, that the Jews 
\^re forbid to make unto themfelves any 
graven image. This indeed feems to have 
been the only method of fecuring that 
fuperftitious people from Molatry ; and 
rotwithftanding the peremptory tenor of 
the commandment, neither the zeal nor . 
remon ft ranees of their judges and prophets 
couU always prevent their making idols, nor 
hinder, their worfliipping them wherever 
they found them ready made. 

Statues and picftures of Saints, which 
have been long in particular families, are 
generally kept with great care and attention ; 
proprietors often have the fame kind of 
attachment to them^ that the ancienV 
heathens had to their Dii Penates. — The^ 
are conddered as tutelary and domeftfc 
<divinitie$, froW whom the family expetfb 
iroteilion^. When a Teries of utifortunat©: 
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events happens \m a family, it fometimes 
creates a forpicion that the family ftatues 
have loft their influence. This alfo is a 
very anciert fentiment. Suetonios infornis 
Qs, that the fleet of Auguftus having been 
difpeHed by a florm, and many of the 
Ihips l«ft, the Emperor gave orders that 
the ftatiie of Neptune (houid not be carried 
in proceffion with thofe of the other Gods, 
from an opinion that the God of the Sea 
was onwilling or unable to prote& his 
navy ; and in either cafe he deemed 
him not worthy of any public maik of 
diftindion. 

The genuine tenets of the RotD2n Catho- 
lic church certainly do not authorife any of 
the fuperftitions above mentioned, which 
are generally confined to the credulous and 
illiterate in the lower ranks of life.*-Yet in- 
ftances are fometimes to be met with in a 
higher fphere. A Frenchman in a creditable 
way of life had a fmall figure of our Saviour 
on the Crofsy of very curioiVworkmanflup ; 
he offered it fo/ ia!e to an EngUih gentle- 



tnrni oi my acquaintance: after expatiating 
t)n the. excellency of the lyarkittanftiip, :he 
toid himi tbatt he ha^ ' long ikept thfis i^n^cifix 
ivith the mod .pious care» that he had always 
addrelled it in hi«). private devotion, and that 
in returo he h^^, expG<!%e4 fpme degree of. 
prote£tion and favour ; inftead of which he 
had of late been remarkably unfortunate: 
that all the tickets he had in the lottery had 
proved blanks : and having had a great (hare 
in the cargo" of a fhip icominf from the 
Weft Indies, he had recommended it in the 
moft fervent manner in his prayers to the 
crucifix ; 2fnd/ that he Wight give no offence 
by any appearance of want of faith, he had 
not infured the goods — ^ notwithftanding all 
which tbe veffel had been fliipwrecked, and 
the oarga totally loft,, thpfigb th^Jailors, jn 
wbpfe prefervation he had t>o concern, had 
been allfaved— 'Enfin, Moqficur, cried he, 
with an accent of indignation mingled with 
regret, and raifmg his ftioulders above his^ 
^rs| En&Uy Monsieur, U m*a mao(}ue, et je 
vends monChrift,. . . , : 



Happy for Chriftians '(tf every dcnomma- 
tioiiy couM titcy abide by ttepbtn, mtioKal, 
benetK^at prtc«pts of the 'Ctlr({iia» reli- 
glon ; vejt&ing all thd ^<>ttC€n8 <Df foper- 
ftifioRj whi<?h"*n€V6t foil to deform its ori'— 
gmat beauty, kid' to covitipt itk imrin&r 
guridy?: 
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UiTR difpates WTHf tHe colonics hive b^eti: 
a prevailing topic- oF cbnverfatiotr whercter 
we have been Urice' we left • fengfind. The- 
warmth w?fh which this fuhjeO; is handled^ 
ihcreafes eveVy day. At prefent the iiihabi-' 
tants of the C6iitinent^ ftcfn ' ai impdtient as^ 
thofc of Great Britain, for news froih the' 
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•tfier fute of the Atlantic; blat Whh thtft 
diiFcrettcc^ ttiat bene they arc all of one 
mind :— all praying fbf facceffrto the Ame- 
licans, atid rqoidng in every piece of bad^ 
feitune which haf>frens t<x out army. 

That the French fhould be pl^afed with* 
eomraotions which inaft diftrefi and weaken- 
Great Britain, and may transfer to therta an 
tqual right to every advantage we gained' 
by the laft war, rs not furprizing; but 
why the inhabitants of every other country: 
fliould take part again ft England^ and be- 
come partisans of America^ is not fo ap- 
parent 

I fhould forgive them, and even join iii> 
ftntrment with them^ as fir as my regard for» 
t*ie Jton'otiT and happmefs of my country*^ 
wt>uid permit, if this proceeded from an ai* 
mchment to liberty^ zmd a generons partial ity> 
for men who repel opprefEron^ and ftruggle* 
fcr independency,-^ But this is not the cafe^ 
Thofe who cart reap no poffibie advantage* 
Ipotn vhe re^lt of America-; diofe who have: 
not an idea of civil liberty, and would evQa} 
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be £arrj to fee it e&ibliflKd in tbdrown 
fmiti ' j ; thofe who hsNe no other knofw-* 
Ugie of the difpoiey dian than it h mining 
England ; all join as allies to the Amtacxas^ 
not from kive tx> theoH but eridcntly from 
Aiiketons. 

When I &ft Msmi this hoffile ikEpo^ 
" fitlon, I thooght tt mi^t proceed from their 
heng ofeided at that pt e feren ce which die^ 
English gnre to thcdr own OHtnt i y andcoon^ 
trymen^ aiwve ail odiers : but this conceit 
we have in conunon with every other na- 
tion ^OL die globe^ aQ of whom cherifh thb 
&me &vourable opinion of riieniielresL It 
afluredly prevails in France in an eminent 
degree. — Thoe h haiAf one fccpdc or 
nofaeliever in die whole catkin. — ^It h the 
nniver&i creeds that France is the fineft 
CMMrtry in the world; die FECttch the moft 
i ng e nio tts and moft amiaye people, ei^ 
cdiiog in all die arts of peace and vtar ; 
and diat Park s dw capital of politene6» 
and tike centre of karning, gemas, aad 
Hie. 
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lliis fatlsfaAion at the misfortunes of 
Great Britain cannot therefore arife from a 
caufe which is applicable to every other 
country. It may indeed, in fomc meafure, 
proceed from envy of the riches, and jca- 
loufy of the power of the Englifh nation j 
but, I believe, Aill more from our taking no 
trouble to con^liate the afFediions of fo- 
reigners, and to diminiih that envy and IIU 
will which great profperity often creates. 
The French, tljaugh perhaps the vaineft 
people on earth of their own advantages, 
have fome degree of confideration for the 
feelings and felf-love of their neighbours. A 
Frenchman endeavours to draw from them 
an acknowledgment of the fuperiority of his 
country, by making an elogium on whatever 
is excellent in theirs. But we are apt to 
build our panegyric of Old England, on the 
ruin and wretchednefs of all other countries. 
—Italy is too hot, the inns miferable, and 
the whole ountry fwarms with monks and 
other vermin. — In France, the people arc 
Haves an4 coxcombs, the muiic execrablp^ 



—they boil tbclr meat to Tags, and there is 
no porter, and very little ftrong ale, in the 
country.— In Germany, fome of their Prin- 
ces have Kttle more to fpend than an Eng- 
Hfli gentleman : -^ They \ife (loves^ infteact 
of grates ; — they eat foiir crout, and fpeafe 
High Dutch.— The Danes and Swedes arc 
reminded, that they are ratier at too great 
a diftance from the equator ; and many fly- 
hints are grren concerning the inconvenien* 
cies of a cold climate. — ►Of ail things, 1 
fliould think it mod prudent to be filent orv 
diis laft topfe, as fo many paltry ftates wiH 
lake precedency of OM England-, ivbeneveF 
il is the eftabliflted etiquette that rank (halt 
W determined by climate. 

But this ^onfideration has no ctFcGL on^ 
my honed friend John Bull. When he i« 
in a choleric humour, he will not fpare hh 
beft friends and neareft neighbours, evei^ 
when he has moft need of their afiiAance; 
and when thofe at a diftance feem to have 
plotted his ruin. — If his own fifter Peg 
AuMikt - (how a difpofition to forget old 



/quab^les, to live in friendfliip with hct 
brother, and fliould ikdare that all vrh^ 
renounced bis friendfbip were her eriednies; 
end re(blve to conquer by his fide, or if that 
ihould fail, to die hard along with him -^ 
2^0 ! d— n ye, fays John, none of your 
coaxing : — You be d — d ! you are farther 
North than 1— Keep your diftance.— Ai>d 
(o he falls a-ptlting P^ with her own fnow- 
1>alls ; and then turning froitv her, he attacks 
Lewis Baboon, Lord Strut, Lord Peter, and 
4aftes their feup niaigre> dios, and macca- 
roni, full in their teeth, 

Biit to drop altegory ; the imiverfai fetif*' 
fa£kion which appeal^ alt over Europe, at 
the idea of England's being ftript of het; 
eolonies^ certainly Woes rm. entirely originate 
from political fentiments ; hut in a great 
degree from that refcrve Whidh keeps 
Englifhiocn from cultivatir^ the friendftiip^ 
6f foreigners ; that pride Which hinders 
them from (looping to hwtftoat prejudices ^ 
thatfndiflFerenc© which makes them difregard 
the approbation o£ ochers/ and betray the 
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contempt they are too ready to entertaiif 
for cuftoms or fentiments diiFerent front 
their ovirn. 

Tliefe are things not cafily forgiven, and 

for which no fuperiority of genius, magna« 

ntmity^ or integrity, can compenfate. The 

fame caufes which have made foreigilers 

take part againft us in the difpute with 

America, induce thofe of thenr who are 

rich, and can fpend their revenues out of 

their own country, tq prefer France to 

England for that purpofe. The' difference 

between London and far is in point of climate 

is very fmali. The winter amufemenfs of 

the former are moYe magni&cent , ^nd per* 

haps every conveniency, and moft of the 

luxuries of life, are to be found there in 

greatei^ perfedion. During the fummer 

months, by fuperior (kill in agricuhure and 

a better tafte in gardening, England difplays 

fuch fcenes of cultivation^ of verdure and 

fertility, as no country on earth can equal. 

To thefe are added the bbffings of liberty ; 

yet few or no foreigners relide in Englandi 
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oxcept thofe fbe maintains entirely at her 
own expcnce ; all the wealthy, after a fliort 
vifit to London, returning to fpend their 
fortunes at Paris. 

Exclufive of pecuniary advantages, ic 
flatters the natural vanity of the French to 
find their fociety preferred to that of all 
other people, and particularly to that of 
their proud rivals. — Let them enjoy this 
advantage ; let them draw to their capital 
the idle, the dii&pated, and the effeminate of 
every country in Europe : — but for heaven's 
fake, do you and your friends in parliament 
fall on fonic meafure to prevent them from 
engaging the afFe(E^ions of our induflrious 
brethren of America. 

Such an event would be attended with 
fevere confequences to Great Britain, and 
probably to America. There are^ however, 
fo many repelling points in the American 
and French characters, that I cannot imagine 
the adhefion between them could be of long 
duration, ihould it take place. 

You may naturally fuppofe, from fome 



things in this letter, that the people here are 
m a particular manner inveterate againft 
England in her difpute with America. But 
in reality this is not the cafe : for although^ 
in general they. &vour America^ I ha?e not 
feen (b much moderation on that queftion 
any where as at Vienna. The Emperor^ 
when feme peHbo a&ed which fiyde he 
frvooTcd; replied very ingenioufly, Je fui*^ 
par m&ier royalifte. 

I wi(h ihofe of our countrymen, who by^ 
your account feem to he carrying their zea! 
for America too far, vrould remember qo'ils 
Ibnt par naiflance Anglois. 

Juft as I wars concluding the ^bove 1- 
received yours, informing me thai youf 
young friend was in a Aort time to fet out 
#n the ufual tour through Europe. I (hall 
take another opportunity of writing to hin» 
•n the fulled you defire; at prefent I 
muft confine myfelf to the few following 
hints. 

I hope he will always remember that 
vittue and good fenfe arc not confined to 
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any particular place, and that one end of 
travelling is to free the mind from vulgar 
prejudices — He ought therefore to form 
conne£lions, and live on a focial footing 
with the inhabitants of the different countries 
tfirough which he pafes ; let him at leaft 
feem pleafed while he remains among them ; 
this is the mod effectual method of making 
fthem pleafed with him, and of his accom- 
plifhing every obgedl hfi can have in vifiting 
-their country. 

There are inftances of Engliftimen, who, 
while on their travels, fliock foreigners by 
an oflentatious preference of England to 
all the reft of the world, and ridicule the 
manners, cuftoms , and opinions of every 
other nation ; yet on their return to their 
own country, immediately affume foreign 
manners, and continue during the remain- 
der of their lives* to exprefs the bigheft 
contempt for every thing that is Englifh.— 
I hope he will entirely avoid fuch perverfc 
and ridiculous affeflation. 

Hic tafte for letter^ whiqh he has ?ic- 
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quired at the univeriity, I dare fay, wIU not 
be dim'miflied on cJaflic ground, or hts 
mind be* diverted, by a frivolous enthufiafm 
for mufic, or atiy other paffion, from the 
manly ft udies and purfuits which become 
an Englifli gentleman. 

As he regards the confidence of his 
friends, the prefervation of his charafter, 
and the tranquillity of his- mind, let no 
example, however high, lead hioi into the 
pra£tice of deep play. By avoiding gaming 
he will fecure one kind of independence, 
and at the fame time keep poiTeflion of 
another, by continuing the habit of dudy, 
till theacquifition of knowledge has become 
one of his moft pleafing amufements.-— 
Unlike thofe wretched mortals, who, to 
drag through the dreary hours of life, are 
continually obliged to ^ have recourfe to 
the alBftance of others, this fortunate turn 
of mind will add to his own happinefs, 
while it renders him more ufeful to, and 
Ipfs dependent on.fociety. 

The preceding fermon, if you think 
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proper, you may deliver to the young 
traveller, with my beft wifhes 

Having delayed our journey feveral weeki 
longer than was intended, merely from a 
reluflanife of leaving a place which we have 
found fo very agreeable, we have at length 
determined to fet out for Italy— ^and are to 
go by the Duchies of Stiria and Carinthia^ 
which is a fhorter route than that by the 
Tirol. As the time we are to remain at 
Vienna will be -entijely employed in the 
neceffary arrangements for the journey, 
and the painful ceremony of taking Ipave 
of friends, you will not hear again from 
me till we arrive at Venice.-^Mean while, 
J am, &c. 
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